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At the Houston Museum 
of Natural Science our love 
of learning is evident in 
everything we do. We’ve got 
it all, from interactive labs 
for students to world-class 
exhibit halls to phenomenal 
films to make your time at 
HMNS a visit to remember!

Students of all grade levels and subject areas can 
play an active role in their learning with HMNS, 
whether they are delving into the depths of space 
as an astronaut in our Expedition Center, getting up 
close and personal with exotic animals through our 
Outreach Programs, or acting out the process of 
metamorphosis in the Cockrell Butterfly Center.

Our goal is to make your experience with the 
Museum as simple, fun, and educational as possible. 
It’s easy to visit any of our three locations – Hermann 
Park, Sugar Land, or the George Observatory – and 
customized field trip packages allow you to theme 
your day based on what you’re studying. Free online 
curriculum enhances your students’ experience, 
keeping them focused and engaged as they explore.

Educators also have the opportunity to dig deeper 
at HMNS. Periodically we offer free events, like 
Shell Educators’ Previews of new exhibits and 

our annual Educator Event @HMNS. We also 
host hands-on professional development sessions 
throughout the year.

This year’s Educator’s Guide, also available online 
at www.hmns.org/educatorguide, is a calendar 
full of incredible events for educators and students 
alike. Pin it to your wall and refer to it throughout 
the school year – and don’t forget to use the 
attached coupons!

We hope that when you think of immersive, quality 
education, you think of the Houston Museum of 
Natural Science, and we are proud to be a part of 
your educational toolkit.

– HMNS Education Team

MEET YOUR MUSEUM EDUCATION STAFF
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PLAN YOUR FIELD TRIP

At HMNS we are committed to providing 
exemplary educational opportunities for our 
community. Our field trip experience is an amazing 
chance for teachers to bring learning to life for their 
students, and we work hard to make the process 
easy and accessible.

FIELD TRIP PACKAGES

Not sure where to start? We offer themed Field Trip 
Packages that will make planning a trip easy! Choose 
from any of the following topics, and check online at 
hmns.org/ftpackages throughout the year as new 
topics emerge:
 
• Prehistoric Preservation

• Survival of the Fittest

• Exploring Ancient Egypt

• Native American Cultures

• Innovation and Ingenuity

• Ready, Set, Launch!
 
CURRICULUM

Our free curriculum, supported by Phillips 66, is 
available online for grades K-12. This curriculum, 
produced by our team of educators and based on 
each grade’s interdisciplinary TEKS objectives, covers 
the Museum’s permanent exhibit halls and special 
exhibitions.

Each curriculum unit encourages students to deepen 
their understanding and awareness of the concepts 
presented at HMNS, promoting a lifelong love of 
learning. All curriculum units are available online 
at hmns.org/curriculum.

TEACHER’S CHOICE 
AND FILMS ON DEMAND

When you visit the Wortham 
Giant Screen Theatre or the 
Burke Baker Planetarium you 
have the opportunity to choose 
the film that fits your field trip! 
We are able to adjust certain 
time slots based on teacher 
requests, available on a first-
come, first-served basis. See 
all of the available film options 
at hmns.org/giantscreen 
and hmns.org/planetiarum.

ADD-ON OPPORTUNITIES

You can add fun and interactive activities to any 
field trip. We have a variety of options, including: 

Labs on Demand: 
Hands-on activities that cover everything 
from weather to the Civil War. Find out more 
at hmns.org/sciencelab.

On-Site Outreach: 
Touch live animals, learn all about fossils, or get up 
close and personal with chemical reactions in one 
of our on-site outreach programs. Choose the best 
program for you at hmns.org/outreach.

Expedition Center: 
Become an astronaut for the day! Help pilot a 
mission to the moon or Mars in this immersive 
experience. Learn all about it at hmns.org/space.

DISCOUNTS

Receive free admission to the permanent exhibit 
halls on any Monday or Tuesday field trip when 
you purchase one additional HMNS venue in 
September or January, or two additional HMNS 
venues in February. Additional venues include the 
Wortham Giant Screen Theatre, Cockrell Butterfly 
Center, and Burke Baker Planetarium.

JUST FOR TEACHERS
 
Visit the Museum for free on select evenings 
and weekends! Keep an eye on our monthly 
newsletter for information about our periodic 
events and discounts. Sign up for the newsletter 
at hmns.org/education.
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BOOK YOUR FIELD TRIP

Field trip reservations may be made by calling 
713-639-4659, e-mailing fieldtrips@hmns.org, 
or visiting us online at hmns.org/fieldtrips. 

To qualify for our discounted field trip rate, you must:

• Belong to an educational organization
• Make reservations in advance
• Visit us Monday – Saturday, 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.
• Have a minimum of ten students

After your trip is booked, you will receive a 
confirmation invoice as well as a detailed Field Trip 
Preparation Guide. Please carefully review all of the 
information and contact us immediately if changes 
need to be made. For more information, visit us at 
hmns.org/fieldtrips.

MUSEUM ETIQUETTE

To ensure that all of our patrons have an optimal 
experience, and out of respect for our collections 
and the safety of others, we ask that all HMNS 
patrons adhere to the following guidelines:

• Keep your hands to yourself and keep a safe 
distance from objects, walls, cases, and 
photographs. The oils, salts, and acids in our 
sweat can damage works of art and artifacts.

• Be respectful of other visitors to the Museum 
by using a quiet voice when walking through        
the halls.

• Cell phones must be turned off or silenced   
while in the halls.

• Food, drinks, and chewing gum are not     
allowed in the halls.

• Students are not permitted to run, jump, kick,  
or touch walls, cases, or artifacts.

