


The Houston Museum of Natural Science works with 
educators to offer exciting, engaging, and highly effective 
educational opportunities for the community. In recent years, 
we have doubled the number and size of our permanent 
exhibition halls and tripled the amount of space dedicated 
specifically to our education department, allowing us to 
more fully embrace our passion for natural science education. 
This passion is reflected by our creative and committed 
staff literally every day throughout our exhibition halls, 
interactive student labs, in-depth workshops, and exceptional 
professional development sessions for educators. 

We pride ourselves on carefully developing compelling 
educational materials to complement all of our collections, 
galleries, and venues. This year, you can experience our newly 
renovated Burke Baker Planetarium featuring a Digistar 5 
True8K system. As for permanent exhibitions, we’re looking 
forward to our newest renovation—the $40,000,000 extreme 
makeover of the Wiess Energy Hall which is projected to 
reopen on the fourth floor in fall 2017. 

If plummeting down the borehole of an oil and natural gas 
well isn’t your thing, then take in the beauty and brutality 
of African wildlife, become inspired by Egyptian culture, 

experience other worlds through the Wortham Giant Screen 
Theatre, discover some of the most spectacular fossils, gems, 
and minerals in the world, and immerse yourself in a tropical 
rainforest teeming with butterflies. 

The Museum offers exclusive educational programs to 
support all these exhibitions and experiences, including 
Science Labs for grades one through eight, Expedition 
Center missions to the Moon and beyond, and Early 
Investigations tours for students in kindergarten 
through third grade.

Our curriculum webpage, hmns.org/curriculum, offers 
easily accessible, TEKS-based objectives for both permanent 
and special exhibits. This curriculum is based on each grade’s 
interdisciplinary TEKS standards and is designed to meet 
the greatest number of grade-level objectives possible. 
Additionally, all curricula are in downloadable Microsoft ® 
Word documents, so that you can adjust them to meet 
your individual needs.

If you are unable to visit us at any of our three locations, 
Hermann Park, Sugar Land or the George Observatory, 
we can bring the Museum to you. HMNS offers six unique 
Outreach Programs that travel throughout the Houston 
area and beyond, allowing students to experience hands-
on science. These Outreach Programs vary in topics from 
paleontology to geology, chemistry to physics, and Native 
Americans to Ancient Egyptians. Book early and guarantee a 
unique, interactive experience for your students.

HMNS is pleased to provide numerous professional 
development opportunities for educators during the 
2016-2017 school year. We continue to offer a variety of 
trainings that will help teachers earn Gifted and Talented 
and Continuing Educational credit, as well as behind-the-
scene workshops and exhibit tours that occur periodically 
throughout the year. 

We hope that the 2016-2017 Educator’s Guide will be 
useful as you prepare for another outstanding school year. 
In keeping with the tradition, we’ve added an exciting piece 
to the Guide this year. Sign up for our email list to receive 
the monthly newsletter which will reveal a different mystery 
each month. Stay curious, Houston.

Sincerely,

A LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT

Joel A. Bartsch
President
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FIELD TRIP PROGRAM

The Houston Museum of Natural Science is committed 
to providing exemplary education for the community, 
and we work hard to help teachers bring learning to 
life for their students.

Reservations:

Field trip reservations may be made by phone by calling 
713-639-4659, by e-mail at fieldtrips@hmns.org, or online 
at hmns.org/fieldtrips. After your trip is booked, you will 
receive a confirmation invoice by email, fax, or mail. 
Please carefully review your confirmation and contact 
us immediately if changes need to be made. 

To qualify for field trip rates you must: 

• Belong to an educational organization
• Make reservations in advance
• Visit us Monday – Saturday, 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
• Have a minimum of ten students  

For more detailed field trip policies, please visit us at 
hmns.org/fieldtrips.

Individuals with Special Needs:

The HMNS staff is dedicated to ensuring the enjoyment 
of all our visitors. If any students or adults in your group 
have special needs, please inform us when booking your trip 
so that we can make the appropriate accommodations. 
We want to help you have the best day possible.

Accessibility:

Our goal is to make the Museum accessible to all visitors. 
We are excited to offer resources for those with sensory 
sensitivities or those affected by autism spectrum disorder. 
Before coming to the Museum, download and review our 
Sensory Guides, Exploration Planner, and other resources 
to make your visit to HMNS more enjoyable for you and 
the whole family! 

If you have any questions about which exhibits are appropri-
ate for you or your child, please ask a staff member or visit 
our website at hmns.org/accessibility.

Payments:

Payment is due upon arrival at the Museum. Field trip 
rates are already discounted; no additional coupons or 
membership discounts apply at any of the HMNS 
locations. To view specific pricing information, 
see p. 37 or visit hmns.org/fieldtrips.

Museum Etiquette:

To ensure that all Museum visitors have an optimal 
experience, and out of respect for our collection and the 
safety of others, we ask that all HMNS patrons adhere 
to the following guidelines:

• Keep your hands to yourself and keep a safe distance 
from objects, walls, cases, and photographs. The oils,   
salts, and acids in our sweat can damage works of         
art and artifacts.

• Be respectful of other visitors to the Museum by     
using a quiet voice when walking through the Halls.

• Cell phones must be turned off or silenced               
while in the Halls.

• Food, drinks, and chewing gum are not allowed            
in the Halls.

• Students are not permitted to run, jump, kick, or touch 
walls, cases, or artifacts.
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Teachers and chaperones are responsible for the behavior of 
their students/children during their visit to the Museum. We 
thank you in advance for ensuring that our Museum remains 
in good condition for all visitors to enjoy. If these guidelines 
are not followed, you may be asked to leave the Museum.

Free Online Curriculum:

Our team of educators has produced field trip curriculum, 
generously supported by Phillips 66, for grades K-12. 
Based on each grade’s interdisciplinary TEKS objectives, 
this curriculum covers the Museum’s permanent exhibit
halls and special exhibitions, encouraging students to 
deepen their understanding of the concepts presented 
at HMNS and become lifelong learners. All curricula 
is available online for free at hmns.org/curriculum.

Curriculum materials include:

• TEKS objectives
• Vocabulary words to prepare the students for the trip
• Knowledge Hunt that connects classroom learning       

and Museum exhibits with real world information
• Extension Activities that include hands-on experiences,  

cooperative learning, critical thinking, research, 
and cross-curricular lessons so students may extend               
learning beyond their day at the Museum

If you have a curriculum question, please contact our 
field trip line or e-mail curriculum@hmns.org.

Discount Days!

Receive free admission to the permanent exhibit halls 
(special exhibitions excluded) on any Monday or Tuesday 
when you purchase one additional HMNS venue in 
September or January, or two additional HMNS venues 
in February. Additional HMNS venues include Wortham 
Giant Screen Theatre, Cockrell Butterfly Center, or 
Burke Baker Planetarium.

In the Know…

To receive e-mail notifications about everything that is 
going on in the field of education at the Museum, join 
our educator network at hmns.org/education.
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Bill of Rights : Amending America

Opening Sept. 5, 2016                                                                                                      
Members-only Sept. 2-4, 2016                                                                                              
Join us for the Shell Educators' Preview Tuesday, 
Oct. 4, 2016 from 4:00 - 7:00 p.m.

The Bill of Rights, the first ten amendments to our 
Constitution, is rooted in English tradition. Its origin has a 
remarkable story – beginning with the ideals the colonists 
had come to expect from government, combined with the 
novel idea of limiting government. It all began with Article 
V, the section that outlines how to amend the Constitution, 
which gave the people the ability to make changes that 
reflect society, life and the pursuit of happiness. 

The exhibition includes court cases and a replica of the 
14th Amendment, one of the Reconstruction Amendments, 
which addresses citizenship rights and equal protection 
of the laws, and which was proposed in response to issues 
related to former slaves following the American Civil War. 
It also features a replica of the entire Bill of Rights. 
(The original does not travel.)                                                                                

Amending America: Bill of Rights is organized by the National 
Archives and Records Administration, and traveled by the 
National Archives Traveling Exhibits Service (NATES). 

This exhibition was developed in collaboration with the National 
Archives’ National Outreach Initiative to commemorate the 
225th Anniversary of the Bill of Rights. The exhibition is 
presented in part by AT&T, HISTORY®, Seedlings Foundation, 
and the National Archives Foundation. Local support provided 
by The Hamill Foundation.     

Mummies of the World: The Exhibition

Opening Sept. 26, 2016                                                                                                 
Members-only Sept. 23-25, 2016
Join us for the Shell Educators' Preview Tuesday, 
Oct. 4, 2016 from 4:00 - 7:00 p.m.

