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Educator Information: What you need to know about The Educator 
Event @HMNS.  

Attending 

 Teachers 

 School Administrators 

 Education undergraduate and graduate students 

 Home School educators 

 Non-educator guests must purchase a ticket to the museum in order to gain access to 
the museum’s exhibit halls and are not allowed to attend workshops.  

Guests 

Guests are allowed to attend The Educator Event, but they must purchase a ticket. Non-
educator tickets are $10 and it includes admission to Art of the Brick and George W. Strake 
Hall of Malacology. Guests are not allowed to attend the Workshops on the Lower Level.  

Registering 

Registration is FREE for all educators. Register on the HMNS website today!  

Check-in on the day of the event will be available beginning at 4 pm in the Grand Hall at the 
Houston Museum of Natural Science. The check-in table will close at 7:30 pm. Please print 
The Educator Event Passport (at the end of this document), and bring it with you on the 
day of the event! This passport will be used to record the programming you attended 
throughout the event.  

Continuing Professional Education Credits (1, 2, 3 or 4 hrs) 

Educators have the opportunity to earn up to four hours of CPE credit by attending 
programming throughout the event. At the end of each 30 minute program, educators will 
receive a stamp on their passport. Educators must attend two programs for every one credit 
hour they wish to earn. Partial credit cannot be awarded. See chart below for details.  

Number of Programs 
attended (30 minute 
sessions) 

Number of Stamps on 
Passport 

Credit Hours Earned (Partial 
Credit cannot be awarded) 

1 1 0 

2 2 1 

3 3 1 

4 4 2 

5 5 2 

6 6 3 

7 7 3 

8 + 8 + 4 

Program sessions last 30 minutes. Late arrivals will not receive credit. 

In order to receive credit, Educators must exchange a stamped passport (found at the end 
of this document) for a certificate at the Certificate Table in the Grand Hall near the Check-in 
Table. Partial credit hours are not awarded at this event.  

The Certificate Table will be open from 5:00 pm to 9:15 pm.  

http://www.hmns.org/education/educators/educational-resources/educator-events/the-educator-event-hmns/
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Workshop Descriptions 

Downtown Aquarium 
Squidy Anatomy  
(Elementary, Middle & High School) 

More than 280 species of squid live in the oceans worldwide. Many are masters of 
transformation, able to change their skin color and pattern in seconds to hunt prey, escape 
enemies, attract mates, stand up to rivals, and communicate with one another. In Squidy 
Anatomy, learn all about these amazing creatures plus dissection techniques, external and 
internal squid anatomy, and animal adaptations. 

 
Fort Bend History Association  

Science in the Time of Texas Colonization 
(Elementary, Middle & Home School) 

Science in the Time of Texas Colonization delves into the cutting-edge science of the 
1820s and 1830s with hands-on take-homes available that are fun, historic and educational! 

 
Geophysical Society of Houston  

Cupcake Core Sampling  
(Elementary & Home School) 

Are you hungry to learn more about the Earth? Core samples are taken and analyzed to 
determine the likely composition of the Earth’s interior. You will model core sampling 
techniques to determine the layers in a cupcake. Grades K-5. 
 
Exploring for Oil & Gas using Geophysics 
(Middle, High School & Home School) 

Do you want to learn how to get rich drilling for oil? Doing this investigation will help you 
understand how geoscientists identify and explore petroleum-rich reserves. Grades 6-12. 

 
Houston Museum of Natural Science  

Wildlife on Wheels: Rainforests 
(Elementary, Middle, High School & Home School) 

Featuring a wide variety of live animals and real Museum specimens, Wildlife On 

Wheels gives students a unique, hands-on opportunity to learn the basics of animal life. 

Meet unusual animals and learn about their adaptations for survival as you experience life 
science in a whole new way! 

