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Houston Museum of Natural Science Travel Program 
 

Classic Paleontological & Geological Locations 
Germany  Switzerland 

 

September 19 - 29, 2015 
 

 
Nestled in the mountains of Germany and Switzerland are classic fossil localities and important geology and 
natural history—created when Africa collided with Europe forming the Swiss Alps and the Jura Mountains. The 
Jura Mountains are the remains of a giant coral reef system that flourished during the Jurassic—hence the name 
Jura mountains. Each layer in a quarry is like a page in a natural history book.  
 

In this once-in-a-lifetime paleontology adventure to fossil localities and museums, you can visit private quarries 
with HMNS and collect fossils that will be yours to keep.* These are sites where amazing fossils have been 
discovered! Many of the specimens in HMNS’s new Morian Hall of Paleontolgy came from this area, and our 
local paleontologist guides were instrumental in helping these fossils make their way to Houston. 
 

Our primary focus in Germany will be Jurassic sites and museums, however we will also have the opportunity to 
visit the remarkable Eocene site known as the Messel Pit. In Switzerland, in addition to the Triassic playteosaur 
site and unique sauriermuseums, we will experience the grand geology of the Alps. We will witness views 
beyond compare on gondola rides up mountainsides, an amazing hike behind a waterfall, and a trek through a 
glacier.  
 

We are visiting areas not only rich in pre-history. We will also explore the interesting history of the area and visit 
several historical sites from different periods—Celtic, Roman, Medieval and Renaissance. 
 
 

 

 
Price 
HMNS Members $5,225 per person (double occupancy)  
Nonmembers $5,725 per (double occupancy) 
 

Single Supplement is $4,185 in addition to the price above.  
(This high single supplement is due to the restrictive number of hotel rooms.) 
 

This trip is limited to 28 participants. 
 
Price Includes 

 All hotel fees for the 10 nights listed in itinerary 

 Ground transportation September 20 - 28 
(motor coach has restroom) 

 Paleontology guides 

 Admissions and fees for all group activities 

 23 meals as listed in itinerary (B, L, D) 

 Tips for drivers and guides 

 
 
Price Does Not Include 

 Airfare to/from Germany/Switzerland 

 Ride from Frankfurt Airport to Clarion Collection 
Hotel  

 Alcoholic beverages with meals 

 Cost of activities listed in itinerary as “on own” 

 Additional tip of your choosing to treat drivers 
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Trip Leaders 
 

A native of the Jura Mountains, Raimund Albersdöerfer’s first major paleontological find 
of was an iconic Solnhofen Archaeopteryx. Raimund is a trained geologist and 
paleontologist with 20 years of professional experience in commercial paleontology. He 
has completed numerous museum projects in Europe, North America and the Middle 
East. His laboratory is one of the most renowned paleontological preparation facilities in 
the world, where many new techniques for scientifically accurate fossil preparation have 
been developed. Raimund Albersdöerfer will be our guide at the quarries and museums in 
Phinten, Solnhoffen, Eichstatt and Holzmaden.  
 

Generations of the Siber family in Aathal, Switzerland have been devoted to the family’s 
mineral business. Dr. Hans-Jakob “Kirby” Siber’s love and expertise of minerals evolved 
into a passion for fossils. For over 20 years Siber has led excavations in the Big Horn Basin 
of Wyoming in the upper Jurassic Morrison Formation, primarily at the Howe Ranch and 
Dana Quarry. Perhaps his most famous find is “Big Al Two,” the most 
complete Allosaurus specimen ever discovered. All of the skeletons that Kirby and his 
team have excavated are mounted and on display in his Sauriermuseum Aathal. Kirby 
Siber will be our guide through his extensive museum which includes his professional 
fossil preparation lab. 
 