This special exhibition hosts mummies of animal and human 
bodies from all continents and ages in time. Displaying 
over 150 mummies and accompanying findings and 
precious burial offerings, this exhibition provides fascinating 
insight into mummification, a phenomenon encompassing 
different periods in time and places in the world. Artificially 
embalmed mummies are juxtaposed to bodies that were 
naturally preserved in bogs, ice and deserts. The mummies 
are show cased in their cultural context with a view to 
state-of-the-art scientific methods. Investigation results in 
anthropology, biochemistry, genetics, pathology, medicine 
and other disciplines offer valuable clues about the origins, 
living conditions, dietary habits and diseases and these 
research findings are illustrated in multi-media presentations.   
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Gladiators: Heroes of the Coliseum

Opening March 13, 2017
Members-only March 10-12, 2017

Gladiator combat has evolved into one of the defining 
symbols of ancient Roman culture. Featuring original 
artifacts from the Colosseum never before exhibited outside 
of Italy, this large international exhibit illustrates the 
compelling and fascinating world of the gladiators. 

This exhibit explores the behind-the-scenes lives of the 
gladiators and the colossal stage upon which their fate 
was determined, the Colosseum. Theirs was a world of 
specialized training, discipline, regulation, and peril, but also 
of hope of fame, redemption and even wealth and freedom. 
Original armor and related archaeological artifacts from the 
Colosseum and other Italian museums are included.

Organized by Contemporanea Projetti, srl and Expona in 
collaboration with the Coliseum, Rome.

Amber Secrets: Feathers from the Age of Dinosaurs

Through March 2017

Prized amber gems began their journey through deep 
time in liquid form— as resin secreted by trees, likely in 
response to injury. This liquid “Band-Aid” served as a natural 
sticky trap for capturing a portion of the ecosystem that 
could not be preserved in such detail in any other manner.  

Amber Secrets, Feathers from the Age of Dinosaurs features over 
100 of some of the most exquisite specimens dating as far 
back as 99 million years ago. Plants, fungus, vertebrates and 
invertebrates such as insects, spiders, scorpions, snails, millipedes 
and centipedes are represented. Each polished translucent gem 
provides a window to the time of the dinosaurs. 

Organized by the Houston Museum of Natural Science.

Fabergé: From a Snowflake to an Iceberg

Through January 2017  

With the addition of over 150 new pieces, this exhibition 
showcases 500 jeweled treasures from the world-renowned 
McFerrin Collection. The exhibition presents a historical 
overview of the works of the House of Fabergé, as well as 
the remarkable Russian history relating to the objects on 
display. Dozens of personal treasures of the Romanov Family 
including Imperial pieces owned by Nicholas II, Alexander 
III, and their family are featured.

Organized by the Houston Museum of Natural Science 
and the Artie and Dorothy McFerrin Foundation.

Cabinet of Curiosities 

Museums exist to inspire people to wonder and to facilitate 
creative thought. Given our curious natures and innate 
desire to collect, it is no wonder that the modern museum 
has its humble roots firmly planted in the privately-owned 
collections of extraordinary objects from the past. These 
collections, called cabinets of curiosity, first became popular 

SPECIAL EXHIBITIONS



7hmns.org/exhibits

in the Renaissance and reached their pinnacle of popularity 
in the Victorian Era. As an homage to its own history, 
the Houston Museum of Natural Science presents an 
interpretation of the cabinet of curiosity. Visitors have the 
unique opportunity to peruse various objects of curiosity 
and wonder, up close and in a personal way. Admission to this 
exhibit is included with entrance to the permanent exhibit halls.

Organized by the Houston Museum of Natural Science.

Special Exhibition at The Houston Museum 
of Natural Science at Sugar Land

Block Party, Too

Now to January 3, 2017 

No matter how big or small the structure, the physics of 
force work the same way! Take a closer look at principles 
of science, technology, engineering, and math in this family-
friendly hands-on exhibit at the Houston Museum of 
Natural Science at Sugar Land. Examine how force affects 

structures as you construct a tower as tall as you can make it, 
balance a crane with long, long arms, build a bridge to span 
a great distance, or reinforce a pyramid to give it enough 
strength to withstand time.

Locally sponsored by Siemens Analytical Products & Solutions. 

Please view the website at hmns.org/sugarland for current 
information or contact the field trip department 
at 713-639-4659.
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MAIN FLOOR

Morian Hall of Paleontology

The Morian Hall of Paleontology is one of the largest 
and most dynamic paleontology exhibitions in the world. 
Larger than a football field and towering more than two 
stories in height, the Hall of Paleontology features engaging 
exhibitions and superb, original fossils with over 60 major 
mounts. View one of the ten most complete Tyrannosaurus 
rex skeletons ever recovered, marvel at the uniquely preserved 
Triceratops named Lane, whose "mummified" skin is still 
intact, and wander through our Jurassic Bark gallery of 
petrified wood. 

The Albert and Ethel Herzstein Foucault Pendulum

Suspended from the Museum’s roof, the Foucault 
Pendulum demonstrates the rotation of the Earth. 
At Houston’s latitude of 30°N, the pendulum progresses 
through 180° each day, eventually knocking down all of 
the wooden pins thatsurround it. 

Alfred C. Glassell, Jr. Hall

Houston businessman Alfred C. Glassell, Jr. was a well-
known philanthropist, but many never knew of his devotion 
to large species of game fish – not only for sport but also for 
research and conservation. This exhibit highlights Tumbesian 
fish species including the world record black marlin caught 
by Glassell on August 4, 1953 that tipped the scales at 1,560 
pounds. The exhibit includes over 40 specimens of game fish.

The Houston Museum of Natural Science’s permanent 
exhibition halls offer a unique assortment of interdisciplinary 
adventures for students of all ages. Visit hmns.org/curriculum, 
generously supported by Phillips 66, for TEKS objectives 
K-12 and to promote lifelong learning!

LOWER LEVEL

“Do The Weather With Chita Craft”
presented by KHOU-TV Channel 11

Step in front of the camera and join Channel 11 
Meteorologist Chita Craft…then it's lights, camera, action 
as you become the star of the show on a replica of the 
Channel 11 weather set!

Welch Hall of Chemistry

Watch chemistry come alive before your eyes! Experiments, 
interactive displays, and other creative installations give 
students a better understanding of chemical processes 
and the importance of chemistry in the everyday world.

Vintage Texas Wildlife Dioramas

The new dioramas in the Education Wing have been a 
regular part of the Museum for several decades. When 
their occupied space was deemed essential for renovation, 
Museum staff were unable to simply throw away these 
dioramas with their rich and fine detail. Instead we decided 
to make an effort to do what museums do best – conserve 
these precious historical antiquities, preserving them for 
future generations to enjoy and appreciate.

PERMANENT EXHIBITIONS

hmns.org/exhibits



Frensley/Graham Hall of African Wildlife

The animals that inhabit the mysterious continent of Africa 
come alive in this unique exhibit. Experience the diversity 
of African wildlife represented through seven themed 
ecosystems as part of the Graham Family Presentation 
of Ecology and Conservation Biomes.

Hamman Hall of Texas Coastal Ecology

The Texas coast is a natural treasure to many Texans, but few 
know about its ecologic and economic importance. Discover 
how a healthy environment is paramount to maintaining and 
sustaining a healthy economy. 

Visitors learn about the environmental characteristics of 
the Texas coast, as well as critical habitats, iconic species, 
concerns and impacts, recreation, and opportunities for 
conservation and restoration. 

The Hamman Hall of Texas Coastal Ecology is 
generously underwritten by the George and Mary 
Josephine Hamman Foundation. 

Strake Hall of Malacology

With more than 100,000 species, mollusks include such 
diverse creatures as clams, snails, and giant squid. Explore 
their world through models, fossils, dioramas, living 
specimens, and hundreds of rare and spectacular shells.

THIRD FLOOR

John P. McGovern Hall of the Americas

Investigate thousands of years of Native American history 
from the Arctic to the Amazon through reconstructed 
environments, hands-on activities, and a magnificent 
collection of rugs, pottery, beadwork, kachina dolls, 
pre-Columbian gold, and other rare treasures.

Hall of Ancient Egypt

Become immersed in an ancient primary civilization with the 
Hall of Ancient Egypt. This exhibit hall covers a wide range 
of topics related to ancient Egyptian culture, illustrated with 
objects from the HMNS permanent collection. 

Explore a variety of exciting aspects of Egypt, including daily 
life, culture, religion, and, of course, burial and mummification.

SECOND FLOOR

Cullen Hall of Gems and Minerals
including The Lester and Sue Smith Gem Vault

Home to the world’s finest display-quality mineral collection, 
students can view more than 500 beautifully crystallized 
minerals, including some of the rarest and most beautiful 
specimens ever unearthed.  The Smith Gem Vault includes 
dazzling examples of diamonds, rubies, sapphires, emeralds, 
aquamarines, topazes, amethysts, alexandrites, and tourmalines. 
The stunning centerpiece of the exhibit is a 1,869 carat 
emerald, the largest ever recovered in North America. 