Expedition Center: Deep Dive 
(Elementary, Middle, High School & Home School) 

Participants in a submarine and on a surface ship chart the path of the iceberg that sank 
the legendary RMS Titanic. Their mission ends with an exploration of the wreck site for new 
clues about what sank the unsinkable ship.  
 
Cockrell Butterfly Center: Butterfly Garden 
(Elementary, Middle, High School & Home School) 

Butterflies are some of the most beautiful and fascinating creatures on earth. Creating a 
butterfly garden at your home, park, or school is a wonderful way to observe their behavior 
and life-cycle, while also creating crucial habitat for these and other important pollinators. 
Please join us as we explore all of the things you need to have a successful butterfly 
garden. 
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Houston Museum of Natural Science (cont.) 
Science on Stage: Cool Chemistry 
(Elementary, Middle, High School & Home School) 

This exciting presentation takes an in-depth look at chemical changes and states of 
matter, observing various types of reactions and the byproducts created. From seeing a 
“stoplight” reaction, to learning how luminol works, to examining the special properties of 
lycopodium, the wonders of chemistry will amaze your students. Discover all the fascinating 
ways we use chemistry in our daily lives, as we show you how fireworks get their color, and 
why diapers are so absorbent! 

 
Houston Zoo  

Saving Animals in the Wild  
(Elementary, Middle, High School & Home School) 

Join our session to discover conservation opportunities in your local community and 
explore how to create environmental stewards in your classroom with hands on activities.  
Learn how Houston Zoo partners work around the world to help save animals in the wild! 

 
Moody Gardens 

A True Test of Wits: Animal Intelligence 
(Elementary, Middle, High School & Home School) 

Let’s get ready to rumble… with the world’s “smartest” organisms! What’s your power 
bracket? Chimpanzees? Nah. Dolphins? Overrated! Join us in this interactive, March 
Madness-style presentation that digs deep into what “animal intelligence” really means. 

 
Oilfield Energy Center 

Interactive Learning for Elementary Using the Playing with Petroleum Kit 
(Elementary) 

Are you in need of resources to teach science? Teachers will gain access to a plethora 
of activities including energy balls for teaching open and closed circuits; solar beads for 
teaching about invisible UV rays and danger to skin; microfossil rubbings to illustrate that oil 
does not come from dead dinosaurs; safety game, natural resource game, living vs nonliving 
game, plus a variety of books: Michael Recycle, Plastic, Recycle and more.  

 
San Felipe de Austin State Historic Site 

San Felipe de Austin SHS – Archaeology Lab Work 
(Elementary & Middle) 

Please join us for this session for an overview of early Texas printing, newspapers 
published in San Felipe de Austin, and a chance to try your hand at using a small printing 
press. 

 
San Jacinto Battleground SHS 

The Battle of San Jacinto – The Decisive Battle Which Took the World by Surprise 
(Elementary, Middle, High School & Home School) 

Come join us in exploring the battle of San Jacinto and soldier life on the Texas frontier 
during the 19th century! In this program, we will discuss the Texas and Mexican armies and 
what it would be like to be an individual amongst their ranks; we will discuss how, against all 
odds, the decisive battle of San Jacinto ended as a Texian victory and what this meant for 
both Texas and American history. 
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The Tailored Teacher, LLC 
Failure is a success, too!  
(Elementary, Middle, High School & Home School) 

Failure is a success, too!: bridging the gap from critical thinking skills to action-based 
learning for all ages. Come learn, explore hands-on with us and use the scientific method to 
explore failures and successes in science education. 

 
UH STEM Center  

Got Energy? Energize your Classroom! 
(Middle, High School & Home School) 

Experience a hands-on minds-on physical science investigation focused on the 
exploration of energy that is TEKS aligned. Gain insight on how scientific investigations can 
lead to student scholarships & internships through STEM research via a science fair project. 