As associate curator of paleontology, David Temple developed the current Paleontology 
Field Program for HMNS. His team excavates a Permian locality in North Texas, looking for 
fossils of Dimetrodon, the most fearsome pre-dinosaur predator, as well as every other 
sign of life, in order to more accurately reconstruct a 250-million year old ecosystem. The 
Dimetrodon “Willie” from this project is currently being prepped for display at HMNS. 
Temple has worked on several important exhibitions for HMNS including the Morian Hall 
of Paleontology and Gold! Natural Treasure, Cultural Obsession, and has led several travel 
programs for the Museum with destinations including Tanzania and Wyoming. David is 
also a trained archaeologist and has a special interest in 
numismatics. 

 

Amy Featherston Potts, director of Adult Education at HMNS has produced and 
managed numerous museum trips during her tenure.  
 

Trip Itinerary  
 

Day 1, September 19 – Frankfurt Germany 
Arrive in Frankfort after your overnight flight. Upon your arrival, you can explore 
the nearby sites Goetheturm, a wooden tower overlooking the city; 
Palmengarten, a gorgeous botanical garden; Naturmuseum Senckenberg; 
Pauluskirche, an important church in Gemany’s history built in 1789; and 
Hessenpark Open Air Museum. This evening you will meet the group at Clarion 
Collection Hotel Frankfurt City Center. After the long day of traveling, you can 
turn in early or venture out with members of the group for a meal  on your own. 
 
Day 2, September 20 – Messel, Heidelberg (B, D) 
Declared a UNESCO World Heritage Site, this Eocene site known as the Messel Pit 
preserves Eocene fossils in situ as an outdoor museum. Just outside of Frankfurt, 
this site is a testament to the diversity of life in the Eocene with fossils of over 
forty species of mammals, birds, reptiles, fish and insects represented. It is 
thought that a volcanic lake poisoned the animals that relied on it for their water 
source 50 million years ago.  
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Morrison_Formation
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First utilized as a mine for coal and oil shale, fossils were initially discovered at 
the site in 1875. Commercial mining ceased in 1971, and the site was saved 
from becoming a landfill in 1991 when the government secured it for 
scientific access. Our group will tour the site and the new museum that 
displays fossils excavated from this iconic site. After our time at Messel, we 
will board our motor coach and head to Heidelberg, with a stop for lunch 
along the way where you can order on your own.  
 

After we check into Hotel Bayrischer Hof, located in the heart of the 
picturesque old town of Heidelberg, you will be on your own this afternoon 
and evening to explore this charming Bavarian town dating back to the 5th 
century. Our hotel is in the immediate vicinity of all the famous landmarks. 
The pedestrian area offers ample shopping possibilities amongst various cafés 
and bar. The old bridge with a spectacular view of the Heidelberg Castle and 
the river Neckar are just yards away. The funicular railway station—gateway 
to the well-known historic Heidelberg castle—is a close walk. You can stroll 
Philosopher’s Walk, “Philosophenweg” that runs along the Neckar River and 
offers a great view of the beautiful ancient city district “Altstadt.”   
 

Our group will meet for a group dinner at Reichskrone Restaurant which is a 
few blocks from Hotel Bayrischer Hof.  
 
Day 3, September 21 – Heidelberg, Eggersberg (B, D) 
After a morning and lunch on your own to finish site-seeing in Heidelberg, we 
will board our motor coach and head to Eggersberg Castle which is a 3-hour 
drive south into the Jura Mountains. When we arrive at Eggersberg Castle, our 
home for the next two nights, you can explore the charming Renaissance 
castle and its grounds, which include beautiful gardens, views of the 
picturesque Altmühl Valley and hiking trails that led to the ruins of the 
original castle. Dating from about the 10th century, it was constructed of 
fossil-rich stones cut from the Jura Mountains.  
 

This evening you will meet paleontologist Raimund Albersdöerfer, our guide 
for the next few days in the Jura Mountains. Over dinner, an exquisite 
presentation of fr  esh regional foods served in the castle dining room, 
Raimund will introduce you to the natural history of this area.  
 

