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sarcophagus fragment shows daily

Roman life.

auxiliary forces or Praetorian Fleets.

Augustus. 27 B.C.E. — 14 C.E., marble. As Rome's first
emperor, Octavian ruled as Caesar Augustus, gave the Empire 45
years of intelligent rule, and set in place a governmental
structure that was to serve well for the next two centuries. He
annexed Egypt and expanded the empire into northwest Spain
and the Danube region. The Bible associates Jesus’ birth with his

reign: “In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus

Military Diploma. 1st century C.E., bronze. A Roman military
diploma is a document written on two bronze tablets, wired and
sealed together through two central holes, so that the two inner
sides cannot be seen without breaking the seals. This document
was a notarized copy of the original bronze constitution issued by
the Roman emperor, granting Roman citizenship to foreign
veterans who had served for 25 years or more in the Roman



Bacchus. Undated, marble. Imperial Rome's gods and goddesses
were a blend of religious influences, and many were introduced
from the Greek colonies of southern Italy. Baccus, the god of
wine, was one of these. Other Roman gods had their roots in

ancient Etruscan and Latin tribes.

Flavian Woman. 70 — 80 C.E.,, marble. Roman women’'s
hairstyles changed so much during Imperial times that it is
possible to date a statue by its coiffure. During the Augustan
Age, elaborate curls were fashionable. During the Gallic and
Teutonic military campaigns, blond wigs made from the hair of

captured slaves were stylish.

Hadrian. 117 — 138 C.E., marble. Famous for the construction
of “Hadrian's Wall” across Britain, the emperor Hadrian
commissioned many other major building projects, including the
Pantheon in Rome, his villa in Tivoli, and the Temple of

Olympian Zeus in Athens.



Private Portrait. 14 — 37 C.E., marble. Private portrait sculpture
was most closely associated with funerary contexts, rooted in the
longstanding tradition of the display of wax portrait masks,
called imagines, in funeral processions of the upper classes to
commemorate their distinguished ancestry. Funerary altars and
tomb structures were adorned with portrait relief sculptures of
the deceased.

Lucius Verus. 161 — 166 C.E., marble. With a reputation as one
of the most handsome emperors, Lucius Verus was known to
highlight his blond hair with gold dust. As the younger, adoptive
brother of Marcus Aurelius, and his co-emperor for eight years,
Lucius Verus was more inclined to self-indulgent pleasures than

the responsibilities of administration or the hardships of warfare.

Funeral altar. Reign of Augustus (27 B.C.E—14 C.E.), marble.

In the Roman’s simple view of the afterlife, the deceased spirit
joined the other spirits of the dead to become one of the family
lares, or ancestor spirits. By law, tombs were built outside the
city walls; the wealthy primarily built mausoleums along the
city’'s main access roads, while the less fortunate erected

tombstones to mark the grave site.



Ribbed cup. 1st century C.E., glass. Serving dishes in the Roman
household were made of various materials depending on wealth
and status. Wealthy Romans owned fine ceramic, glass and silver
serving dishes, and modest serving platters were made of terracotta

and wood.

Lamp. 2nd half of the 1st century C.E., bronze.
Ancient Roman oil lamps were small devices,
typically made of terra-cotta, that were used by
the ancient Romans for artificial light. They
were fueled by olive oil, and had up to a dozen
wicks. Many had handles so they could be
carried from room to room, by actorsin plays or

by participants in various ritual activities.

Ring. 1% — 4™ century C.E. The style and degree of personal
adornment became more elaborate throughout the reign of Augustus,
as wealth and luxury were fueled by the expanding Empire. Women
wore expensive jewelry, including necklaces and bracelets set with

lavish stones, cameos and gold earrings.

Portrait of Agrippina Minor. 15— 59 C.E., marble. Agrippina
the Younger was the daughter of Germanicus and Agrippina
Major. She was sister of Caligula, great-granddaughter of
Augustus, great-granddaughter of Mark Antony, great-
granddaughter of Augustus©sister Octavia and therefore his
great-grandniece, a granddaughter of Julia the Elder and Marcus
Agrippa, great-niece of Tiberius, niece and wife of Claudius, and

the mother of Nero.



