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Price Includes: 

 Geology and paleontology  
field guides 

 Professional kayak guides 

 Kayak and equipment 

 Admission and fees for all  
activities listed in itinerary 

 Two meals: dinner on Thursday,  
March 31 and Saturday, April 2  

 Transportation to/from Honey  
Creek Ranch 

 Price Does Not Include: 

 Transportation to/from 
Houston/Mason 

 Lodging in Mason 

 Meals other than dinner 
on Thursday and Saturday 

 Adult Beverages with 
included dinners 

Houston Museum of Natural Science  
Travel Program 

 

Hill Country Kayak Trip 
Cambrian Reef Locations on the Llano River  

March 31 - April 3, 2016 
 

 
 

$515 per person for HMNS Members ▪ $615 per person for nonmembers 
Limited to 20 participants

 
Travel through a 500 million years old reef complex built by 
microbes and bacteria—right here in Texas. This expedition to 
the fossiliferous central Texas is a once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity to visit locations where scientists are actively 
researching early life in the planet and the evolution of 
microbial reef ecosystems. Our field guide for this trip is the 
vivid storyteller Professor André Droxler of the Earth Science 
Department at Rice University.  Paleontologist David Temple of 
the Houston Museum of Natural Science will also accompany 
the group.  
 

On Thursday, March 31, travel on your own to Mason in the 
heart of the Texas Hill Country, approximately 4.5 hours from 
Houston. After checking into your bed and breakfast, meet the 
group at 6 p.m. at Lea Lou Co-Op, a new Texas dance hall in 
Mason. Here you will meet the guides who will review the plans 
for the trip. Dinner here will be catered for the group. 
 

The home base for this trip is Honey Creek Ranch, which offers 
astounding views of the Llano River and her bluffs above, along 
which 12-15 m high microbial reefs are cropping out. On Friday 

https://www.facebook.com/lealoumason/
http://www.honeycreekranchmason.com/
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morning at 8:30 a.m. our professional kayak guide will meet us for a water-safety briefing at Honey 
Creek Ranch, where we will embark on our Cambrian adventure kayaking down the Llano River.  
 
 

Paleo-climatologist Dr. André Droxler will guide us through the 500 million year-old microbial marine 
reefs of the late Cambrian. Once projecting up as true reefs from the ocean floor, these formations 
tower above the Llano River. Dr. Droxler has been conducting research in this area for many years. This 
is truly a float through time.  
 

Our kayak outfitters will pick us up in the late afternoon at our take-out spot and transport us back to 
Honey Creek Ranch. A large table will be reserved for the group at Santos Taqueria/Sandstone Winery 
and Wine Bar in Mason. 
 

 

http://www.headforthehillcountry.com/
http://santostaqueria.com/
http://www.sandstonecellarswinery.com/wine_bar.html
http://www.sandstonecellarswinery.com/wine_bar.html
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On Saturday morning at 9:30 a.m. we will venture by land to Eagle Ridge Ranch located in south Mason 
County. This ranch has some of the best outcrops in the world containing fossilized in 3D reefs built by 
bacteria and microbes. These reefs may contain the first forms of life on Earth.  
 

Today on a trek along the James River and Mill Creek, you will have a different perspective—walking on 
top of and around the majestic 500 million years old reefs. From this vantage point, you can look closely 
in the strata of limestones and see examples of life so long ago—stromatolites and trace fossils (trails 
and created by ancient organisms). Tonight we will enjoy a sunset dinner at Honey Creek Ranch. 
 

Sunday morning we will say farewell to Mason County. The wildflowers should be spectacular on the 
way back to Houston.  
 
 

 
 
Hill Country Bed & Breakfasts 
 

Lodging is not included in the price of the trip. Participants are responsible for making their own 
lodging arrangements. Mason County is home to many charming bed and breakfasts. Reservations can 
be made through 1st Choice B&B Reservations at www.StayInMasonTx.com or 325.347.7829.  
 
 
Breakfast & Lunch  
 

On Friday and Saturday mornings, the group will meet at the Willow Creek Café on Mason Square for a 
hearty breakfast before the day’s adventures. You can also order a sandwich to-go for lunch. 
Participants are responsible for packing water, snacks and lunch on these days. 
 
