
HMNS Rainforests K-2  page 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pre-Show Activities 

Pre-Show Lesson:  Rainforest Animals 

Activity One: Animals of the Rainforest 

Materials:   Pictures of rainforest animals (see Appendix A-1)  

Procedure: 

1. Put pictures up of different rainforest animals ahead of time.  

2. Have students go stand next to the animal that they like the best. You may want to have 

some information on the back of each picture for the older students to read.  

3. Once in their groups, students will partner up. With their partners they will prepare a 

statement to convince others why their animal is the best. Pair up sets of partners to take 

turns sharing their statements. 

4. Bring class back together. Lead a discussion about how these animals are alike and 

different: body coverings, body parts, colors, etc. Tell students that all of these animals are 

found in the same ecosystem.  

    Life Science TEKS 

Kindergarten:     K.9A, K.9B, K.10A, K.10B  

First Grade:    1.9A, 1.9B, 1.9C, 1.10A, 1.10B  

Second Grade:       2.9A, 2.9B, 2.9C, 2.10A, 2.10B 

 

Rainforests 

Kindergarten-Second 

  

    Life Science Vocabulary 

adaptations, adult, air, animals, body covering, classify, environment, food chain, habitat, 

head, eyes, interdependence, leaves, limbs, living, needs, nonliving, nutrients, organisms,  

precipitation, produce offspring, roots, shelter, stem, survival, temperature, water 
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5. Ask students what kind of environment they think these animals would need in order to 

survive and why. Ask questions about the basic needs of animals: food, water, air, shelter 

and space.  

6. Tell students that all of these animals come from a tropical rainforest. Allow students to 

share what they know about tropical rainforests.  

Activity Two: Read Aloud 

1. Read a book or show a short movie about rainforests. A wonderful book is The Great 

Kapok Tree by Lynne Cherry or Nature's Green Umbrella: Tropical Rain Forests by Gail 

Gibbons. You can find a video of The Great Kapok Tree being read aloud on YouTube.  

2. As students are listening, discuss the living and nonliving elements of the rainforest. Create 

an anchor chart to illustrate these.  

3. For older students, you may want them to make a T chart for their notes while you lead the 

discussion after the book or video.  

Activity Three: Rainforest Discussion 

1. Lead a discussion to reflect on the importance of rainforests. Are they important?  Why or 

why not?   

2. Tell students about the museum presentation and ask them to name things they think they 

might see or hear during the presentation.  

3. Tell students to listen carefully to the presentation and see if they can figure out whether 

rainforests are important or not. Tell them that when they come back, they will discuss this 

as a class. They will need to listen for evidence or reasons that support their beliefs about 

the importance of rainforests.  

4. Give students an example of what providing evidence sounds like. If you say that your mom 

is the best mom in the world, no one is going to believe you unless you can give evidence 

to prove it. The evidence might be that she cooks you breakfast every day, she fixes you 

lunch, she helps you with your homework, etc. Remind students that they did this already 

with their animals earlier. They had to give evidence to prove why their animal was the 

best. Maybe it had sharp teeth or it could run really fast. Remind students that when they 

listen to the museum presentation, they are listening for evidence about how or why 

rainforests are important or not. 
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Post-Show Enrichment Activities 

 

Activity One: Rainforest Mix-Pair-Share 

1. When students return from the presentation, have them write a claim stating whether they 

believe rainforests are important or not: Yes or No.  

2. Give students time to record at least three reasons to support their claim. They can do this 

by writing sentences or drawing pictures for younger students. For example, they may draw 

a picture of chocolate to show that we get chocolate from the rainforest or a picture of a 

tree to show that rainforests have a lot of trees, which are important.  

3. Tell students that they need to be prepared to share their thinking. Students will participate 

in a Mix-Pair-Share to find partners. Play some music. Have students walk around carrying 

their notes. When the music stops, they partner with the nearest classmate. Decide who is 

partner A and who is B. Partner A will share their thinking first while B listens. Then partner 

B will share their thinking while partner A listens. Partners will thank each other for sharing. 