Teachers and chaperones are responsible for the 
behavior of their students during their visit to the 
Museum. We thank you in advance for ensuring 
that our Museum remains in good condition for 
all visitors to enjoy. Please note that if these 
guidelines are not followed, you may be asked 
to leave the Museum.

Upon arrival, Lead Teachers will be required 
to submit a signed document conffirming their 
understanding of these procedures.

PAYMENTS

Payment is due upon arrival at the Museum. Field 
trip rates are already discounted; no additional 
coupons or membership discounts apply at any 
of the HMNS locations. To view specific pricing 
information, visit hmns.org/fieldtrips.

INDIVIDUALS WITH SPECIAL NEEDS

The HMNS staff is dedicated to ensuring the 
enjoyment of all our visitors. If any students or 
adults in your group have special needs, please 
inform us when booking your trip so that we can 
make the appropriate accommodations. We want 
to help you have the best day possible.
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FREQUENTLY ASKED 
FIELD TRIP QUESTIONS

WHAT DO I DO ABOUT STUDENT LUNCHES?

We ask that all lunches remain on the school bus 
during the field trip and are eaten either on the bus 
or in Hermann Park unless other arrangements 
have been made. School groups also have the 
option of purchasing food from the McDonald’s 
in the Museum. 

WHAT IF I HAVE FEWER THAN TEN STUDENTS?

Groups of fewer than 10 students may still 
book a field trip; however, they will be charged 
for 10 students plus any chaperones. Our 
representatives are available to help determine 
the most cost-effective method for your group to 
visit the Museum. Regular admission tickets may 
be purchased at the box office at any time.

HOW MANY CHAPERONES DO I NEED?

We require one chaperone for every group of ten 
students, and the chaperone must remain with 
their student group at all times. Chaperones must 
be at least 21 years of age and must wear their 
chaperone sticker.

CAN I CHANGE MY ITINERARY?

Adding or removing venues from a reservation 
requires a 24-hour notice. On the day of the trip, 
after the tickets have been printed, nothing on the 
reservation may be changed. 

HOW DO I PAY FOR MY FIELD TRIP?

Field trips may be paid for in advance, by calling 
713-639-4659 or mailing a check, or on the day of 
the trip. If you choose to pay on the day of the trip, 
the Museum will accept school district checks, credit 
cards, or cash (large bills only). A purchase order 
(PO) will not be accepted. 

Field trips must be paid for in one transaction. 
All students and chaperones on the reservation 
should give their payment to one person who will 
present the money at the box office.

CAN WE SEE SPECIAL/TRAVELING EXHIBITIONS?

Absolutely! Visit our Exhibitions page at 
hmns.org/exhibits for more information 
about what is currently on display.

ARE GUIDED TOURS AVAILABLE?

Yes. Specially-trained docents are available to lead 
tours of the Museum's permanent exhibit halls and 
deliver hands-on presentations with touch carts 
located in the exhibit halls. Docent-led tours available 
for schools and groups may be booked through the 
Box Office. Tours are approximately 30 - 45 minutes 
long, and two weeks notice is required.

DOES THE MUSEUM OFFER PROGRAMS 
FOR YOUNGER CHILDREN?

The Museum's Early Investigations Program is 
geared specifically to 5 - 7 year-olds. This program 
combines a 45-minute, hands-on classroom 
program with a 45-minute tour of a Museum 
exhibit hall. Two weeks notice is required.

Eight topics are available: Texas Wildlife, 
Paleontology, Under the Sea, Native North 
Americans, Native Latin Americans, Africa, Egypt 
and the Insect Zoo. 

ARE THERE ANY HANDS-ON PROGRAMS 
FOR STUDENTS?

Our interactive science labs feature specimens, 
artifacts and laboratory equipment. Each lab lasts 
one hour and accommodates up to 25 students. 
If your group is interested in scheduling a lab 
please visit hmns.org/sciencelab or contact 
educationquestions@hmns.org.
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SEPTEMBER

EDUCATOR
COUPON
WORTHAM GIANT 
SCREEN THEATRE 

$8 Tickets for Educators

That’s 25% off regular adult admission!
Just bring this coupon to the HMNS Box office.

Offer valid October 1 - 31, 2015. 
Not valid with any other offers or discounts. 

Not valid with phone/online sales. 
Code: Corp YES/SNO



Lecture:
The Write Stuff - 
How Writing Began

For more information about Labs: 
hmns.org/sciencelab

BOOK YOUR FIELD TRIP TODAY!
Call 713-639-4659 
e-mail fieldtrips@hmns.org 
or visit hmns.org/fieldtrips

SEPTEMBER 
LAB TOPICS:
Bite Your Tongue
Magnets
Not for the Squeamish

NOTES:

ExxonMobil Teacher 
Tuesday Workshop: 
Dia de los Muertos
Shell Educators' Preview: 
Spies, Traitors, Sabeteurs

Sugar Land: 
Paleo Wash

Sky Event:
Autumn Equinox

Sky Event:
Total Lunar Eclipse

Exhibition Opens:
Spies, Traitors, 
Sabeteurs: Freedom 
and Fear in America

SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT



 

OCTOBE R

EDUCATOR
COUPON

BURKE BAKER 
PLANETARIUM

$6 Tickets for Educators

That’s 25% off regular adult admission!
Just bring this coupon to the HMNS Box office.

Offer valid November 1 - 30, 2015. 
Not valid with any other offers or discounts. 