The lagoons around the once vibrant reefs are now sites of quarries that have 
yielded marine fossil specimens unprecedented in species variety and 
quantity. Sea stars, starfish, ammonites, corals, sponges and fish are plentiful 
in the quarries of these ancient marine habitats. Marine turtles, crocodiles, 
ichthyosaurs and pterosaurs are also common. There are also spectacular 
trackways and other trace fossils preserved on the ancient sea floor. The high 
ground that surrounded the ancient lagoon was home to numerous land 
animals, small dinosaurs and flying reptiles like Pterodactylus, and  
Archaeopteryx, an early link to both birds and dinosaurs 
 
Day 4, September 22 – Phinten (B, L, D) 
A working industrial quarry that uses the “fossil byproduct” limestone to 
produce tile and countertops, and years ago lithography plates, has been the 
primary industry in Phinten for hundreds of years. Outside of the industrial 
miners employed by the company, access is restricted to the paleontology  
crew that has an exclusive agreement with the company allowing them to 
excavate the softer, fossil-rich matrix that is not useful to their business. 
Plattenkalk, the fossil-rich layer, makes up only 1% of this sprawling quarry.  
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It was only in the last decade that paleontologists were allowed in to excavate 
and preserve the amazing fossil record found here.  
 

Small marine creatures, turtles, crocodiles, ichthyosaurs and pterosaurs are 
abundant in Phinten quarry. 
We are likely to find sea stars, starfish, ammonites, and fish, as well as ripples 
and trackways left on the ocean floor.   
 

After a picnic lunch at the quarry, you will have the option to continue at the 
quarry or touring Prunn Castle. An idealized version of a Gothic knights’ castle, 
Prunn Castle (ca. 1200)  is perched on an almost vertical Jurassic outcrop high 
above the Altmühl river valley. Lords of Prunn were first mentioned in 1037, 
and they will have certainly chosen the site because of its favorable position on 
several transportation routes.  
 

After the group reunites, we will visit a site with 8th century Celtic ruins on the 
way back to Eggersberg Castle where we will enjoy our evening meal. 
 
Day 5, September 23 – Eichstatt, Solnhofen (B, L, D) 
In 1859 Darwin predicted a “missing link.” Two years later the first 
Archaeopteryx was found, presenting a classic transitional form between 
dinosaurs and birds. The carbonate muds that formed fine-grained, flat-
cleaving limestone—known as Plattenkalk in German—yield fossils that show 
exquisite detail and often include fragile or soft-bodied organisms that usually 
leave no fossils at all. This fine limestone even preserved the feathers of the 
Archaeopteryx.  
 

The exceptional preservation of the Solnhofen limestone has allowed scientists 
to understand more about both individual species and the entire ecosystems of 
the past. Today we will visit the Eichstatt Castle Complex which houses several 
small museums, including a paleontological museum. We will then continue 
Solnhofen. Perhaps the most famous fossil location in Europe, the public 
quarries have been picked over by scientists and hobbyists. Our group will have 
unique access to a private quarry where you will be able to collect fossils for 
your own collection. We will enjoy a picnic lunch at this site.  
 

After our time at the quarry, we will witness the great biodiversity of this 
ancient region in the exhibit halls of the Verkauf von Solnhofer Versteinerungen 
Museum. You will also have the opportunity to visit the rock shop across from 
the museum that offers a variety of fossils from the area, as well as across the 
globe, at reasonable prices.  
 

This evening we will have dinner at our hotel Waldgasthof Geländer which is 
situated in Naturpark Altmühltal. 
 