 

Other Programming Descriptions: 

Planetarium Show for Educators 
Expedition Reef 
(Elementary, Middle and High School; Homeschool)   

Plunge into the bustling, biodiverse communities hidden within coral reef ecosystems 
around the world to discover how corals live, breathe, and reproduce. Narrated by Tony Award 
® winner Lea Salonga, Expedition Reef digitally recreates coral reef environments for a truly 
immersive, full-dome experience. From the comfort of a planetarium seat, viewers can travel the 
globe to explore coral reefs teeming with life and learn how scientists are racing to develop 
sustainable solutions to protect these vitally important ecosystems for the future. 

Mini Tour of Egypt: Mummification 
(Elementary, Middle and High School; Homeschool)   

In order to complete the journey into the afterlife, the Egyptians believed that the body must 
be whole as it was the physical base to which the Ba and Ka maintained a connection. A guided 
mini tour of the Hall of Ancient Egypt examines the evolution of funerary styles, sarcophagi and 
coffins from its pre-dynastic origins to Ptolemaic and Roman Periods achieving immortality and 
maat. Valuable religious and secular information can also be gained from the mummified 
animals in the collection. This tour is a preview of our normal 45-60 minute long docent tours for 
students.  

Mini Tour of Egypt: Ancient Kingdoms 
(Elementary, Middle and High School; Homeschool)   

The civilization of Ancient Egypt existed for more than 3,000 years. Its influence continues 
today. After a review of Ancient Egyptian history from Pre-dynastic to Roman times, topics such 
as art, writing, empire building, tomb building, the role of Pharaoh, civil service, and religion will 
be presented while touring the hall. Other concurrent civilizations with which the Ancient 
Egyptians had contact will be included. Construction techniques, tools and materials used in 
building will be demonstrated using the touch cart. This tour is a preview of our normal 45-60 
minute long docent tours for students. 
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Mini Tour of Paleo: Predator and Prey 
(Elementary, Middle and High School; Homeschool)    

Predation has existed from very early times. We will be using the exhibits in the Morian Hall 
of Paleontology to demonstrate the significant differences between predators and prey. Physical 
characteristics including vision, teeth, digestive systems and weapons will be covered. The 
various physical characteristics and strategies used in predation and antipredation will be 
discussed. The predator prey cycle and the food chain will also be covered in this engaging 
tour. This tour is a preview of our normal 45-60 minute long docent tours for students. 

Mini Tour of Paleo: Paleontology & Fossils  
(Elementary, Middle and High School; Homeschool)    

Anthropologists, archaeologists, astronomers, historians and paleontologists use their 
scientific education and skills to assemble the story of the past. Paleontologists focus on finding 
and interpreting fossils using a combination of skills. Using geology, they determine where to 
search for fossils. Then they excavate and prepare fossils using mechanical and physical skills. 
Once the fossil has been prepared, paleontologists must look to biology and zoology to evaluate 
teeth, bones, muscle sizing, sensory capabilities, injuries and other physical characteristics. 
Using all of this knowledge they share their findings with the world. Join us in the Morian Hall of 
Paleontology to learn about some of our fossils and how these fossils have influenced the field 
of paleontology. This tour is a preview of our normal 45-60 minute long docent tours for 
students. 

The Art of the Brick (self-guided tour) 
(Elementary, Middle and High School; Homeschool)   

Named one of CNN's Top Ten "Global Must-See Exhibitions,' THE ART OF THE BRICK 

exhibit by artist Nathan Sawaya takes LEGO® bricks from child's toy to sophisticated art form 

and beyond. The world's largest display of LEGO art ever features original pieces of inspiring 

artworks as well as re-imagined versions of some of the world's most famous art masterpieces 

made exclusively from LEGO bricks. Educators can enjoy a self-guided tour of the exhibit. 