Made possible through the generous support of The Smith Foundation. 

Farish Hall of Texas Wildlife

The Farish Hall of Texas Wildlife will lead visitors through 
the amazing diversity of the seven biotic provinces of Texas. 
Come face-to-face with the state’s native creatures through 
realistic displays of the wide variety of animal species that fill 
the many habitats of Texas – from the dry, arid desert of west 
Texas to the humid, rain-soaked areas of east Texas.

9hmns.org/exhibits
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Films That Inspire Lifelong Learning

Selected for their educational value, curriculum connections, 
and cinematic excellence, our films are catalysts to ignite 
a student’s interest in natural science. We have included a 
pictorial description of the sub-genre of each documentary 
film we show.  

Extreme Weather 3D

NEW this fall! Extreme Weather 3D comes to us from 
famed storm chaser and award-winning giant screen film-
maker Sean Casey. This dramatic and exciting film will 
take us where few have gone before, to the edge of 300 foot 
tall calving glaciers in Alaska, on the front lines of massive 
wildfires in the West, and directly in the path of deadly, yet 
mesmerizing tornadoes in the plains. 

We also follow the men and women on the forefront of 
climate research, and the everyday heroes who put their lives 
on the line to help us understand and adapt to our ever-
changing weather.

Wild Africa 3D 

NEW! From the highest snow-covered mountains in Kenya, 
along great rivers, into steamy rainforests and wide-open 
savannahs, Wild Africa 3D reveals the striking contrast of 
stunning deserts beside wild oceans and the sunlit abundance 
of the coral reefs. Water, the interconnecting force of this 
kingdom, serves as a guide, shaping wild Africa and 
conjuring up life wherever it journeys.

WORTHAM GIANT SCREEN THEATRE

hmns.org/giantscreen
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WORTHAM GIANT SCREEN THEATRE

National Parks Adventure 3D

The U.S. National Park Service turns 100 years old in 2016, 
marking a major milestone in the preservation of America’s 
wild, untamed spaces. National Parks Adventure 3D brings 
the magnificence of these landscapes to the giant screen and 
takes audiences on the ultimate off-trail adventure across 
America’s majestic and treasured parks in an action-packed 
celebration of the wild places that belong to us all.

Amazing Mighty Micro Monsters 3D

NEW this fall! Super powers exist. Right here on Earth. 
Beneath our feet. Beetles that shoot chemical fire and lift 
enormous weights; scorpions that glow in the dark with 
astonishing crushing powers; and, spiders that can make 
themselves virtually invisible and hypnotize their prey; 
even a bug that can transform itself into another creature 
entirely.  In this 3D giant screen adventure, we shrink down 
and step into the hidden world of the super-powered bugs. 
Prepare to be amazed.

Teacher's Choice Options
Films are 40 – 45 minutes in length

Teacher’s Choice begins October 1. Visit our website for an 
updated list and description of each film.  Reservations must 
be made seven business days in advance.

Dinosaurs Alive 3D 
Extreme Weather 3D 
Galapagos 3D: Nature’s Wonderland 
Humpback Whales 3D
Mysteries of the Unseen World 3D
National Parks Adventure 3D 
Secret Ocean 3D
Tiny Giants 3D
Wild Africa 3D 
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Chrysalis Corner

Witness butterflies emerge! This unique exhibit showcases 
the remarkable transformation of many species of butterfly. 
Watch them break free of their chrysalis and begin to expand 
their wings. If you’re lucky, you may see our entomologists 
release them into the rain forest!

LOWER LEVEL

Explore an Entomologist’s Lab

Tucked underneath the waterfall and behind the cenote 
pool, discover how insects are particularly important to 
humans. Listen to interviews with real-life entomologists 
and take a peek into an entomologist’s lab, where you can 
look at insect specimens up close, pick up some butterfly 
gardening tips, learn about backyard beekeeping, and 
explore the best ways to control mosquitoes.

Insect Vending Machine

Arthropods can make a tasty snack! Learn how different 
cultures incorporate insects into their diets, and then try 
it out for yourself with a tasty snack from this unusual 
vending machine.

MAIN LEVEL

The Land of Beeyond

Perfect for families with little ones who are “knee high to 
a grasshopper”! In this immersive insect environment, kids 
can play in a giant beehive, put together puzzles, or enjoy 
insect picture books.

Visit the Cockrell Butterfly Center-where students 
experience the amazing world of arthropods in a 
tropical rainforest!

Enter a stunning, three-story glass structure built around 
a 50-foot waterfall! This simulated tropical rain forest is 
filled with exotic plants and hundreds of gorgeous, living 
butterflies. These beautiful, delicate creatures, imported 
from butterfly farms around the world, will delight you 
as they flutter through the vegetation, stop to sip nectar 
or fruit juices, and occasionally alight on lucky visitors.

BROWN HALL OF ENTOMOLOGY
Visit the exhibitions surrounding the rain forest 
conservatory for an in-depth look at arthropods.

UPPER LEVEL

The Amazing World of Arthropods

Marvel at astounding living insects, spectacular mounted 
specimens, larger-than-life models, and interactive games. 
Search for camouflaged insects, meet a cricket weatherman, 
learn how insects are used to solve crimes, watch leaf cutter 
ants at work, see giant wasp nests, get a close-up look of some 
of Houston’s largest cockroaches, and much, much more!

COCKRELL BUTTERFLY CENTER
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The Museum offers Plantarium Picks for Educators with 
topics for all grade levels. If you have a group of 25 or more, 
you may be able to request the show of your choice at the 
time you need. Reservations must be made at least seven 
business days in advance. Please note that any seats not 
filled by students will be made available for public sale.

Monday through Friday 10:30 a.m., 11:00 a.m., 11:30 a.m., 
12:00 p.m., 12:30 p.m., 1:00 p.m., 1:30 p.m., 2:00 p.m.

Black Holes
(Grades 5-12)

What is a black hole? Where do they come from? How do 
we find them? What would it be like to fall through one? 
Explore the latest scientific discoveries about black holes 
in an exciting, visually immersive show. 

Dark Universe

Dark Universe whisks audiences out of the Milky Way 
galaxy, drops them alongside a parachute descending 
through Jupiter’s atmosphere, and brings them all the 
way to the afterglow of the Big Bang while revealing 
the breakthroughs that have led astronomers to confront 
two great cosmic mysteries: dark matter and dark energy.

The Burke Baker Planetarium underwent a complete 
renovation in the spring of 2016! The new and improved 
planetarium reopened featuring a Digistar 5 Tru8K 
system.This enables students to travel to the limits of their 
imagination through more than 15 out-of-this-world shows. 
Each trip is an action adventure that is real and immersive 
– an exciting 3D experience without glasses! TEKS 
correlations are available for all shows and all grade 
levels at hmns.org/planetarium. 

BURKE BAKER PLANETARIUM
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Dynamic Earth

Explore concepts and terms essential to understanding the 
climate, and fills in major gaps in the public’s understanding 
of climate change. In doing so, it enables audiences to gain 
perspective on one of the most important issues of our time: 
the question of how to balance the energy and resource needs 
of our populations with the need to safeguard Earth’s great 
life support system, the global climate.

Solar Superstorms
(Grades 3 and up)

A fury is building on the surface of the Sun – high-velocity 
jets, a fiery tsunami wave that reaches 100,000 kilometers 
high, rising loops of electrified gas. What’s driving these 
strange phenomena? How will they affect planet Earth? 
Find the answers as we venture into the seething interior 
of our star. Narrated by Benedict Cumberbatch. 

Starry Night Express
(Best for all grades)

This is a traditional planetarium show – a LIVE tour of 
the night sky with a close up of the Moon and planets 
as they appear this evening. Constellations and deep sky 
surprises complete this grand tour. The show also features 
meteor showers, eclipses, comets, and times to see the 
International Space Station.

Stars of the Pharaohs 
(Grades 3-12)

Travel to ancient Egypt and discover how astronomers 
made the first solar calendar, aligned their temples, and 
pyramids and told time by the stars. Explore the most 
spectacular temples and tombs of the ancient world, 
projected all around you in their original splendor.

The Great Planet Adventures
(Best for all grade levels)

Be a super star on the solar system’s low gravity worlds: 
zip line on the scorched Mercury surface, snowmobile on 
Pluto, bungee jump from an asteroid, dive from the tallest 
cliff, or rappel into the deepest canyon in the solar system.
Ten thrills and ten destinations visiting all the planets! 

We Choose Space!
(Best for all grade levels)

Explore the completed International Space Station, 
both inside and out, and visit a thriving lunar colony at 
the Moon’s South Pole. This is a great introduction for 
human spaceflight and the Moon.