Not valid with phone/online sales. 
Code: Corp YES/SNO



For more information about Field Trips: 
hmns.org/fieldtrips

BOOK YOUR FIELD TRIP TODAY!
Call 713-639-4659 
e-mail fieldtrips@hmns.org 
or visit hmns.org/fieldtrips

OCTOBER
LAB TOPICS:
Assyria and 
the Fertile Crescent
Polyp-palooza!
Layers of the Atmosphere

NOTES:

Earth Science Day 
at HMNS

Sky Event:
Draconids 
Meteor Shower

Houston Energy Day

International 
Archaeology Day 
at HMNS

Lecture: 
The People of 
the Rainforest

Exhibition Opens: 
Out of the Amazon: 
Life on the River

Lecture: 
The Mystery of 
the Pyramids: 
Recent Discoveries

Lecture: 
How to Clone a 
Mammoth: The 
Science of De-Extinction

Lecture: 
Lives in Ruins: 
Archaeologists and 
the Sedhuctive Lure 
of Human Rubble

Lecture: 
Rock Art and 
Tribal Art in India

ExxonMobil Teacher 
Tuesday Workshop:
Coastal Ecology
Lecture: 
Amazonian Plant 
Biodiversity

Wortham GST: 
Robots 3D Opens
Sugar Land: Biodiversity 
in the Art of Carel 
Peter Brest Van 
Kampen Ohpens

SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT



NOVEMBE R

 
What will YOU learn in the Permanent Exhibit Halls?
With nine unique halls to choose from, what won’t you learn? From the prehistoric giants in the Morian Hall of Paleontology 
to the biomes of modern-day Texas, HMNS offers a unique assortment of interdisciplinary adventures for students of all ages.

EDUCATOR
COUPON
EXHIBIT HALLS

$7 Tickets for Educators

That’s more than 50% off 
regular adult admission!

Just bring this coupon to the HMNS Box office.

Offer valid December 1 - 31, 2015. 
Not valid with any other offers or discounts. 

Not valid with phone/online sales. 
Code: Corp YES/SNO



For more information about the 
Permanent Exhibits Halls: 
hmns.org/exhibits

BOOK YOUR FIELD TRIP TODAY!
Call 713-639-4659 
e-mail fieldtrips@hmns.org 
or visit hmns.org/fieldtrips

NOVEMBER
LAB TOPICS:
The Kingdom of Kush
Light
Leaping Lizards

NOTES:

ExxonMobil Teacher 
Tuesday Workshop:
Out of the Amazon

Lecture: 
The Fastest Evolving 
Regions of the 
Human Genome

Lecture:
Fire Masters: 
Cooking and Feasting 
10,000 Years Ago

Educator Late Night: 
Brain-Based Learning

World Trekkers: 
Thailand

Exhibition Opens:
Block Party Opens

SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT



There is so much to do at The Houston Museum of 
Natural Science! Take a look at some of our amazing 
venues, outstanding exhibitions, and incredible 
programs. For specific dates, please refer to the 
attached calendar or visit us online at hmns.org.

SPECIAL EXHIBITIONS

Spies, Traitors, Saboteurs: 
Fear and Freedom in America
September 25, 2015 – January 17, 2016

Explore nine major events and periods in 
U.S. history when Americans were threatened 
by enemies within its borders. See the government 
and the public response to these threats as 
well as the evolution of U.S. counterintelligence 
and homeland security efforts. Spies, Traitors, 
Saboteurs: Fear and Freedom in America is a 
creation of the International Spy Museum.

Block Party
November 20, 2015 – August 7, 2016

From columns to cantilevers, explore the 
structures that leave our buildings standing. 
Learn how tension, compression, and torsion can 
act on an object and how architects design things 
to withstand destructive forces. Get up to your 
elbows in interlocking bricks and construct a gravity-
defying masterpiece. Organized by the Houston 
Museum of Natural Science.

Virgin of Guadalupe: Empress of America
December 11, 2015 – September 5, 2016

Covering more than 13 centuries of history, 
conquests and faith, follow the growing importance 
and deep-rooted expressions of devotion surrounding 
the Virgin of Guadalupe throughout the colonial 
history of New Spain and today. Organized by 
the Houston Museum of Natural Science. Local 
support provided by Kathrine G. McGovern/
McGovern Foundation.

Cabinet of Curiosities: Ferrante Imperato 
(working title)
Opening Feb. 26, 2016

After 400 years, HMNS will recreate Ferrante 
Imperato’s famed cabinet of curiosities in honor of 
the pioneering work done by Renaissance scientists 
and collectors, and in recognition and celebration of 
the power of the inquiring mind. 

The Museum’s collections will provide a trove of 
unique and memorable specimens to fill our own 
cabinet of curiosities or Wunderkammer. Organized 
by the Houston Museum of Natural Science. 
Local support provided by Kathrine G. McGovern/
McGovern Foundation.

PERMANENT EXHIBITIONS

The HMNS’ permanent exhibition halls offer four 
floors worth of interdisciplinary adventures for 
students of all ages. Exhibits include:

“Do the Weather with Chita Johnson” 
presented by KHOU-TV Channel 11

Step in front of the camera and join Channel 11 
Meteorologist Chita Johnson for a severe weather 
update with you as the weather reporter!

Earth Forum

Experiment with a tornado tube, lightning ball, wave 
machine, and other hands-on exhibits that show the 
forces affecting our world.

Welch Chemistry Hall

Experiments, interactive displays, and other creative 
installations give students a better understanding of 
chemical processes and the importance of chemistry 
in the everyday world.

EXPLORE EVERYTHING 
HMNS HAS TO OFFER!
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Morian Hall of Paleontology

Visit one of the largest and most dynamic 
paleontology exhibitions in the world! The Morian Hall 
of Paleontology features engaging exhibitions and 
superb, original fossils with over 60 major mounts.