Day 6, September 24 – Holzmaden (B, D) 
Now entering the fabled Black Forest, we head towards Holzmaden with a stop 
for lunch along the way where you can order on your own. Upon arriving in 
Holzmaden, we will visit the Urwelt-Museum Hauff to see the beautiful marine 
fossils of this region. Then we  will continue to the private Holzmaden quarry 
where you will collect amazing ammonites and other fossils preserved in 
brilliant black slate. Other fossils that may be found are marine reptiles such as 
pleisiosaurs and ichthyosaurs and other crocodylioforms such as Steneosaurus 
and Platysuchus. The slate quarry,  which has been in operation since the end 
of the 19th century, is another industrial site that is not open to the public. The 
site is in the midst of the beautiful serene trees of the Black Forest.  
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We will bid farewell to Raimund Albersdöerfer this evening at dinner at 
Landhotel Sonnenhalde.  
 
Day 7, September 25 – Rapperswil, Aathal (B, L, D)  
This morning we will travel to our home base in Switzerland, the picturesque 
town of Rapperswil on the shores of Lake Zurich. Our guest rooms will be at 
Hotel Jakob in close proximity to the lake lined with cafes and spots for swan 
feeding and to historic sites.  
 

Kirby Siber of Sauriermuseum Aathal will join us for a group lunch at before he 
leads us through his museum, one of the world’s most unique private dinosaur 
museums. His impressive collection of fossils spans the globe and various fossil 
periods. Several original fossils of large Jurassic dinosaurs from Wyoming 
which were excavated by at Siber and his team are on display—including 
Stegosaur, Ankylosaur, Allosaur, Camarasaur and Pterosaurs. Fossilized 
dinosaur eggs, embryos and footprints are also on display. The museum also 
displays regional fossils, such as Archaeopteryx. Many of you may get 
homesick when you see his Texas Dimetrodon.  
 

Across the street from the museum is the Siber + Siber Mineral, Gem and 
Fossil Gallery including the Siber’s Gold Museum. The collection here includes 
stunning minerals and jewelry. The collection contains both regional and 
international natural treasures. Tonight we will enjoy dinner at the 
Sauriermuseum Aathal overlooking dinosaur galleries.  
 
Day 8, September 26 – Rapperswil, Frick (B, L) 
This morning we will visit a Roman Military site on the south bank of the Rhine 
River. Augusta Raurica, or Colonia Augusta Rauracorum, was established 
around 44 BC in the vicinity of a local Gallic tribe. The open-air museum 
includes ruins of Roman forums, temples, fortress walls, amphitheater, 
aqueduct, public baths, theatre, grave markers and funerary monuments.  
 

After a group lunch, we will then head to Sauriermuseum Frick which features 
the fossils and minerals excavated from the iron quarry at nearby Herznach 
and the clay quarry at Frick. We will continue to the Frick quarry that has 
yielded numerous plateosaurs since the 1980s. It is theorized that these 
Triassic dinosaurs lived and traveled in herds through the unique barren 
landscape, despite the tropical climate. De pending on what the 
paleontologists are working on during our visit, we may have the opportunity 
to help with a plateosaur excavation. 
 

This evening you can explore the charming Swiss shops and eateries of 
Rapperswil on your own. There numerous cafés and pubs near Hotel Jakob 
along Lake Zurich.  
 
Day 9, September 27 – Rapperswil, Lauterbrunnen (B, D) 
This morning our motor coach will depart for the Berner Oberland in the heart 
of the Alps. Our home base will be the valley-floor town of Lauterbrunnen. We 
will start with a scenic gondola ride up to the small mountain farming village of 
Gimmelwald and then continuing on to Mürren which is a farming village 
transformed into a resort town. There will also be opportunities for hiking the 
mountain trails. You can order lunch on your own in one of these villages or 
when you arrive back in Lauterbrunnen. 
 

We will view Trümmelbach Falls from the inside out via an elevator ride up 
into a mountain and a hike through several caves. This alpine town of 
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Lauterbrunnen is also home to the Staubbach—the highest waterfall i  n 
Europe, which is beautiful to see during the day and at night when it is 
dramatically illuminated. This evening our group dinner at Hotel Oberland will 
feature Swiss fondue.   
 