Zula Patrol
(Grades PK-2)

Under the weather from the planet Zula comes the 
Zula Patrol. When their weather-collecting pet, Gorga, 
runs away, the Zula Patrol chases him all the way to our 
solar system. Here they learn about the weather on Earth 
and other planets while trying to save Gorga from the 
villainous Dark Truder.
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With Space Flights to the Moon and Mars Daily

Chevron Expedition Center Program 
at the Houston Museum of Natural Science

The Expedition Center is our next generation of space 
flight simulator. It uses the Museum’s 26 years of simulated 
space flight to create more exciting, interactive, and 
STEM-focused experiences, with updated software and 
more engaging teamwork challenges. The excitement of 
exploration becomes a foundation to teach interdisciplinary 
tasks, foster team problem solving skills, and promote 
STEM careers. 

Houston provides career opportunities in medicine, 
technology, engineering, and space, as well as the biological 
and geological sciences. During each Expedition, students 
model these real world careers as they fly to the Moon 
and Mars. Our expeditions also emphasize the skills that 
make good students and valuable employees: responsibility, 
teamwork, decision-making, and communication. 
All expeditions include free admission to the Museum’s 
permanent exhibit halls (excluding special exhibitions).

Operation LEAPFROG: 
Lunar Exchange and Preparation for Research On-Going

It is the year 2076: Operation LEAPFROG must be 
successful and only your students can make this happen. 
New Tranquility Base on the Moon is awaiting the 
arrival of your space ship from Earth for a crew exchange 
before journeying to Mars. Students must work together 
to complete a successful expedition while performing 
experiments, maintaining the ship, and surviving the 
perils of space travel.

HMNS EXPEDITION CENTER

Expeditions are available for every age and level of student. 
You can schedule an Expedition for your students Monday 
through Saturday, 9 a.m. – 3 p.m.

Mini-Crew Expedition (1 hour)
12-24 students; Grades 4-12

Junior-Crew Expedition (1.5 hours)
12-20 students; Grades 1-3; plus 1 mandatory adult 
for every 2 students

Full-Crew Expedition (2 hours)
24-44 students; Grades 4-12

Staff Development/Team Building

For an exceptional staff development/team building 
activity for teachers, try an Expedition in our interactive 
simulator! Expeditions can be designed and offered at 
times to fit your schedule.

Discounts

If your school has never experienced a simulation, ask 
for the “First Time Flyer” discount. Also, science, math, 
and engineering classes or clubs in secondary grades may 
qualify for a free expedition, sponsored by the JSC Chapter 
of the NASA Alumni League. Contact: expedition@hmns.org 
or 713-639-4631.

Just for Fun in Simulation Space

Gather your friends or scout group and fly a Mini-Crew 
Expedition just for the fun of it! Or book an Expedition to 
the Moon or Mars for your next birthday party.
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HMNS AT SUGAR LAND

Located in a historic building in Sugar Land, our 
satellite campus is the perfect venue for a field trip. 

Field Trips

The museum is home to a full-size Science on a Sphere, 
a 2,000-gallon salt water fish aquarium and an outdoor 
butterfly garden. The permanent exhibit halls, featuring 
items from the HMNS collection, cover Earth, Life, 
Space, and Physical sciences, and Paleontology. Seasonal 
special exhibitions are also scheduled throughout the year. 
Information about these programs and more may be found 
at hmns.org/sugarland.

Enhanced Experience:

Customize your field trip by requesting an Enhanced 
Experience with a docent. Tap into the expertise of the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
(NOAA) through Science on a Sphere, our eight-foot wide 
suspended globe that displays hundreds of automated images 
about the solar system and our changing Earth; search the 
native Texas plants for caterpillars and chrysalises in our 
butterfly garden; explore sea life in the salt water aquarium; 
or participate in an exciting live chemistry demonstration.  

Our docents are specially trained to give students greater 
exposure to these unique programs and welcome the chance 
to share their professional knowledge. 

Dig Pit

Dig for dinosaur bones, just like a real paleontologist! 
Students ages 3 – 12 will enjoy grabbing the digging tool of 
their choice to uncover the skeleton of a Triceratops, one of 
the first of its kind found with its legs attached to its body. 

Dig further to find a Velociraptor attacking a Protoceratops, 
or uncover a T. rex skull under the special recycled mulch. 
Children under 3 years of age will enjoy the ball dig pit 
where they will find dinosaur shapes in relief on the floor.

Field Trip Classes

Unique classes at HMNS at Sugar Land are available during 
Field Trips and cover topics that include fossils, fossil fuels, 
landforms, rock cycles, and more. Taught by Texas certified 
instructors, they ensure an educational message for students 
during the visit and provide an opportunity for teachers to 
see topics presented in unique ways. Two weeks advance 
notice is required to schedule all field trip classes. 

Digital Dome Theatre

The full-dome action surrounds the audience in Sugar Land 
with shows for every age and learning objective. Students 
from pre-K to young adult will expand their knowledge 
through the show you pre-select based on your curriculum 
needs. Offerings include Secret of the Cardboard Rocket, Earth’s 
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Wild Ride, Dinosaur Prophecy, Dawn of the Space Age, Body 
Code, Black Holes, and many more. The HMNS Astronomy 
team continually updates the playlist with original features.

Science Night

Let HMNS at Sugar Land host your school’s annual 
Science Night. Schools have the opportunity to book the 
museum for their event and let the HMNS staff do the 

work! Students and family members attend at the field 
trip rates and have the opportunity to view all HMNS 
at Sugar Land has to offer. Volunteer docents will be on 
hand to share interactive items in our exhibit touch carts 
as families explore and learn together.

School Celebration

Turn your field trip into a special celebration!  Schools 
that book field trips to our Sugar Land location have the 
opportunity to extend their science learning into a party. 
Students will enjoy exclusive use of the museum for the 
day with full access to exhibit halls, a planetarium show, 
science based craft creations, special demonstrations, 
outdoor activities, and more. Priced at $7.00 and up 
per student, based on the selected offerings.

Art Gallery

HMNS at Sugar Land has a space to exhibit artwork 
created by local students and children. Our Art Gallery 
showcases the talents of area students and accepts up to 
twenty-five pieces from two groups each month. This is a 
great way to show off the wonderful work that is done 
every day in our local art classes. Contact Kristina Thompson 
(kthompson@hmns.org or 281-313-2277 ext. 123) to schedule 
a time for your artists to display their work. 
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Expedition Center Birthday Party

Spend your birthday in space with an exciting mission to the 
Moon or Mars! You and your friends will become astronauts 
for a day while running these unique missions!

Discovery Dome Portable Planetarium
Up to 20 students per showing.

Our portable, inflatable dome theater is an exciting 
experience that offers stars, planets, dinosaurs, volcanoes, 
tornadoes, DNA, and much more, with over 30 different 
films to choose from! Each full-dome film or live 
presentation lasts 30 minutes, and you may choose several 
presentations in the same visit or combine a show with 
a tour, a class, or an Expedition Center mission.

GEORGE OBSERVATORY

Located in Brazos Bend State Park, the George Observatory 
offers a wide array of activities, including Chevron Expedition 
Center Program simulated space flights, Astronomy classes, 
the Discovery Dome Portable Planetarium, high school 
observing classes, and science labs. Be sure to keep track 
of what’s happening at hmns.org/observatory.

The Expedition Center

While on our Chevron Expedition Center Program, 
students become astronauts and flight controllers in our 
space simulator, which runs missions to the Moon or to 
Mars. Each child will engage in an interactive learning 
environment where they are assigned a task that allows 
them to problem-solve, work as a team, and experience 
real astronaut training.

Mini - Crew Expedition to the Moon or Mars
Grades: 5 - 12
(1 hour) 12 - 20 students

Junior - Expedition to the Moon
Grades: 2 - 4
(1.5 hours) 12 - 20 students; PLUS 1 adult 
for every 3 students

Full - Crew Expedition to the Moon and on to Mars
Grades: 5 - 12
(2 hours) 21 - 40 students
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Astronomy Classes

One-hour daytime astronomy classes include a tour of the 
George Observatory research telescope. Astronomy classes 
may be combined with an Expedition Center mission or a 
Discovery Dome Planetarium show.

Classes include: 

Exploring the Night Sky 
Grades: 4-7

The Solar System – Or What Happened to Pluto?
Grades: K-5

The Sky Tonight – Constellations and Planets
Grades: 3-8

Life Cycles of Stars
Grades: 5-8

The Colorful Night Sky
Grades: 9-12

High School Observing Classes
Up to 30 students per class.

Limited number of evenings available from November 
through March, 6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. Call 281-242-3055 
for reservations.

Science Labs
Up to 20 students per lab.