The Albert and Ethel Herzstein 
Foucault Pendulum

Suspended from the Museum’s roof, the Foucault 
Pendulum demonstrates the rotation of the Earth.

Wiess Energy Hall

From the formation of fossil fuels to fascinating new 
energy technologies, this comprehensive, interactive 
exhibit reflects the astonishing advancements of the 
energy industry.

Cullen Hall of Gems and Minerals 
including the Lester and Sue Smith Gem Vault

This Hall is home to the world’s finest display-quality 
mineral collection. Here, students can view more 
than 500 beautifully crystalized minerals.

Farish Hall of Texas Wildlife

Experience the amazing diversity throughout the 
state of Texas through realistic displays of the animal 
species that fill the state’s many habitats.

Hamman Hall of Texas Coastal Ecology

Learn all about the ecologic and economic 
importance of the Texas coast, as well as critical 
habitats, iconic species, concerns and impacts, 
recreation, and opportunities for conservation and 
restoration.

Evelyn and Herbert Frensley 
Hall of African Wildlife 

The diverse animals inhabiting Africa come 
alive in this unique exhibit, representing seven 
themed ecosystems as part of the Graham Family 
Presentation of Ecology and Conservation Biomes.

Strake Hall of Malacology

With over 100,000 species, mollusks include such 
diverse creatures as clams, snails, and giant squid. 
Explore their world through models, fossils, living 
specimens, and hundreds of spectacular, rare shells.

John P. McGovern Hall of the Americas

Investigate thousands of years of Native American 
history from the Arctic to the Amazon through 
reconstructed environments, hands-on activities, 
and a magnificent collection of artifacts.

Hall of Ancient Egypt

Learn all about ancient Egyptian culture through 
objects from the HMNS permanent collection. 
Explore a variety of exciting aspects of Egypt, 
including daily life, culture, religion, and burial 
and mummification.

EARLY INVESTIGATIONS AND DOCENT TOURS

Docent Tours

Go behind the scenes with a specially trained 
docent who will allow students to access touch-carts 
and participate in hands-on presentations while 
exploring the Museum.

Early Investigations 
(Grades K-3)

Our Early Investigations program features a 
45-minute interactive class and a 45-minute 
guided tour of one exhibit hall. Topics include: 
Paleontology, Insect Zoo, Texas Wildlife, Under 
the Sea, Native North Americans, Native Latin 
Americans, Africa, and Egypt.
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DECEMBE R

 
 
.

EDUCATOR
COUPON

COCKRELL 
BUTTERFLY CENTER 

$6 Tickets for Educators

That’s 25% off regular adult admission!
Just bring this coupon to the HMNS Box office.

Offer valid January 1 - 30, 2016. 
Not valid with any other offers or discounts. 

Not valid with phone/online sales. 
Code: Corp YES/SNO



For more information about 
Professional Development: 
hmns.org/workshops

BOOK YOUR FIELD TRIP TODAY!
Call 713-639-4659 
e-mail fieldtrips@hmns.org 
or visit hmns.org/fieldtrips

DECEMBER
LAB TOPICS:
Indus River 
Valley Civilization
Brr – It’s Cold in Here
Polymers

NOTES:

ExxonMobil Teacher 
Tuesday Workshops: 
Robots 3D
Rockin’ Robots

Exhibition Opens:
The Virgin of Guadalupe 

Sky Event:
Geminids 
Meteor Shower

Sky Event:
Geminids 
Meteor Shower

Shell Educators' 
Preview: 
Block Party & 
Virgin of Guadalupe

Sky Event:
Winter Solstice

Film Screening: 
Symphony of the Soil

SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT



JANUARY

What will YOU learn through our Outreach Programs? 
Bring the Museum to your classroom with our exciting, hands-on Outreach Programs! These interactive programs 
cover a wide variety of topics, from paleontology to chemistry to Ancient Egypt, and can be adapted to all grade levels. 
Make TEKS concepts come alive with engaging science experiments, live animal presentations, and more!

EDUCATOR
COUPON
WORTHAM GIANT 
SCREEN THEATRE 

$8 Tickets for Educators

That’s 25% off regular adult admission!
Just bring this coupon to the HMNS Box office.

Offer valid February 1 - 29, 2016. 
Not valid with any other offers or discounts. 

Not valid with phone/online sales. 
Code: Corp YES/SNO



JANUARY
LAB TOPICS:
Imperial Rome
Shape Science 1
14-legged Fun

NOTES:For more information about 
Outreach Programs: 
hmns.org/outreach

BOOK YOUR FIELD TRIP TODAY!
Call 713-639-4659 
e-mail fieldtrips@hmns.org 
or visit hmns.org/fieldtrips

The Educator Event 
at HMNS

Film Screening: 
Fabergé: 
A Life of its Own

Film Screening:  
Genetic Roulette

Film Screening:
First Footprints

Lecture:
Expression in 
Aboriginal Rock Art

Gifted & Talented 
Late Night Teacher 
Workshop

Exhibition Opens:
Wildlife Photographer 
of the Year

ExxonMobil Teacher 
Tuesday Workshop: 
The Virgin of Guadalupe

Lecture: Visualizing 
Guadalupe: From Black 
Madonna to Queen of 
the Americas
ExxonMobil Teacher 
Tuesday Workshop: 
Dissection 101

SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT



FEBRUARY

 
What will YOU learn at HMNS at Sugar Land?
An intimate venue located in a historic building, HMNS at Sugar Land guides students through Earth, Life, Space, 
and Physical sciences. Additionally, the Museum features seasonal special exhibitions, a ten-foot-wide Science on 
a Sphere, a Dig Pit, and more!