Play the music again and allow students to share with a second partner when the music 

stops.  

4. Lead a group discussion to help students understand the importance of rainforests. 

 

Activity Two: Rainforest Food 

1. Bring in some samples of rainforest food. Put each food type in a brown paper bag, and set 

the bags in separate stations. Examples might be: chocolate, vanilla, cinnamon, oranges, 

mangos, coconut, bananas, etc.  

2. Have students create a page in their science notebook to record observations.  

3. Students will smell inside each bag and make a claim stating what rainforest food is inside 

based on their observations. Students may use pictures or words to make their claim. 

 

Activity Three: Rainforest Food Chain 

Students will work in groups and use the pictures in A-2 to create food chains they might find in a 

rainforest. There are several different possible food chains, but all should begin with the sun and 

be followed by plants. Groups can record each food chain they make in their science notebooks. If 

students are working at tables, allow them to use a dry erase marker to make arrows to show the 
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path of the energy from organism to organism. For younger students, just give them pictures that 

you want them to use to create one food chain. 

 

Activity Four: Rainforest Layers Foldable 

1. Give each student a large piece of construction paper. Students will fold it in half and fold it in 

half again so they have 4 parts when they unfold it. 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Students will unfold it and fold it in half the opposite direction (see dotted line). 

  

  

  

  

 

3. This should make a “book” with four folds. Students will cut the folds on the top page of the 

book from the outside edge until they hit the fold. This should create four flaps on the outside 

cover. Label the flaps: Emergent Layer, Canopy, Understory, and Forest Floor. Discuss with 

students the living and non-living things they would find at each level and have students draw 

these on the inside page under the flap. Students may want to use one color to draw living and a 

different color for non-living items. 
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Activity Five: Rainforest Plants 

1. Students will take a field trip outside to compare and contrast rainforest plants with the 

plants in their schoolyard. Bring in some examples of rainforest plants. An easy plant to 

bring in is a fern. If you cannot bring in plants, show a picture of rainforest plants (see 

Appendix A-3).  

2. Younger students may record observations in a simple T-chart with columns labeled 

“Rainforest” and “Schoolyard”. You may want to lead them in a discussion of plant parts 

and plant needs as they fill out the rainforest column. Students can draw pictures to 

illustrate their thinking. Their chart should include items such as: stem, leaves, roots, 

flowers, seeds, needs water, needs sunlight.  

3. Take students outside and have them record their observations about the plants in their 

schoolyard in the other column. More advanced students may use a T-chart labeled “Alike” 

Emergent 

 

 

Canopy 

 

 

Understory 

 

 

Forest Floor 

 

 

Fold  
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and “Different” or a Venn diagram. Encourage students to think about the parts of a plant 

(roots, stem, leaves, flowers, seeds, etc.) and also the needs of the plant (water, sunlight, 

air). When you return to the classroom make a class diagram illustrating the similarities and 

differences in the plants. 
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Appendix 

A-1 

Rainforest pictures found at http://www.thecoloringbarn.com/rain-forest.html. 

 

 
 

Parrot
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Snake 
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 Butterfly 
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Monkey 
 



HMNS Rainforests K-2  page 11 

 
 

Sloth 
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Frog
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Gorilla 
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Leopard 
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Toucan 
 



HMNS Rainforests K-2  page 16 

A-2 

 

 

 
 

Rainforest Plants 
  

Caterpillar 

 

Frog 

 

Monkey 
 

Snake 

 

GorillaGo 

 

 

 

 

 

Gorilla 
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Toucan 
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A-3 

 

http://classbb.files.wordpress.com/2012/01/rainforest1.jpg 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://classbb.files.wordpress.com/2012/01/rainforest1.jpg
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A-4 

 

  

     Diagram found at http://www.wettropics.gov.au/rainforest-structure 

 

http://www.wettropics.gov.au/rainforest-structure