Labs are held twice a month, 10:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m.
Call (713) 639-4659 for times and availability. Each lab lasts 
one hour and includes admission to Brazos Bend State Park. 
All lab classes listed in this section are available on demand 
at any time throughout the school year.

Labs include: 

Sun & Shadows
Moon Mysteries
Star Light, Star Bright
Telescope Wonders
To Be an Astronaut
Starry, Starry Night - Constellations
The Solar System
Cosmic Wanderers - Comets
Asteroids & Meteors
Deep Space and Beyond
Newton’s Laws
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Our labs feature Museum specimens, artifacts, and 
laboratory equipment. Students examine artifacts, 
investigate technology, meet live animals, and conduct 
scientific experiments in five different-themed labs. Each 
lab lasts one hour and includes admission to the Museum’s 
permanent exhibit halls. Labs can accommodate up to 25 
students and are held on select dates each month at HMNS 
and select Thursdays and Friday at HMNS at Sugar Land.

Labs are available at 9:30, 11:00, and 1:00. 
Cost: $165 per Lab; $200 per Dissection Lab 
(pricing may vary by specimen)

Time Labs 

Mongol Empire 
(October at HMNS) 

Charlemagne
(November at HMNS) 

The Black Death
(December at HMNS; January 26th in Sugar Land) 

History of the Horse and Man
( January at HMNS) 

Timbuktu
(February at HMNS) 

Inventions of Imperial China
(March at HMNS; March 31st in Sugar Land) 

Wildlife Labs 

Magnificent Madagascar
(September at HMNS; September 29th in Sugar Land) 

Mountain Livin’ 
November at HMNS; November 17th in Sugar Land) 

Nature’s Revenge
(December at HMNS; December 15th in Sugar Land) 

Myrmecology
(February at HMNS; February 23rd in Sugar Land) 

Say What?
(March at HMNS; March 30th in Sugar Land) 

Pollution/Conservation
(April at HMNS; April 27th in Sugarland) 

Deep Sea Divers
(May at HMNS; May 25th in Sugar Land) 

Earth Science Labs

Our Place in Space
(October at HMNS; October 27th in Sugar Land) 

Smaller Than a Planet
(February at HMNS; February 24th in Sugar Land) 

Livable Earth
(April at HMNS) 

Total Eclipse of the Sun
(May at HMNS) 

SCIENCE LABS
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ConocoPhillips TechnoScience Labs 

Skyscraper Science
(September at HMNS; September 30th in Sugar Land) 

Kitchen Science
(November at HMNS; November 18th in Sugar Land) 

Optics
(December at HMNS; December 16th in Sugar Land) 

Water Works
( January at HMNS; January 27th in Sugar Land) 

Crash Course
(April at HMNS; April 28th in Sugar Land) 

Shape Science II
(May at HMNS; May 26th in Sugar Land) 

Dissection Labs  
Featuring dissections for grades 5-10

Whooo’s There?
(September at HMNS) 

Mud Puppy Mania
(October at HMNS; October 28th in Sugar Land) 

Seeing Stars
( January at HMNS) 

Waste Not, Want Not
(March at HMNS) 

Labs on Demand

Need help with a TEKS objective? Want a lab experience 
for your field trip? Try our Labs on Demand, featuring 
Museum specimens, artifacts and laboratory equipment! 

Our interactive Labs on Demand offer the instructor the 
opportunity to select the topic that best suits their students 
at any given time. Labs are one hour (excluding some 
Advanced Labs) and can accommodate up to 25 students. 
Entry to the Permanent exhibit halls is included for all 
students and their chaperones.

Cost: Standard: $200
Dissection: $200 (pricing may vary by specimen)
Advanced Lab Topics for High School: $200 - 450 

Topics include but are not limited to:

Physical Science: Chemistry, Force and Motion, Electricity, 
and Light and Optics

History and Culture: Ancient Egypt – to complement 
our Hall of Ancient Egypt, Ancient and Medieval History 
Topics, and classes based on current or past exhibitions.

Biology: Cells, Animal Adaptations, and Life Cycles

Earth Science: Rock Cycle, Paleontology – including our 
new Fossil Shark Tooth Lab, Earth Systems Topics (moon 
phases, tides, water cycle, solar system)

Dissection: please inquire regarding particular 
specimen availability.

For a full list of Labs on Demand and Dissection specimens 
we can offer, please email EducationQuestions@hmns.org or 
visit our website hmns.org/education/educators



HOUSTON MUSEUM OF NATURAL SCIENCE
hmns.org/education



25hmns.org/education

EARLY INVESTIGATIONS AND 
DOCENT TOURS

Guided Tour Options

Docent Tours

Get an exciting, interactive look at our exhibit halls 
by booking a docent tour! Go behind the scenes with a 
specially trained docent who will allow students to access 
touch-carts and participate in hands-on presentations. 
Pet zebra fur, hold prehistoric poop, and marvel at ancient 
mummification methods! 

Tours are available for each of the permanent exhibit halls 
and last approximately one hour. One docent is provided 
for every 10 people on the tour.

Early Investigations (Grades K-3)

Calling all junior paleontologists, Egyptologists, and 
scientists of every sort: the Houston Museum of Natural 
Science has a program for you! Consisting of a hands-on 
classroom session and an interactive, guided tour of one 
exhibit hall, the Early Investigations program is 1.5 hours of 
exciting, hands-on science enrichment! 

Students will handle real artifacts and specimens from our 
permanent halls, participate in crafts and science activities, 
and receive a take-home reminder of their day at HMNS. 
Come dig for fossils, write hieroglyphs, design your own 
butterfly, and have some fun at HMNS!

Programs options include:
Paleontology
Insect Zoo
Ancient Egypt
Texas Wildlife
African Wildlife
Under the Sea
Native North Americans
Native Latin Americans
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OUTREACH PROGRAMS

Bring the Museum to you with our exciting, hands-on 
Outreach Programs! These interactive programs will take 
over your classroom, covering a wide variety of topics, from 
paleontology to chemistry to Ancient Egypt. Whether 
you teach kindergarten or high school, we can adapt our 
programs to fit your students. Most of the Outreach 
Programs include curriculum, with activities for 
before and after the program.

Bugs on Wheels

Fascinating, hands-on presentations led by Cockrell 
Butterfly Center staff members will introduce students 
to the wonderful world of plants, insects, and other 
arthropods, with live specimens from the Center’s collections. 
Presentations last 30–45 minutes and are tailored to grade-
specific TEKS objectives. 

Topics include: Amazing Arthropods, All About Butterflies, 
Awesome Arachnids, Cleanup Crew, Monarchs, The Buzz 
About Bees, and Plants and Pollinators.

Discovery Dome

A portable, inflatable dome theater brings stars, planets, 
dinosaurs, volcanoes, tornadoes, DNA, and much more to
 your school with over 40 different full-dome immersive 
movies and live shows for grades PK-12. Programs range 
from Big Bird to Black Holes and from astronomy and 
weather to biology and life science. Each program lasts 
25 minutes, and you can choose several presentations in 
the same visit. Extended scheduling hours are also available. 
Download a brochure that describes all of the available 
shows at hmns.org/discoverydome.

Docents to Go

A trained Museum docent will visit your school or 
organization with real Museum artifacts and specimens! 
Each session, 45 minutes to an hour in length, is a 
hands-on, interactive experience. 

Topics include: Egypt, Energy, Insects, Native Americans, 
Oceans, Paleontology, Rocks and Minerals, and Texas Wildlife – 
custom presentations with a combination of themes may 
also be created to fit your group’s needs.

Chevron Earth Science on Wheels

Let HMNS bring field geology to your classroom! 
From crystals to claws, and from teeth to Triceratops 
skin, your students will be amazed by the wonders of Earth 
Science. Presentations last 30-45 minutes and are tailored 
to grade-specific TEKS objectives.

Topics include: Dinosaur Discovery (grades K-5), Dynamic 
Earth (grades 2-8), Science Sort (grades K-12), Know Your 
Rocks (grades 2-8), Water Cycle (grades 2-8), Renewable is 
Doable! (grades 2-12), and Focus on Fossils (grades 2-12). 

hmns.org/outreach 



ConocoPhillips Science on Stage

These large-group presentations explore physical 
science through exciting demonstrations. From discovering 
the effects of liquid nitrogen to seeing Newton’s laws in 
action, Science on Stage makes science concepts relevant 
and fun. Presentations last 45 minutes and are suitable 
for grade levels 2-12. 

Topics include: Cool Chemistry, Exploring Energy, 
and Motion Commotion.

Science Start

Bring basic science concepts to life – through fun, 
interactive demonstrations made especially for K-2nd 
scientists! Hands-on, real-world activities focusing 
on inquiry and experimentation introduce students to 
fundamental objectives in an easy-to-grasp way, tailored 
to age and grade level. 