EDUCATOR
COUPON
EXHIBIT HALLS

$7 Tickets for Educators

That’s more than 50% off 
regular adult admission!

Just bring this coupon to the HMNS Box office.

Offer valid March 1 - 31, 2016. 
Not valid with any other offers or discounts. 

Not valid with phone/online sales. 
Code: Corp YES/SNO



GEMS 2016: Girls 
Exploring Math and Science 

Exhibition Opens
Sugar Land: 
Amazing Butterflies 

Exhibition Opens:
Cabinet of Curiosities

For more information about 
HMNS at Sugar Land: 
hmns.org/sugarland

BOOK YOUR FIELD TRIP TODAY!
Call 713-639-4659 
e-mail fieldtrips@hmns.org 
or visit hmns.org/fieldtrips

FEBRUARY
LAB TOPICS:
Byzantine Empire
Scat/Tracking
Layers of the Earth

NOTES:

 

ExxonMobil Teacher 
Tuesday Workshop: 
Space K-2

ExxonMobil Teacher 
Tuesday Workshop: 
Renewable is Doable



WORTHAM GIANT SCREEN THEATRE

Selected for their educational value, curriculum 
connections, and cinematic excellence, our films 
are catalysts to ignite a student’s interest in natural 
science. For a full list of current shows, 
visit hmns.org/giantscreen.

Tiny Giants 3D

Embark on an adventure with the smallest of 
creatures. Following the lives of a chipmunk and 
grasshopper mouse in their natural habitats, this 
visual masterpiece will open a world of wonders. 

Robots 3D

How do humans move? Interact? Make decisions? 
Explore cutting edge technology as scientists are 
challenged to create robots that walk, run, 
and learn as we do.

Journey to Space 3D

Inspire your inner astronaut with a blast to the 
past. Revisit past space missions and learn how 
overcoming challenges has helped shape our view of 
the future.

Secret Ocean 3D

Take a new look at the microscopic world under 
the sea with Jean-Michel Cousteau’s aquatic 
masterpiece.

Humpback Whales 3D

Swim with the whales in waters all over the world, 
from Alaska to the remote islands of Tonga, as they 
undertake a migration of epic proportions. 

Walking with Dinosaurs 3D

Step back in time as new technology recreates a 
world 70 million years ago. Experience a year in the 
life of the dinosaurs: feeding, fighting, migrating, 
hunting, and playing.

Great White Shark 3D

Through the tales of those who work most closely 
with sharks, get up close and personal with one of 
the most feared, and misunderstood, predators of 
the sea. 

Mysteries of the Unseen World 3D

Explore everything too fast, too slow, too small, and 
too big for the human eye to see. From the motion 
of wings to the growth of bacteria, this incredible 
film will take you to places you never imagined.
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BURKE BAKER PLANETARIUM

Travel to the limits of your imagination through more 
than 30 immersive action-adventures! For a full 
listing of current shows, visit hmns.org/planetarium

Great Planet Adventures 
(all ages)

From zip lining on Mercury to snowmobiling on Pluto, 
imagine what muscles and bones made on Earth can 
accomplish in the far reaches of our solar system!

Stars of the Pharaohs 
(grades 3-8)

Travel back in time to a land of gargantuan pyramids 
that were aligned by the stars, where ancient 
astronomers tracked time using celestial bodies and 
created the first solar calendar.

Secret of the Cardboard Rocket 
(grades K-3)

A wonderful introduction to our solar system, travel 
with two ingenious children in their rocket as they 
tour each planet and make landings on Venus and 
Mars.

Additional Shows 

Robot Explorers (grades 3-8)

Passport to the Universe (grades 3-8)

Secret Lives of Stars (grades 3-8)

Life in the Universe (grades 3-12)

Force 5! (grades 3-8)

Ice Worlds (grades 3-12)

Black Holes (grades 3-12)

Starry Night Express (all ages)

Body Code (grades 5-12) 

COCKRELL BUTTERFLY CENTER

A wealth of wonders for visitors of all ages, the 
Cockrell Butterfly Center features an indoor rain 
forest conservatory with hundreds of live butterflies 
as well as our renowned Brown Hall of Entomology. 
From larger-than-life arthropods to real butterflies 
emerging from their chrysalises, our unique and 
interactive exhibitions will have you seeing through 
(compound) eyes as never before! 

On the lower level of the Brown Hall of Entomology, 
learn the role that scientists and insects play in the 
entomologist’s lab, and sample some treats from 
our insect vending machine. For our little ones, the 
“Land of Beeyond” playspace is a perfect match.
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MARCH

 What will YOU learn in the Burke Baker Planetarium? 
Students travel to the limits of their imaginations through a wide variety of incredible shows! After immersing yourself in 
one of our shows experience the Chevron Expedition Center Program, where students take on the role of astronauts and 
fly a mission to the Moon or Mars!” 

EDUCATOR
COUPON

BURKE BAKER 
PLANETARIUM

$6 Tickets for Educators

That’s 25% off regular adult admission!
Just bring this coupon to the HMNS Box office.

Offer valid April 1 - 30, 2016. 
Not valid with any other offers or discounts. 