Day 10, September 28 – Lauterbrunnen, Gletsch, Zurich (B, L, D) 
This morning we will drive to Gletsch, a small town immediately next to the 
Rhone Glacier below the Furka Pass. We will eat lunch as a group at Hotel-
Restaurant Belvédère before our short hike to the apron of the glacier skirt. 
As we walk along the ice flows, you will also see moraines—accumulations of 
dirt and rocks that have fallen onto the glaci  er surface or have been pushed 
along by the glacier as it moves—from different ages, plants that have found 
a home in the apron, and the various types of moors that the glacier has left 
behind.  
 

Since 1870, a 100-metre-long, crystal blue ice tunnel and ice chamber is cut 
into the Rhone Glacier each year. Our group will enter the ice tunnel for a 
magical hike through the glacier. This is the most accessible glacier in Europe 
and offers an experience like no other.  
 

This afternoon we will travel to Zurich, where we will have a group farewell 
dinner at Dorint Hotel.  
 
Day 11, September 29 – Zurich, Home (B) 
Today you can depart for home via Zurich International Airport. Those 
continuing in Europe on your own can take a train or plane to your next 
destination. One possibility is Oktoberfest in Munich which takes place 
September 19 – October 4 in 2015. 
 
 

 
HMNS Contact Information 

travel@hmns.org, 713.693.4737 
 
Registration 
Mail, email or fax completed registration form (last page of this document) and nonrefundable deposit of 
$1,000.  Full payment is due by June 19.  You will be contacted by HMNS when your registration is received to 
confirm your registration. 
 
Cancelations 

 Up to June 20, a refund of full trip payment less the $1,000 nonrefundable deposit. After June 20 (due date 
for the final payment), if your spot is filled with another participant from the waiting list, a refund of your 
full trip payment less the $1,000 deposit will be issued. After June 20,  if your spot is not filled, you will be 
refunded 50% of your full trip payment. 

 There is a minimum number of 10 participants. In the event that less than 10 participants register for the 
trip, the trip will be cancelled and all participants will receive full refunds. 

 
Waiting List 
This trip is limited to 28 participants and 14 guest rooms. A waiting list will be kept once the trip is sold out. If a 
spot opens up due to cancellation, we will notify the first person on the waiting list via email notification. This 
person has 24 hours to respond. The spot will then be offered to the next person on the list if the spot is not 
purchased within 24 hours. To be placed on the waiting list, email travel@hmns.org with your name, email, cell 
number and home address. 
 

mailto:travel@hmns.org


Germany | Switzerland | 2015 www.hmns.org/travel Page 7  

Participant Requirements, Responsibilities & Notices 

 Participants should be in good physical condition and capable of traversing 
unpaved terrain and hiking long distances. Unfortunately the sites are not 
handicap accessible and not all hotels have elevators. Please check with 
HMNS if you have any required accessibility accommodations that are 
necessary for you to enjoy the tour prior to registration.  

 Participants must be self-sufficient and carry their own belongings and 
luggage. 

 * You will be collecting many fossils on this trip that will be yours to keep. 
This is a great coup. HMNS does reserve the right to keep any fossil found 
by a participant that is beneficial to HMNS’ paleontology collection. In this 
case the participant will recognized by the Museum for the discovery. In 
the event that an Archyoptryx is found in Germany, it may not leave the 
country. 

 The minimum age of participant for this trip is 15 years. Each minor must 
be accompanied by one adult guardian. Guardians are responsible for the 
supervision and safety of their children.  

 At times we will be in isolated locations where response to a medical 
emergency or injury could be lengthy.  

 Tobacco (including e cigarettes), alcohol and fire arms and are not 
permitted or motor coach, at sites or during group activities.  

 Prior to trip, participants must complete HMNS Release and Consent form.  