 

 
 

http://www.stayinmasontx.com/
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Field Guides 

André Droxler 
Marine geologist and paleo-oceanographer André Droxler is our guide for this 
trip. He is an expert on reefs and carbonate platforms from the Cambrian to the 
Holocene. With interests in past ocean and sea-level changes, the main focuses 
of Droxler’s research include the evolution of coral reefs, the paleo-
oceanographic/climatic and sea level records archived in the sediments 
deposited around reefs and carbonate platforms. He is a professor in the 
Department of Earth Science, Faculty Scholar at the James Baker Institute for 
Public Policies and former director of the Center for the Study of Environment  

                                          and Society at Rice University.  
 

David Temple 
As associate curator of paleontology, David Temple developed the current 
Paleontology Field Program for HMNS. His team excavates a Permian locality in 
North Texas, looking for fossils of Dimetrodon, the most fearsome pre-dinosaur 
predator, as well as every other sign of life, in order to more accurately 
reconstruct a 250-million year old ecosystem. He has lead numerous paleontology 
trips for HMNS to Texas Permian and Eocene localities, Wyoming and Europe.  
  
 

 

 
Registration 
 
Participants can register for this trip at the HMNS Box Office, online at www.hmns.org/travel 
713.639.4629. By purchasing a ticket you agree to the “Participant Requirements and Responsibilities” 
and “Cancellation Information” (page 5). Full payment is required for registration. After purchase, you 
will be contacted by HMNS with confirmation of your registration. Pricing is $515 per person for HMNS 
Members and $615 per person for nonmembers. 

 
Cancellation Information 

 Cancellations made 15 days or more prior to departure will be refunded 50% of the price. No 
refunds for cancellations within 14 days prior to departure. Tickets are transferable; however HMNS 
must be alerted of the new traveler’s name, email address, cell number and home address.   

 There is a minimum number of 14 participants. In the event that less than the minimum number of 
participants register for the trip, the trip will be cancelled and all participants will receive full 
refunds. 

 No refunds will be made if a traveler chooses to not participate in group activities or misses a group 
departure.  

 
Waiting List  
This trip is limited to 20 participants. A waiting list will be kept once the trip is sold out. To be placed on 
the waiting list, email travel@hmns.org. 
  

http://www.hmns.org/travel
mailto:travel@hmns.org
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Participant Requirements and Responsibilities 

 Participants should be in good physical condition, capable of paddling 5 hours in a day, walking a fair 
distance on uneven ground while outdoors, and able to walk up and down stairs.  

 No prior kayak experience is required, but participants must be comfortable in the water. 

 Prior to registration, please check with HMNS if you have any accessibility accommodations that are 
necessary for you to enjoy the trip. 

 Access to restroom facilities is not possible at all times.   

 The minimum age of participants for this trip is 15. Each minor must be accompanied by one adult 
guardian. Guardians are responsible for the supervision and safety of their children.  

 Participants should notify HMNS staff of any medical issues in case of emergency.  

 No partial refunds will be made for missed activities. If participants miss a departure time, they must 
make their own arrangements to meet the group.  

 Participants will meet in Mason, Texas. Our first group activity begins at 6 p.m. on March 31 at Lea 
Lou Co-Op in Mason, Texas. On the mornings of April 1 and 2, participants will meet at Willow Creek 
Café for group departure. 

 Use of tobacco, e-cigarettes, alcohol, illegal drugs and firearms are not permitted on the tour.  

 Prior to trip, participants must complete HMNS Release and Consent form.  

 Participants must be self-sufficient and carry their own belongings. 

 This trip is rain or shine. In case of thunderstorms that prevent safe outdoor activities, indoor 
activities will be provided. 

 
Packing List 

 Layered clothing comfortable for activity and getting 
soaked 

 Comfortable, sturdy, closed-toed waterproof shoes  

 Personal daypack with water bottle 

 Sun hat, sunglasses, sunscreen 

 Camera, binoculars 

 Towel 

 Ziploc bags or dry pack for electronics and wallets 

 More details will be sent to those registered prior to 
the trip 

 
HMNS Contact Information  
travel@hmns.org, 713.693.4737, www.hmns.org/travel 

 

http://www.hmns.org/travel