Not valid with phone/online sales. 
Code: Corp YES/SNO



Sky Event:
Vernal Equinox

Sugar Land:
Pi Day Celebration 

Educator Late Night: 
Aztec, Inca, and Maya

MARCH
LAB TOPICS:
Aztecs
One of These Things is 
not like the Other
Think About It

NOTES:

 

ExxonMobil Teacher 
Tuesday Workshop:
Out of the Amazon

Shell Educators' 
Preview: Cabinet 
of Curiosities

For more information about the Burke 
Baker Planetarium: hmns.org/planetarium
For more information about the 
Expedition Center: hmns.org/space

BOOK YOUR FIELD TRIP TODAY!
Call 713-639-4659 
e-mail fieldtrips@hmns.org 
or visit hmns.org/fieldtrips



APRIL

What will you learn in the Cockrell Butterfly Center?
Enter a stunning, three-story glass structure built around a 50-foot waterfall! This simulated, tropical rainforest is filled 
with exotic plants and hundreds of gorgeous, living butterflies. The Brown Hall of Entomology expands upon this, exploring 
a variety of arthropods and career options for insect enthusiasts.

EDUCATOR
COUPON

COCKRELL 
BUTTERFLY CENTER 

$6 Tickets for Educators

That’s 25% off regular adult admission!
Just bring this coupon to the HMNS Box office.

Offer valid May 1 - 31, 2016. 
Not valid with any other offers or discounts. 

Not valid with phone/online sales. 
Code: Corp YES/SNO



Sky Event:
Lyrids Meteor Shower

Sky Event:
Lyrids Meteor Shower

APRIL
LAB TOPICS:
Movin’ on Up! 
Layers of the Ocean
Falling Fast

NOTES:For more information about the 
Cockrell Butterfly Center: 
hmns.org/butterflycenter

BOOK YOUR FIELD TRIP TODAY!
Call 713-639-4659 
e-mail fieldtrips@hmns.org 
or visit hmns.org/fieldtrips

Science Hack Day 
Houston presented 
by Brightwork 
CoResearch

ExxonMobil Teacher 
Tuesday Workshop: 
Vikings

Film Screening: 
Secrets of 
Stonehenge Skeletons

Lecture: 
Solving Stonehenge: 
New Discoveries

SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT



MAY

.

What will YOU learn through the Xplorations Summer Camp and Scouts at HMNS?
Our week-long, hands-on summer camps feature incredible activities for the budding wizard, Jedi knight, or scientist 
aged 6-12. Additionally, Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts of all ages are able to earn a wide array of badges and patches 
through the Museum.

EDUCATOR
COUPON
EXHIBIT HALLS

$7 Tickets for Educators

That’s more than 50% off 
regular adult admission!

Just bring this coupon to the HMNS Box office.

Offer valid June 1 - 30, 2016. 
Not valid with any other offers or discounts. 

Not valid with phone/online sales. 
Code: Corp YES/SNO



MAY
LAB TOPICS:
Beetlemania
Landforms: Part 2
Pressure

NOTES:For more information about Xplorations 
Summer Camp: hmns.org/summercamp
For more information about Scouts:
hmns.org/scouts

BOOK YOUR FIELD TRIP TODAY!
Call 713-639-4659 
e-mail fieldtrips@hmns.org 
or visit hmns.org/fieldtrips

ExxonMobil Teacher 
Tuesday Workshop: 
Forensics

Sky Event:
Eta Aquarids 
Meteor Shower

Sky Event:
Eta Aquarids 
Meteor Shower

Sky Event:
Transit of Mercury 
across Sun

Xplorations 
Summer Camp begins

SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT



HMNS AT SUGAR LAND
Located in a historic building in Sugar Land, our 
satellite campus is the perfect venue for a field trip.

Field Trips

Featuring a full-size Science on a Sphere, 2,000 
gallon salt water fish aquarium, a Triceratops named 
Kelsey, and a NEW microscope lab, a visit here is 
sure to awaken a love of science in any student. A 
full digital dome presentation, with over 15 shows to 
choose from, is included in the price of a field trip.

Customize your field trip with a Museum tour with 
one of our trained docents, or play the role of a real 
Paleontologist in our Dig Pit. Enhance any visit with 
interactive field trip classes, including topics such as 
fossils, rock cycles, and frogs. Classes are available 
upon request, with two weeks’ notice.

Science Night

Let us make your school’s Science Night a grand 
success! We’ll provide the dinos and the demos, 
so just show up and have a good time!

School Celebration

Not looking for any old field trip? Turn your 
science learning into a party! With exclusive 
access to all exhibit halls for the day and special 
activities, this celebration is a steal starting at 
only $7.00 per person.

Children’s Art Gallery

Each month, we have the opportunity to showcase 
up to twenty-five works of art from two groups. 
Whether you’re fingerpainting or dabbling in amateur 
photography, we’d love to highlight your work! 
Contact Kristina Thompson (kthompson@hmns.org) 
for scheduling specifics.

GEORGE OBSERVATORY

Located in Brazos Bend State Park, the George 
Observatory offers a wide array of activities, 
including Chevron Expedition Center Program 
simulated space flights, Astronomy classes, the 
Discovery Dome Portable Planetarium, high school 
observing classes, and science labs.

Astronomy Classes

One-hour daytime astronomy classes include a tour 
of the Observatory and may be combined with a 
Chevron Expedition Center Program mission or a 
Discovery Dome Planetarium show. 

Topics include: Telescopes and How They Work, The 
Solar System, The Sky Tonight, Life Cycles of Stars, 
and The Colorful Night Sky.

Science Labs

Labs are held twice a month, and last one hour. 

Lab topics include: Sun & Shadows, Moon 
Mysteries,Star Light, Star Bright, Telescope 
Wonders, To Be An Astronaut, Constellations, 
The Solar System, Cosmic Wanderers – Comets, 
Asteroids & Meteors, Deep Space and Beyond, and 
Newton’s Laws.