Limited tickets available. Please pick up timed ticket stickers (4:30, 5:00 or 5:30 pm) at the 

Check-In Table in the Grand Hall. The exhibit will close to educators at 6:00 pm.  
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Presentations Listed by Session: 

Session 1 Workshops (5:15-5:45)   Session 2 Workshops (6:00-6:30) 

Downtown Aquarium:  
Squidy Anatomy 
(E, M & H) 

Room 15  Downtown Aquarium:  
Squidy Anatomy 
(E, M & H) 

Room 15 

Geophysical Society of Houston: 
Exploring for Oil & Gas using 
Geophysics 
(M, H & HS) 
 

Room 13  Fort Bend History Association: 
Science in the Time of Texas 
Colonization 
(E, M & HS) 

Room 22 

San Felipe de Austin State 
Historic Site:  
San Felipe de Austin SHS-
Archaeology Lab Work  
(E & M) 
 

Room 7  Moody Gardens: 
A True Test of Wits: Animal 
Intelligence 
(E, M, H & HS) 

Room 2 

The Tailored Teacher LLC: 
Failure is a success, too! 
(E, M, H & HS) 
 

Room 16  San Jacinto Battleground SHS:  
The Battle of San Jacinto - The 
Decisive Battle Which Took 
the World by Surprise 
(E, M, H & HS)  
 

Room 1 

UH STEM Center: 
Got Energy? Energize your 
classroom! 
(M, H & HS)  
 

Room 21  UH STEM Center: 
Got Energy? Energize your 
classroom! 
(M, H & HS)  
 

Room 21 

Houston Zoo: 
Saving Animals in the Wild 
(E, M, H & HS) 
 

Room 8  Houston Zoo: 
Saving Animals in the Wild 
(E, M, H & HS) 
 

Room 8 

Houston Museum of Natural 
Science: 
Cockrell Butterfly Center: 
Butterfly Garden 
(E, M, H & HS) 
 

Room 26  Houston Museum of Natural 
Science: 
Science on Stage: Cool 
Chemistry 
(E, M, H & HS) 
 

Chemistry 
Demo 
Area 

Houston Museum of Natural 
Science: 
Wildlife on Wheels: 
Rainforests 
(E, M, H & HS) 
 

Room 4  Houston Museum of Natural 
Science: 
Expedition Center: Deep Dive 
(E, M, H & HS) 
 

Expedition 
Center  
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Session 3 Workshops (6:45-7:15)  Session 4 Workshops (7:30-8:00) 

Fort Bend History Association: 
Science in the Time of Texas 
Colonization 
(E, M & HS) 
 

Room 22  Fort Bend History Association: 
Science in the Time of Texas 
Colonization 
(E, M & HS) 

Room 22 

Geophysical Society of Houston: 
Cupcake Core Sampling 
(E & HS) 
 

Room 13  San Jacinto Battleground SHS:  
The Battle of San Jacinto - The 
Decisive Battle Which Took 
the World by Surprise 
(E, M, H & HS)  
 

Room 1 

Oilfield Energy Center: 
Interactive Learning for 
Elementary Using the Playing 
with Petroleum Kit  
(E)  
 

Room 23  UH STEM Center: 
Got Energy? Energize your 
classroom! 
(M, H & HS)  
 

Room 21 

San Jacinto Battleground SHS:  
The Battle of San Jacinto - The 
Decisive Battle Which Took the 
World by Surprise 
(E, M, H & HS)  
 

Room 1  Houston Museum of Natural 
Science: 
Science on Stage: Cool 
Chemistry 
(E, M, H & HS) 
 

Chemistry 
Demo 
Area  

The Tailored Teacher LLC: 
Failure is a success, too! 
(E, M, H & HS) 
 

Room 16  Houston Museum of Natural 
Science: 
Expedition Center: Deep Dive 
(E, M, H & HS) 
 

Expedition 
Center 

Houston Zoo: 
Saving Animals in the Wild 
(E, M, H & HS) 
 

Room 8    

Houston Museum of Natural 
Science: 
Wildlife on Wheels: 
Rainforests 
(E, M, H & HS) 
 

Room 4    
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