 Participants will meet in Frankfurt, Germany at the Clarion Collection Hotel 
on September 19.  

 Participants are responsible for making and paying for their own flight 
arrangement to Frankfurt and from Zurich. This leaves flexibility for those 
wanting additional days in Europe or want to use frequent flyer miles for 
the airfare. We will share the flight information for the HMNS staff if you 
want to plan to be on the same flights. We will give you the contact 
information for the Museum’s travel agent if you would like assistance 
booking your flight.  

 Room configuration for double rooms cannot be guaranteed. We will try 
to accommodate preferences of one or two beds. All rooms have private 
baths. 

 The typical daily schedule will be breakfast at 7 a.m. and departure f or 
day’s at 8 a.m. and back at the hotel for dinner in the evening.  

 No partial refunds will be made for missed activities. Participants who are 
late to the departure time and miss the bus are responsible for making 
their own arrangements to meet the group.  

 The itinerary is subject to change due to inclement weather and unforeseen events.  

 In case of weather that prevents accessing excavation sites, the group will do fossil preparations indoors.  

 Many of the group meals are prix fixe. Please alert HMNS Staff of any food allergies in advance of trip.  
 
Packing List 

 Passport valid until February 19, 2016 

 Credit Card with smart chip 

 Layered clothing comfortable for activity 

 Comfortable, sturdy hiking boots 

 Personal daypack with water bottle 

 Small suitcase (You don’t have to worry about weighing down your suitcase with fossils on your flight 
home. They will be shipped to HMNS.) 

 A more detailed list will be sent prior to the trip 
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HMNS Travel Registration Form 
Classic Paleontological & Geological Locations, Germany  Switzerland, September 19 - 29, 2015 

 

Mail to:  Travel 
HMNS 
5555 Herman Park Drive 
Houston, Texas 77030 

Fax to:  866.828.8648 
 
Scan/e-mail to: travel@hmns.org 

 

 
Name:  ________________________________________          HMNS Membership #: _______________ 
 
e-mail address: _____________________________________________ 
 
Mailing Address:  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Home Phone:    _____________________________          Cell Phone: _____________________________   
 
  I have enclosed a check in the amount of ____________. 
  Please charge my credit card $1,000 for the deposit for this trip. 
  Please charge my credit card $______________ at this time. (HMNS Members $5,225, Nonmembers $5,725) 

 
Credit Card #: ___________________________________________         CVV Code:  _________ 
 
Name on Card: __________________________________________          Billing Zip Code:  ________________ 
 
  My travel companion and I prefer two twin beds.     We prefer a double/queen bed.  
  I wish to have my own room and will to pay the Single Supplement of $4,185 in addition to the duel 
occupancy rate.  
  I would like help finding a roommate. If a roommate is not found I will pay the Single Supplement of $4,185 
in addition to the duel occupancy rate.  
 
I have read this trip document and understand the “Cancelation” section on page 6 and the “Participant 
Requirements, Responsibilities & Notices” section on page 7 of this document.  
 
________________________________________          ________ 
Signature                Date 
 

 
Name:  ________________________________________          HMNS Membership #: _______________ 
 
e-mail address: _____________________________________________ 
 
Mailing Address:  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Home Phone:    _____________________________          Cell Phone: _____________________________   
 
  I have enclosed a check in the amount of ____________. 
  Please charge my credit card $1,000 for the deposit for this trip. 
  Please charge my credit card $______________ at this time. (HMNS Members $5,225, Nonmembers $5,725) 

  Charge same credit card as Passenger A. 
 
Credit Card #: ___________________________________________         CVV Code:  _________ 
 
Name on Card: __________________________________________          Billing Zip Code:  ________________ 
 
I have read this trip document and understand the “Cancelation” section on page 6 and the “Participant 
Requirements, Responsibilities & Notices” section on page 7 of this document. 
 
________________________________________          ________ 
Signature                Date 
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