CHEVRON EXPEDITION CENTER PROGRAM

Through the Chevron Expedition Center Program, 
students work together during an interactive space 
flight simulation! Model real-world careers and 
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EXPLORE EVERYTHING 
HMNS HAS TO OFFER!



highlight STEM focus with this exciting adventure to 
the Moon and Mars. Our expeditions can be adapted 
to grades K-12 and are also available as a staff 
teambuilding activity. 

OUTREACH PROGRAMS

Bring the wonders of the Museum straight to 
you with one of our interactive and exciting 
Outreach Programs! Visit hmns.org/outreach/ 
for more information.

Bugs On Wheels

Meet some of the live specimens from the renowned 
Cockrell Butterfly Center in the comfort of your own 
classroom! 

Topics include: Amazing Arthropods, All About 
Butterflies, Awesome Arachnids (new), Clean-Up 
Crew (new), Plants and Pollinators, The Buzz About 
Bees, and Monarchs: Metamorphosis, Migration, 
and Mimicry

Discovery Dome

A giant, portable and inflatable theater that brings 
the best of the Burke Baker Planetarium to you! 
With 40 different shows to choose from, there is 
something for everyone! 

Docents To Go

Get the best of the Museum’s permanent exhibit 
halls in your own school with Docents To Go! 

Topics include: Egypt, Energy, Insects, Native 
Americans,, Oceans, Paleontology, Rocks and 
Minerals, and Texas Wildlife

Chevron Earth Science On Wheels

Crystals, claws, teeth, and Triceratops skin, 
all for touching! 

Topics include Dinosaur Discovery, Focus On Fossils, 
Know Your Rocks, Science Sort, and brand new 
Dynamic Earth and Renewable is Doable (available 
October 12) and Water Cycle (available January 12). 

ConocoPhillips Science On Stage

Explore the wide world of physical science in 
these large-group, interactive presentations! 
Topics include Cool Chemistry, Exploring Energy, 
and Motion Commotion.

Science Start

Our newest program takes more complex 
physical science topics and breaks them down 
for a K-2 audience!

Topics include Discovering Density and Space: 
Going the Distance!

Wildlife On Wheels

Get up close and personal with live animals of 
all kinds! 

Topics include Invertebrates, Rainforests, Reptiles 
and Amphibians, Texas Wildlife, and Vertebrates. 

Outreach Packages

Theme your next visit from the Museum with 
one of our brand new Outreach Packages! 

Topics include Animal Adaptations, Crime Scene 
Exploration, Geology Jam, Space Exploration, 
Technological Wonders, and Traversing Texas.

Science Nights

Create a customized event with your favorite 
Outreach programs and some hands-on activities 
and investigation stations!
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IN YOUR COMMUNITY



JUNE

What will you learn in the Wortham Giant Screen Theatre? 
Our films are catalysts that ignite student interest, from history to technology to chemistry and more. 
Selected for educational value, curriculum connections, and cinematic excellence, you can choose the film that best fits 
your students through our exclusive Teacher’s Choice options.

EDUCATOR
COUPON
WORTHAM GIANT 
SCREEN THEATRE 

$8 Tickets for Educators

That’s 25% off regular adult admission!
Just bring this coupon to the HMNS Box office.

Offer valid July 1 - 31, 2016. 
Not valid with any other offers or discounts. 

Not valid with phone/online sales. 
Code: Corp YES/SNO



NOTES:For more information about 
the Wortham Giant Screen Theatre: 
hmns.org/giantscreen

BOOK YOUR FIELD TRIP TODAY!
Call 713-639-4659 
e-mail fieldtrips@hmns.org 
or visit hmns.org/fieldtrips

Sugar Land: 
End of School 
Celebration

Summer 
Scouts begins

Sky Event:
Summer Solstice



JULY

What will YOU learn at the George Observatory?
Nestled in the center of Brazos Bend State Park, the George Observatory is an out-of-this-world experience. Step into 
the shoes of an astronaut in our Chevron Expedition Center Program, engage in one of our Astronomy classes, and 
learn all about our vast universe through research-grade telescopes!

EDUCATOR
COUPON

BURKE BAKER 
PLANETARIUM

$6 Tickets for Educators

That’s 25% off regular adult admission!
Just bring this coupon to the HMNS Box office.

Offer valid August 1 - 30, 2016. 
Not valid with any other offers or discounts. 

Not valid with phone/online sales. 
Code: Corp YES/SNO



Sky Event:
Delta Aquarids 
Meteor Shower

Sky Event:
Delta Aquarids 
Meteor Shower

For more information about the George 
Observatory: hmns.org/observatory
For more information about the Expedition 
Center: hmns.org/space

BOOK YOUR FIELD TRIP TODAY!
Call 713-639-4659 
e-mail fieldtrips@hmns.org 
or visit hmns.org/fieldtrips

NOTES:

SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT



AUGUST

What will YOU learn through Early Investigations and Docent Tours?
Our guided tour options, adaptable to any grade level and a variety of subject areas, will make your field trip unforgettable. 
HMNS docents are passionate guides, and they love to bring our varied exhibit halls to life through exclusive, hands-on 
experiences tailored to your needs.

EDUCATOR
COUPON

COCKRELL 
BUTTERFLY CENTER 

$6 Tickets for Educators

That’s 25% off regular adult admission!
Just bring this coupon to the HMNS Box office.

Offer valid September 1 - 30, 2016. 
Not valid with any other offers or discounts. 