Presentations last 25 minutes, and include the topics 
Discovering Density, Space: Going The Distance!, and Body Works.

TOTAL Wildlife on Wheels

A Museum naturalist will visit your school with live animals 
and Museum specimens, giving students opportunities to 
explore the basics of animal life. Presentations last 30–45 
minutes and are tailored to grade-specific TEKS objectives. 

Topics include: Invertebrates (grades 2-12), Rainforests 
(grades 3-12), Reptiles & Amphibians (grades PK-12), 
Texas Wildlife (grades 2-12), and Vertebrates (grades PK-12). 

Science Nights

Customize a themed event at your school by choosing 
multiple, interactive outreach presentations, hands-on 
science crafting activities, and investigation stations.

Outreach Packages 

Choose from a wide variety of Outreach Packages including 
several programs centered around a TEKS-aligned theme! 
Programs may be customized, and are available at your 
school or at the Museum as part of your field trip visit.

27hmns.org/outreach
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OTHER UNIQUE 
STUDENT PROGRAMS

The ExxonMobil Career Challenge 

A program for middle school students designed to stimulate 
interest in 21st century science and engineering careers in 
the Houston area. Students will “fly” a Mission to Mars in 
the Expedition Center spacecraft, visit the Cockrell Butterfly 
Center, the Burke Baker Planetarium, and the Welch Hall 
of Chemistry – all with a focus on exciting careers students 
might pursue.

Scouts @ HMNS

The Museum offers classes and activities at the Hermann 
Park, Sugar Land, and George Observatory locations that 

will assist Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts of all ages in earning 
an array of badges and patches. Classes are offered on 
Saturdays during the school year, and week-long programs 
are offered over Spring Break and summer.

For more information about the Scouts programs 
visit our website at hmns.org/scouts.

Student Overnights at HMNS

Find out what happens at the Museum after the sun goes 
down! After a fun-filled evening of hands-on activities, 
overnighters settle down to spend a night at the museum 
in the exhibit halls. Customize your Overnight by choosing 
from different activity topics, optional presentations and 
more to create your own unforgettable Overnight adventure! 

Visit our website at hmns.org/overnights to download the 
Overnights Pricing & Info sheet or contact the Overnight 
Coordinator at overnights@hmns.org.

GEMS 2017
Girls Exploring Math and Science (all ages)
Saturday, February 18, 2017

Join us for our annual Girls Exploring Math and Science 
open house-style event, where students and families can 
learn about science, technology, engineering, and math. 
Students can also explore careers in fields related to these 
engaging STEM topics. 
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Local professionals will be on hand to answer questions 
about their careers in STEM fields, providing a great 
opportunity for families to get involved and encourage 
students to excel in math and science to reach their career 
goals. For more information on attending GEMS 2017, 
please visit our website at hmns.org/education.

Participate and host an activity booth at GEMS 2017 and 
win cash prizes for your school’s science lab or math club! 
Email educationquestions@hmns.org for more information on 
the application process. 

Science Hack Day Houston
April 1-2, 2017

Science Hack Day Houston sponsored by Brightwork 
CoResearch is returning to HMNS for a fourth year! 
Come watch as scientific minds collaborate to create new 
and exciting ideas. Interested in participating? You can hack 
too! Check hmns.org or sciencehackdayhouston.com for more 
details as the event approaches.  

Xplorations Summer Science Adventures

Worried your child will forget everything from the 
school year? Xplorations Summer Camps can help! 
Camps offer science adventures for kids ages 6-12. Parents 
can choose from a variety of camp topics sure to please 
any young scientist. From paleontology to robotics, art to 
literature, and pets to medieval madness, every young 
thinker will be challenged!

For a full list of camp offerings, visit our website at 
hmns.org/education during the spring of 2017.

HMNS Energy Conservation Club
Generously Supported by Marathon Oil Corporation

Looking for sources to help children play their part 
in conserving resources for our future? The Energy 
Conservation Club is a Web portal for your school-
aged group from school, church, or scout troop to find 
information, activities and events related to energy and 
conservation.

The HMNS Energy Conservation Club web site provides 
information on all things related to energy, including 
information about fossil fuels, alternative to efficiency and 
conservation; learning activities for individuals, homes, and 
schools; energy in the news; conservation tips; places to visit 
and energy related events; teacher training activities; contests 
and much more! Visit hmns.org/ecc to get started!

Party Smarty Birthday Parties

The Party Smarty birthday party program at HMNS and 
HMNS at Sugar Land is your one-stop-shop for party 
planning – from selecting a theme and deciding on décor to 
securing activities and entertainment, we’ve got you covered. 
Party Smarty is about more than cake and candles. We make 
it our mission for your child to have an unforgettable time 
and to learn something while they’re at it.

Parties are customizable with add-on programs; contact 
your party planner for more information about add-ons like 
magicians, live animal demonstrations, and more. For more 
information, visit our website at hmns.org/birthdays.
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Excellence in Science Teaching Awards 
and Student Scholarships

Each year, teachers and students in the Houston area are 
recognized for their exemplary work in the fields of math 
and science. Annual awards of $2,000 are given to two 
teachers and two students. Please visit hmns.org/education 
for more information.

ExxonMobil Teacher Tuesdays
Cost: $25 members; $30 non-members

Discover a new world of science as you go behind the 
scenes with HMNS curators and staff in exciting, interactive 
workshops. Dinner is included and participants will earn 
three hours of CPE credit. These programs are for adults 
only and are geared towards different levels of instruction. 
Register early to guarantee your spot! 

Block Party
September 13, 2016

Exploration of the natural sciences and imaginative 
construction play are a natural fit.Get busy discovering how 
to teach with building toys. Experience hands-on creative 
exploration and bring back amazing ideas to your classroom 
that will inspire student creativity and understanding of 
science and engineering concepts. 

Cabinet of Curiosities
(Best for all grades) September 27, 2016

Curiosity is the heart of education. Come discover 
how cabinets of curiosity were the forerunners of modern 
museums and how creating classroom collections with 
your students can be used to integrate biology, history, art, 
and math into lessons, using collecting, classifying, and 
cataloging activities. Includes tour of the special 
exhibit, Cabinet of Curiosities.

Revolutionary Science
October 25, 2016

From spy craft to topographic maps and beyond. 
Discover how to increase interest in the American 
Revolution by adding hands-on activities and experiments 
to your curriculum. Includes a tour of the special exhibit, 
Bill of Rights: Amending America.

Amazing Inventions
(Grades K-8th) December 6, 2016

Invention is a great tool for teachers. When students 
invent they use stored knowledge and new knowledge and 
they must observe and analyze to identify problems and 
then use critical thinking to find a solution. Learn how to 
incorporate invention into your lessons. Includes a tour of 
the special exhibit, Bill of Rights: Amending America. 
Amazing Animals
(Grades K-2nd) January 24, 2017

Our innate curiosity about animals makes them the perfect 
tool for teachers. Learn how to incorporate easy hands-on 
activities that are cross-curricular and encourage observation 
and exploration in our budding young scientists. Includes a 
tour of Frensley/Graham Hall of African Wildlife, Farish 
Hall of Texas Wildlife, and Hamman Hall of Texas Coastal 
Ecology.

Photography
(Grades 5th-12th) February 7, 2017

Explore how photography can bring science into your 
classroom through hands-on activities with the physics of 
light. Learn to make parlor games that teach about light 
and motion and how to make photographs using the sun. 
Includes tour of the Wildlife Photographer of the Year 
special exhibit.

EDUCATOR RESOURCES AND 
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
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Dinos in the Classroom
(Grades K-2nd) February 28, 2017

Use the love students have for dinosaurs to teach important 
science skills such as sorting, classifying, investigation, and 
observation in this fun hands-on workshop. Includes tour 
of the the Morian Hall of Paleontology and the special 
exhibit Amber Secrets: Feathers from the Age of Dinosaurs.

Machines in Motion
(Grades K-8th) March 28, 2017

Designing and building are essential to engineering. 
Learn to use open-ended hands-on challenges to teach 
the engineering design process in your classroom while 
covering important STEM concepts.

It’s Elemental
(Grades 3rd-8th) April 4, 2017

Explore the periodic table and discover new ways to make 
it an exciting hands-on learning experience instead of just 
a "plain ol’ chart". Participate in hands-on activities that 
help students to understand important chemistry concepts. 
Includes a tour of the Welch Hall of Chemistry.

Plague!
April 25, 2017

From Yellow Fever to the Black Death, come explore 
the history and science of plague by participating in 
simulations, hands-on activities, and experiments. Then, 
bring the plague back to your classroom to excite students 
about science and history!

Gladiator School
(Best for all grades) May 2, 2017

Welcome to the arena! Here, where every hit could be fatal 
and every fight your last, you must have concentration and 
be fearless of death. Come experience Roman gladiators and 
how to incorporate them in to your classroom. Includes tour 
of Gladiators special exhibit.

