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** Students: please be aware of your surroundings and respect nature’s 
creatures! 
 

Top Secret Mission: Explore Brazos Bend State Park 
Solve the mission by finding all of the items around the park and nature center. 

Hunt carefully and quietly – some might be hiding! 
 

 American Alligator 

 

 Cattail   Texas Rat 
Snake 
 

 Minnow 
 

 Sage 
 

 Common Gallinule 

 

 Oak Tree 
 

 Gulf Fritillary 
 

 Nine-banded Armadillo 

 

 White-
tailed 
Deer 
 

 Gray Squirrel 
 
 
 
  

 Green Lynx Spider 
 

 Duranta Erecta 
 

 Banana 
Spider 

 

 Raccoon footprints 



Helpful Hints 

What was your coolest find today? Let us know!  
  @HMNS #experiencegeorge  

 

American Alligator 

 dark green to black color 

 lighter yellow belly 

 usually found submerged 
with only eyes showing 

 6-16 feet long 

 low rumbling noise 

Cattail 

 flat, long, thin leaves 

 grass-like 

 gray-ish green 

 found near marshy areas 

 cylindrical fruit that can 
appear fluffy 

Texas Rat Snake 

 Four to five feet long 

 Red or orange speckling 

 Gray head 

 White or gray underside 

 Yellow, tan, or brown 
irregular blotches 

Minnow 

 small 

 bluntnose  

 brownish-green color 

 shorter than four inches 

 found in shallow water 

Sage 

 Small white flowers 
grouped on a stem 

 Green thin leaves 

 bush-like 

 tall stems 
 

Common Gallinule 

 dark body 

 white flank stripe 

 red shield over its bill and 
forehead 

 swims on the surface  

Oak Tree 

 Lighter, scaly bark 

 Round lobes on leaves 

 Reddish-brown leaves in fall 

 Produces pale gray acorns 
with a “cap” 

 broad canopy 
 

Gulf Fritillary 

 orange and black wings  

 three with white spots 
outlined in black near body 

 brown underwings with 
large silvery spots 

 longer forewing 

Nine-banded Armadillo 

 nine bands between 
shoulder and rear 

 long, strong claws 

 narrow snout and armored 
tail 

 prefers areas with loose soil 

 often jumps when scared 

White-tailed Deer 

 underside of tail is white; 
about 10 inches long 

 found in woody areas 

 reddish brown, blue-gray, 
or tan color 

 antlers mainly consist of 
one beam with smaller 
branches 

Gray Squirrel 

 brown or gray body; lighter 
underneath 

 found in plants around 
streams and swamp trees 

 about 17 inches long 

 dark brushy tail with black 
highlights  

 can have white-tipped ears 

Green Lynx Spider 

 bright green body 

 pink-reddish on legs 
depending on surroundings 

 black spines and spots on 
legs 

 can have white or burgundy 
lines on abdomen 

Duranta Erecta 

 yellow/orange berry 

 purple/blue flower 

 found in an evergreen 
shrub 

 home to bees and 
butterflies 

Banana Spider 

 yellow abdomen 

 striped legs 

 narrow bodies 

 legs point inward 

 golden silk (web) 

Raccoon Footprints 

 front paws have five fingers 
splayed out from a palm 
(similar to a baby 
handprint) 

 back paws are elongated  