Not valid with phone/online sales. 
Code: Corp YES/SNO



 

  
 
 

For more information about Early 
Investigations and Docent Tours: 
hmns.org/education

BOOK YOUR FIELD TRIP TODAY!
Call 713-639-4659 
e-mail fieldtrips@hmns.org 

or visit hmns.org/fieldtrips

NOTES:

SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT



SCIENCE LABS

Add a hands-on component to your HMNS visit with 
one of the Museum’s interactive Science Labs! Visit 
hmns.org/sciencelab/ for more information.

ConocoPhillips Techno Science Labs

Explore features of the natural world and 
characteristics of physical science and chemistry! 

Topics include Optical Illusions (Sept.), 
Balancing Act (Nov.), Speed (Dec.), Discovering 
Density (Jan.), Marvelous Mixtures (April), 
and Sound Science (May).

Earth Science Labs

Take an in-depth look at the Earth and its composition! 

Topics include Rock Cycle (Oct.), Rocks and 
Minerals (Feb.), Mohs Hardness Scale (April), 
and Land Forms (May).

Time Labs

Enjoy a blast from the past with several history labs! 

Topics include Age of Exploration (Oct.), Civil War 
Science (Nov.), Inventions of the Industrial Revolution 
(Dec.), The Race for Space! (Jan.), History of 
Espionage (Feb.), and Spice (March).

Wildlife Labs

Meet some of the Museum’s live animal collection 
as you learn more about specific aspects of living 
things.

Topics include Bite Your Tongue (Sept.), Polyp-
palooza! (Oct.), Brr-It’s Cold in Here (Dec.), Scat/
Tracking (Feb.), One of These Things is Not Like 
the Other (March), Movin’ On Up! (April), and 
Beetlemania (May).

Dissection Labs

Dive right in with a hands-on dissection at HMNS! 

Topics include Colossal Calamari (Sept.), Raining 
Ranids (Nov.), Tugging on Your Heartstrings (Jan.), 
and Leaping Lubbers (March).

Labs On Demand

Like a Lab but can’t make it work that month? 
Try a Lab On Demand! We’ll work with you to find a 
time and date that works with both of our schedules. 
Email educationquestions@hmns.org to see if we 
can accommodate your request!

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
AND TEACHER RESOURCES

ExxonMobil Teacher Tuesday Workshops

Go behind the scenes with HMNS curators and staff 
through interactive workshops just for teachers. 
Topics cover a wide variety of subject areas and all 
grade levels. Workshops are held every month.

Differentiation with the Museum: 
Gifted and Talented

HMNS offers an annual 6-hour, TAGT approved 
workshop for educators every summer. Participants 
will engage in hands-on activities available for 
immediate implementation in their classroom!

Educator Late Nights

Enjoy HMNS after hours while participating in 
hands-on activities to use in your classroom, 
enjoying a catered dinner, and touring exhibits.

EXPLORE EVERYTHING 
HMNS HAS TO OFFER!



Energy Workshops 
presented by the Wiess Energy Hall

Energy workshops for science and social studies 
teachers are presented throughout the school 
year by energy education groups such as NEED 
and Project Learning Tree Energy & Society, 
presented by EIH. Additionally, curriculum support 
materials, generously supported by PwC, 
are available online for free.

The Educator Event @HMNS

At this conference-style event, educators have the 
chance to learn about the incredible educational 
opportunities provided by the museums, educational 
nonprofits, and local organizations in Houston!

Museum Store

Discover a world of books, souvenirs, educational 
items and science-related toys at the Museum 
Store. Take advantage of a special discount available 
to school personnel with valid school identification.

Excellence in Science Awards

HMNS is proud to honor teachers and students in 
the Houston area for their exemplary work in the 
fields of math and science. For more information, 
please visit hmns.org/excellenceinscience.

OTHER UNIQUE PROGRAMS

The ExxonMobil Career Challenge

Designed to stimulate interest in science and 
engineering careers in the Houston area, this 
program lets students “fly” a Mission to Mars in 
the Expedition Center while also visiting the Cockrell 
Butterfly Center, Burke Baker Planetarium, Wiess 
Energy Hall, and the Welch Chemistry Hall.

Wiess Energy Teambuilding

Enhance student teamwork and communication 
abilities while incorporating an overview of the 
geology, geography, and politics of the oil and 
gas industry. 

Scouts at HMNS

The Museum offers classes and activities at 
the Hermann Park, Sugar Land, and George 

Observatory locations that will assist Boy Scouts 
and Girl Scouts of all ages in earning an array of 
badges and patches.

GEMS - Girls Exploring Math and Science

Our annual GEMS event gives students and families 
a chance to learn about science, technology, 
engineering, and math while exploring careers in 
fields relating to these engaging STEM topics.

Science Hack Day Houston
Organized by Brightwork CoResearch

Watch as scientific minds collaborate to make 
new and exciting ideas come to life during this 
overnight event.

Xplorations Summer Camps

Summer camps offer adventures for kids ages 6-12, 
featuring a variety of topics that are sure to please 
any young scientist. Topics include everything from 
paleontology to robotics, art to literature, and more!

HMNS Energy Conservation Club
Generously supported by Marathon Oil Corporation

Visit this web portal made specifically so that school-
aged groups can find information, activities, and 
events related to energy and conservation.

DISTINGUISHED LECTURES
Generously supported by the Favrot Fund

Throughout the year, HMNS hosts a variety 
of distinguished lecturers to enhance your 
understanding of a current exhibition or provide new 
perspectives on captivating topics. Educators can 
receive $5 off the regular ticket price to all lectures 
with coupon code $5offSchTchr. Visit hmns.org/
lectures for full schedule.

PROGRAMS AND LECTURES



IMPORTANT DATES
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NOTES
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