Discovering Density 
May 23, 2017

Will it float? Build a boat, make a density column, and 
explore sinking, floating, and buoyancy through hands-on 
activities for your students.

EDUCATOR RESOURCES AND 
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
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Professional Development

Differentiation with the Museum
Gifted and Talented Staff Development
Cost: $60

HMNS is offering a 6-hour, TAGT approved workshop 
for educators. Participants will participate in hands-on, 
interactive activities available for immediate implementation. 
At the end of the session, educators will earn 6 hours of 
credit toward the completion of the state mandated 30 hours 
of G/T teacher training OR a 6-hour update credit for those 
who have completed their 30 hours.

Educator Late Nights
Cost: $60 members; $70 non-members
Time: 5 p.m.-11 p.m. on select dates

During Educator Late Nights attendees enjoy the 
Houston Museum of Natural Science after hours while 
participating in an exclusive experience designed specifically 
for Educators. In each fun-filled evening you will work on 
hands-on activities to use in your classroom, have a 
catered dinner, and tour exhibits.

Check in begins at 4:30pm, late night activities are from 
5 p.m. - 11 p.m.  Complimentary parking in the HMNS 
Garage is included for all participants. 6 hours of CPE 
credit will be awarded to participants at the end of the 
event. Registration for the Educator Late Nights is 
restricted to Educators Only. 

NOTE: Participants must stay through the entire event to 
receive credit as partial credit is not available.

Mummies of the World
(Grades 3rd-8th) November 11, 2016

Discover mummies from around the world and 
explore the science and history behind the making of a 
mummy. Participate in fun hands-on activities that you 
can bring back to your classroom. Includes tour of the 
Hall of Ancient Egypt.

GT Workshop: ZOOM!
January 27, 2017

In this year’s GT Workshop, Zoom!, explore the Museum 
while engaging in a variety of activities that help teachers 
differentiate naturally. Receive hands-on techniques that 
are available for immediate implementation! Whether you 
are detail-oriented or focus on the big picture, enhance your 

classroom strategy to help reach all of your student with 
tons of ready-to-implement activities and techniques. With 
dynamic presenters, engaging sessions, and the whole world 
of HMNS to explore, this is a workshop like you’ve never 
seen it before.

Teaching Science Through Literature 
March 31, 2017

Cross curricular is best! Come explore how the 
Museum uses books to enhance learning in the sciences. 
Participate in hands-on activities, listen to great stories, 
and explore the Museum.  

Energy Workshops 
Presented by the  Energy Hall

The  Energy Hall presents energy workshops and 
curriculum support materials for science and social 
studies teachers throughout the school year. Workshops 
are also presented by outstanding energy education groups 
such as NEED (National Energy Education Development 
Department, www.need.org) and Project Learning Tree’s 
Energy and Society, presented by EIH (Environmental 
Institute of Houston).

For  Energy Hall curriculum, generously supported by PwC, 
please visit hmns.org/energycurriculum or, for additional 
information about our Energy Workshops, visit hmns.org/ecc.

EDUCATOR RESOURCES AND 
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
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EDUCATOR RESOURCES AND 
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
NEW! Aramco iExplore Chemistry

Aramco iExplore Chemistry is a program that uses the 
Museum’s resources, including its Welch Hall of Chemistry, 
to educate fifth grade teachers and students about the topic 
of chemical energy, related TEKS objectives, and careers. 

This program is for teachers and students of Galena 
Park ISD only. If you are not from Galena Park ISD 
and would like to book this program, please email 
educationquestions@hmns.org.

The Educator Event @HMNS
January 21, 2017

The Educator Event @HMNS is a conference-style event 
where you can learn about the incredible educational 
opportunities provided by museums, educational nonprofits, 
and local organizations.  
 
Earn three hours of CPE credit by attending workshops at 
the Houston Museum of Natural Science. The event is open 
to all Houston-area teachers, school administrators, student 

teachers, education undergraduate and graduate students, 
and home school educators. Discover what the Museum, 
along with other education nonprofits and corporations, can 
offer you and your students through field trips, professional 
development, and programming.

To find out more about how you can participate in 2017, 
email EducatorEvent@hmns.org. 

HMNS Catalysts

Looking to mix things up? Join HMNS' Young Professionals 
group, HMNS Catalysts, and cause a reaction! A membership 
program for fun, intellectual types around town to mix and 
mingle. Become a catalyst and take advantage of all HMNS 
has to offer. Learn more at hmns.org/catalysts. 

Museum Store

Discover a word of books, souvenirs, educational items, and 
science-related toys at the Museum Store. School personnel 
with valid school identification will receive a discount.
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Hear about the latest scientific discoveries from the world's 
foremost experts. Throughout the year, HMNS hosts a variety 
of distinguished lecturers to enhance your understanding of a 
current exhibition or provide new perspectives on captivating 
topics. From Archaeology to Zoology, meet experts in a variety 
of fields and hear about their latest research. 

Educators receive a discount to all Distinguished Lectures 
at HMNS! Use coupon code $5OffSchTchr at HMNS Box 
Office or 713.639.4629 to receive $5 off the regular ticket 
price. (Coupon not accepted online.)

Maya Ritual Secrets Revealed: Sacrifice, 
Divination, and Astronomy
Tomás Gallareta Negrón, Ph.D., Millsaps College
September 21, 6:30 p.m. 

Fate of the Maya
Carolyn Sumners, Ed.D., HMNS
September 22, 6:30 p.m.

Human Longitude of Gettysburg 
with Special Update on Gettysburg Battlefield  
Brian Matthew Jordan, Ph.D.,Sam Houston State University
Ed W. Clark, Gettysburg National Military Park
September 27, 2016, 6:30 p.m.

Archaeological Legacy of Poverty Point, American 
Indian Earthworks Complex Dating to 1700 BC   
Diana Greenlee, Ph.D.,
Poverty Point UNESCO World Heritage Site
October 4, 2016, 6:30 p.m.

Deep Life: The Hunt for Hidden Biology 
of Earth, Mars, and Beyond
Tullis Onstot, Ph.D., Princeton University
October 12, 2016, 6:30 p.m. 

Mythological Beasts:  Dragons, Griffins—and Dinosaurs?
Adrienne Mayor, Ph.D., Stanford University
October 20, 2016, 6:30 p.m.

Future Humans: Inside the Science 
of Our Continuing Evolution
Scott Solomon, Ph.D., Rice University
October 25, 2016, 6:30 p.m.

Update in Egyptology: King Tut, Nefertiti 
and the God Amoun’s Harbor
Mostafa Waziri, Ph.D., Valley of the Kings
Salah El Masekh, Ph.D., Karnak
October 26, 2016, 6:30 p.m.

2016 Fabergé Symposium
Global Panel of Speakers 
November 4, 2016, 8:00 a.m.

More than Genes: Predators, Parasites 
and Partners of the Human Body
Rob Dunn, Ph.D., North Carolina State University
November 9, 2016, 6:30 p.m.

Houston and the Civil Rights Movement
Rev. William Lawson, Wheeler Ave. Baptist Church
November 15, 2016, 6:30 p.m.

Applying Forensics to Archaeology – 
Scientific Analysis of Fakes and Forgeries
Andrew Shortland, Ph.D., Cranfield University, UK
November 21, 2016, 6:30 p.m.

Scales in Amber: Lizards that “Resinate” 
Through Deep Time
Juan D. Daza, Ph.D., Sam Houston State University
November 30, 6:30 p.m.

Mystery of Gobekli Tepe – The Oldest Temple on Earth
Mehmet Ozdogan, Ph.D., Istanbul University
February 9, 2017, 6:30 p.m.

Mapping the Heavens: Radical Science 
That Reveal the Cosmos
Priyamvada Natarajan, Ph.D., Yale University
February 22, 2017, 6:30 p.m.

Food Resources Effect on Humans: 
Socially and Physically
Erin Vogel, Ph.D., Rutgers University
March 1, 2017, 6:30 p.m.

Secrets from a Watery Grave: USS Houston and HMAS 
Perth James Hunter, Ph.D., 
Australian National Maritime Museum
March 2, 2017, 6:30 p.m.

Secrets of the Gladiators, 
The World’s First Gladiator Cemetery Revealed
David Jennings, Director of York Archaeological Trust
April 4, 2017, 6:30 p.m. 

Lighten Your Footprint – Doable Steps 
Towards Sustainability
April 25, 2017, 6:30 p.m. 

