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Geological Society of America and the Houston
Geological Society sponsor
Earth Science Week
and International Year of Planet Earth Activities
October 11 -18, 2008

Annual Family Energy Festival
Houston Museum of Natural Science

Saturday, October 11, 2008, 11:30am- 4:00pm

Join us for the annual Family Energy Festival at the Houston Museum of Natural
Science. The festival will include an energy passport contest, an Earth Science
themed Cake contest, hands-on demonstrations, Scout badge activities, and
other great programs. Please join us and bring your family and friends!

This year the festival will begin with a Planet Earth Cake Contest where local
bakeries will provide tasty cakes with Earth Science themes. Be sure to arrive at
11:30 so you can see and taste the fantastic cake creations.

Cost: $4.50 per person advanced purchase. Go to www.hmns.org, click
Scouts in the Education menu. Day of event, $7 for children and $10
for adults. FREE for HMNS Members (entrance limits apply).

Volunteers: please contact Martha McRae at esw@hgs.org.

The American Geological Institute’s Earth Science Week is a national program to help the public
gain a better understanding and appreciation for the Earth Sciences and to encourage
stewardship of the Earth. Earth Science Week annual celebration is the second week in
October. If you would like to learn more, please follow this link:

http://www.earthsciweek.org/whatisesw/

The aim of the International Year of Planet Earth is to demonstrate new and exciting ways in
which Earth sciences can help future generations meet the challenges involved in ensuring a
safer and more prosperous world. The goal of the Year is to recognize and draw attention to the
benefits of the earth sciences for society. The United Nations proclaimed the year 2008 as the
official Internal Year of Planet Earth. If you would like to learn more, please follow these links:

http://www.yearofplanetearth.org

http://geosociety.org/IYPE
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Earth Science Week - Public Field Trip:

High Island, TX Saturday, October 18, 2008 10:00am-3:00pm
Visit our site any time between 10 and 3 to learn about salt domes, oil, beach
processes, and ice age fossils.

Where: Come to the beach where Hwy 87 and Hwy 124 intersect, just south of
the town of High Island, and east of Galveston. Park on the pavement and look
for my Red Honda CR-V with a sign on it saying "Earth Science Week".

What to See: We will discuss how High Island got to be 50 feet above everything
else and look at a seismic line showing the salt dome pushing it up.

That uplift process also makes this beach one of the best places to find ice age
fossils and | will show you what to look for. If you are extremely lucky, you might
even find an Indian Clovis point.

Shelling: The McFadden beach in the wildlife preserve is an excellent place to
look for shells.

Birders: This is a great place to bird watch and we will have an expert to help.
Bring binoculars if you have them.

Fossiling: Our location is 50 feet off the road. The best fossils are found more
than a mile down the beach.

Children welcome when accompanied by parent.
Dress: Dress for the beach. Bring water. There are NO facilities on the beach.
Volunteers: Contact Neal Immega or Martha McRae at esw@hgs.org

Field Trip leader is Neal Immega. No reservations required. For more
information please contact Neal at n_immega@swhbell.net.
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