DISTINGUISHED LECTURESEDUCATOR RESOURCES AND 
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
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PRICING

Main Campus

Field Trips
Special Exhibitions: Call for pricing
       (includes Permanent Exhibit Halls)
Permanent Exhibit Halls: $3.50 per person
Burke Baker Planetarium: $3.50 per person
Cockrell Butterfly Center: $3.50 per person
Wortham Giant Screen Theatre: $5.00 per person
                                                     (non-feature length)

Docent Tours:
$10.00 for every group of ten, including chaperones

Early Investigations Tours
$5.00 per person; Includes entrance to the Permanent 
Exhibit     Halls OR Cockrell Butterfly 
Center

Expedition Center Missions
Mini-Crew Mission: $160
Junior-Crew Mission: $185
Full-Crew Mission: $280

Science Labs
$165 per lab group
$200 per dissection (pricing may vary by specimen)

Science Labs on Demand
$200 per lab
$200-$450 per Advanced High School Topic
$75 travel fee

Outreach Programs for Schools
Bugs on Wheels:
 $425 half day; $525 full day
Discovery Dome:
 $425 half day; $525 full day; $625 extended day
Docents to Go:
 $100 per presentation
Chevron Earth Science on Wheels:
 $375 half day; $475 full day
ConocoPhillips Science on Stage:
 $375 first performance
 $150 for each additional performance
Science Start:
 $375 first performance pair
 $150 for each additional performance pair 
TOTAL Wildlife on Wheels:
 $425 half day; $525 full day

ExxonMobil Career Challenge
$10 per student
Energy Team Building Activity
$60 per student

Birthday Parties
$300 members; $325 non-members;
Does not include additions or space upgrades.

Professional Development Opportunities
Gifted and Talented: $60 per person
Educator Late Nights: $60 members; $70 non-members

ExxonMobil Teacher Tuesdays
$25 per person; $30 non-members

Distinguished Lectures
$12 members; $18 non-members

Sugar Land

Field Trips
Special Exhibition: Call for pricing
      (includes Permanent Exhibit Halls)
Permanent Exhibit Halls: $3.50 per person
Field Trip Classes: $7.00 per person
     (includes Permanent Exhibit Halls)
Science Labs
$165 per lab
$200 per dissection (pricing may vary by specimen)

Dig Pits
Ball Pit: $3.00 per person (2 years and under)
Regular Dig Pit: $5.00 per person (3-11 years)

George Observatory

Astronomy Day Classes
$165 (per group)

Expedition Center Missions
Mini - Crew Mission: $160
Junior - Crew Mission: $185
Full - Crew Mission: $280

Birthday Parties
$300 members; $325 non-members

Discovery Dome Portable Planetarium
$60 per show up to 20 students 

Prices subject to change without notice.
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CONTACT US

MAIN CAMPUS

Main Museum
hmns.org
713-639-4629

Field Trips
hmns.org/fieldtrips
713-639-4659, fieldtrips@hmns.org

Expedition Center Missions
hmns.org/space
713-639-4659, astronomy@hmns.org

Science Labs and Labs on Demand
hmns.org/sciencelab                                                                                                                 
713-639-4625, educationquestions@hmns.org    

Outreach Programs
hmns.org/outreach
713-639-4758, outreach@hmns.org

ExxonMobil Teacher Tuesdays
hmns.org/workshops
educationquestions@hmns.org

Professional Development 
hmns.org/workshops
713-639-4659, staffdevelopment@hmns.org

Gifted and Talented
hmns.org/workshops
713-639-4659 

Early Investigations
hmns.org/fieldtrips
713-639-4659 

ExxonMobil Career Challenge 
713-639-4747, bglass@hmns.org

Birthday Parties
hmns.org/birthdays
713-639-4716, birthdays@hmns.org 

Educator Late Nights
hmns.org/workshops
educationquestions@hmns.org

Energy Workshops
hmns.org/energycurriculum
713-639-4769, dburch@hmns.org

Energy Conservation Club
hmns.org/ecc
713-639-4769, dburch@hmns.org

Shell Educators’ Preview
hmns.org/educatorpreview
713-639-4659, educatorpreview@hmns.org

Scouts
hmns.org/scouts
September - May: 713-639-4631, scouts@hmns.org                                                                                                
June - August: 713-639-4702 for Summer Scouts

Xplorations
hmns.org/education
713-639-4625, xplorations@hmns.org  

SUGAR LAND 

Main Museum
hmns.org/sugarland
281-313-2277 ext. 100

Field Trips
hmns.org/sugarland
713-639-4659, sugarlandtrips@hmns.org

Science Labs
hmns.org/sciencelab                                                                                                                 
713-639-4625, educationquestions@hmns.org    

GEORGE OBSERVATORY

Classes and Expedition Center Missions
hmns.org/observatory
Monday – Friday: 713-639-4708
Saturday: 281-242-3055, georgeobservatory@hmns.org 

Birthday Parties
hmns.org/observatory
Saturday: 281-242-3055, georgeobservatory@hmns.org 

Science Labs
hmns.org/sciencelab                                                                                                                 
713-639-4625, educationquestions@hmns.org    

Online Media at HMNS
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MONTHLY COUPONS Exclusive monthly discounts 
for educators and their families!

EXHIBIT HALLS 
$7 Tickets for Educators

EXHIBIT HALLS 
$7 Tickets for Educators

EXHIBIT HALLS 
$7 Tickets for Educators

WORTHAM 
GIANT SCREEN THEATRE

$8 Tickets for Educators

WORTHAM 
GIANT SCREEN THEATRE

$8 Tickets for Educators

WORTHAM 
GIANT SCREEN THEATRE

$8 Tickets for Educators

BURKE BAKER
PLANETARIUM

$6 Tickets for Educators

BURKE BAKER
PLANETARIUM

$6 Tickets for Educators

COCKRELL
BUTTERFLY CENTER

$6 Tickets for Educators

COCKRELL
BUTTERFLY CENTER

$6 Tickets for Educators

That’s more than 25% off regular adult admission!
Just bring this coupon to the HMNS Box office.

Offer valid September 1-30, 2016. 
Not valid with any other offers or discounts. Not valid with phone/online sales. 

Code: Corp YES/SNO 

That’s more than 25% off regular adult admission!
Just bring this coupon to the HMNS Box office.

Offer valid May 1-31, 2017. 
Not valid with any other offers or discounts. Not valid with phone/online sales. 

Code: Corp YES/SNO 

That’s more than 25% off regular adult admission!
Just bring this coupon to the HMNS Box office.

Offer valid January 1-31, 2017. 
Not valid with any other offers or discounts. Not valid with phone/online sales. 

Code: Corp YES/SNO 

That’s more than 25% off regular adult admission!
Just bring this coupon to the HMNS Box office.

Offer valid October 1-31, 2016. 
Not valid with any other offers or discounts. Not valid with phone/online sales. 

Code: Corp YES/SNO 

That’s more than 25% off regular adult admission!
Just bring this coupon to the HMNS Box office.

Offer valid June 1-30, 2017. 
Not valid with any other offers or discounts. Not valid with phone/online sales. 

Code: Corp YES/SNO 

That’s more than 25% off regular adult admission!
Just bring this coupon to the HMNS Box office.

Offer valid February 1-28, 2017. 
Not valid with any other offers or discounts. Not valid with phone/online sales. 

Code: Corp YES/SNO 

That’s more than 25% off regular adult admission!
Just bring this coupon to the HMNS Box office.

Offer valid December 1-31, 2016. 
Not valid with any other offers or discounts. Not valid with phone/online sales. 

Code: Corp YES/SNO 

That’s more than 25% off regular adult admission!
Just bring this coupon to the HMNS Box office.

Offer valid April 1-30, 2017. 
Not valid with any other offers or discounts. Not valid with phone/online sales. 

Code: Corp YES/SNO 

That’s more than 25% off regular adult admission!
Just bring this coupon to the HMNS Box office.

Offer valid November 1-30, 2016. 
Not valid with any other offers or discounts. Not valid with phone/online sales. 

Code: Corp YES/SNO 

That’s more than 25% off regular adult admission!
Just bring this coupon to the HMNS Box office.

Offer valid March 1-31, 2017. 
Not valid with any other offers or discounts. Not valid with phone/online sales. 

Code: Corp YES/SNO 
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©2016 Houston Museum of Natural Science
5555 Hermann Park Drive, Houston, TX 77030

Information/Tickets: 713-639-4629
En Español: 713-639-4603 • TDD Service: 713-639-4687

©2016 Houston Museum of Natural Science
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Information/Tickets: 713-639-4629
En Español: 713-639-4603 • TDD Service: 713-639-4687

©2017 Houston Museum of Natural Science
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LOCATIONS

MAIN CAMPUS
5555 Hermann Park Drive
Houston, Texas 77030

SUGAR LAND
13016 University Blvd
Sugar Land, Texas 77479

GEORGE OBSERVATORY
21901 FM 762
Needville, Texas 77461
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