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EGYPT: THE ROYAL TOUR
November 8 – 21, 2020

Join us on a journey of a lifetime 
to tour the magical sites of ancient 
Egypt with optional extensions to 
Alexandria and Jordan. 

Visit hmns.org/egypt2020 for 
complete trip itinerary and details. 
Discount available for HMNS 
Members. SPACE IS LIMITED!

TRAVEL

ROAD TRIP!

GASTROPOLOGIE

hmns.org/travel

hmns.org/excursions

hmns.org/feasts

TASTE BUD TRIPPING 
WITH THE MIRACLE FRUIT
Cockrell Butterfly Center Rainforest
February 13, 6:30 & 7 p.m.

Taste the magic of the miracle berry 
that changes sour taste buds into 
sweet receptors. Foods like lemons 
transform into sweet morsels. 
Members $47, Tickets $60

Members-Only Package Deal! 
Receive 15% discount when you 
purchase 4+ tickets

SHELL YEAH!
January 11, 7 a.m.

Hit top sites for collecting seashells 
when the tides are at their best for 
finding a variety of species with 
the museum’s shell curator. This is a 
family-friendly trip. Ages 7+ welcome. 
Members $36, Tickets $50

DIGGING FOR ANCIENT 
TEXAS FOSSILS
February 28, 9 a.m.

Hunt for ancient marine creatures that 
lived 56 million years ago—when Texas 
was underwater. The fossils you find 
are yours to keep. 
Members $68, Tickets $80

THE SECRETS OF CAMP LOGAN
March 7, 10 a.m.

Hike through Memorial Park to tour 
remnants of a WWI training base 

and find out what lost history recent 
archaeology surveys have recovered. 
Members $33, Tickets $45

COASTAL BIRDING 
MEGA MIGRATION
April 3, 8 a.m.

Witness the numerous fascinating 
migratory birds that make the Texas 
coast a top destination for birds and 
birders from around the globe. 
Members $75, Tickets $90

TEXAS BEFORE TEXAS, 
THE GAULT SITE
May 2, 9:30 a.m.

Explore the most prolific prehistoric 
site in the US. The Gault Site reveals 
details of Clovis, Pre-Clovis, and Pre-
Pre-Clovis cultures. 
Members $95, Tickets $110
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DISTINGUISHED LECTURES hmns.org/lectures

HIDDEN IN LIGHT: 
PALEONTOLOGY’S REVOLUTIONARY 
IMAGING RESEARCH
Mike Eklund, 
Paleontological Researcher
January 27, 6:30 p.m.

Through progressive photonics, 
fascinating details are revealed that 
were previously unknown to science—
soft tissue, feathers and more.  

REAL CSI: GETTING 
FORENSIC SCIENCE RIGHT  
Sandra Guerra Thompson, 
Criminal Evidence Pioneer
February 11, 6:30 p.m.
Co-Sponsored by The University of 
Houston Law Center 

Evidence can be controversial. Learn 
how Houston is influencing global 
crime lab protocols to distinguish 
good science from pseudoscience.

GEEKS, GENES AND THE EVOLUTION 
OF ASPERGER’S SYNDROME
Dean Falk, Ph.D., 
Evolutionary Anthropologist
March 23, 12:30 p.m.
Co-Sponsored by 
The Leakey Foundation

Learn how many characteristics 
associated with Asperger’s are 
by-products of the evolution of 
advanced mental processing with 
Dr. Dean Falk. This afternoon talk is 
geared for loved ones and providers.

Members $14, Tickets $20
Early Birds! Members $10, Tickets $16 (purchased at least 1 week in advance)
Members-Only Package Deal! All 5 evening lectures for $40

BRAIN EVOLUTION 
FROM LUCY TO EINSTEIN
Dean Falk, Ph.D., 
Evolutionary Anthropologist
March 24, 6:30 p.m.
Co-Sponsored by 
The Leakey Foundation

Ancestral skulls, the brains of the fossil 
record, are providing clues about the 
evolution of human intelligence—past, 
present and future. 

BIBLICAL ARCHAEOLOGY: 
NEW DISCOVERIES IN 
ISRAEL’S GALILEE
Jodi Magness, 
Biblical Archaeologist 
April 1, 6:30 p.m.

Excavations in the ancient 5th century 
village of Huqoq have revealed a 
monumental Late Roman synagogue 
paved with stunning unique mosaics.

CITIZEN SCIENCE: SAVE HOUSTON’S 
BIODIVERSITY WITH YOUR PHONE
Jaime González, 
Conservation Ecologist
April 22, 6:30 p.m.
Co-Sponsored with The Nature 
Conservancy in Texas and Texas Parks 
& Wildlife Department

Houston is a pulsing biodiversity 
hotspot. You can help conserve 
diversity and beauty imperiled by 
numerous threats as a citizen scientist! 

© Michael Eklund

© Jim Haberman
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SLEUTHS & SECRETS

REEL SCIENCE

hmns.org/bts

hmns.org/reelscience

SLEUTHS & SECRETS 
MYSTERY NIGHT
February 3, 6 p.m.
February 19, 6 p.m.
April 7, 6 p.m.

Team up to untangle a web of clues, 
evidence and history to unlock a 
series of riddles and mysterious 
objects in the Cabinet of Curiosities. 
Members $45, Tickets $60

Learn movie Science and Fiction 
with introductions and humorous 
commentary by real-life scientists 
and historians.
 
THE MEG (2018)
March 19, 6 p.m.
 
COWBOY BEBOP: THE MOVIE (2001)
April 3, 7:30 p.m.
 
SEVEN SAMURAI (1954)
May 1, 7:30 p.m.

EVOLUTION OF EARTH:
GEMS & MINERALS
January 29, 6 p.m.

Within the context of the origins 
of the Universe and the geologic 
evolution of Earth, delve into the 
origins of specific minerals.

ICE AGE SURVIVORS:
TEXAS WILDLIFE 
February 12, 6 p.m.

Learn how the last Ice Age affected 
today’s wildlife and how the 
melting glaciers literally scarred the 
topography of our terrain.

ICE AGE SURVIVORS:
AFRICAN WILDLIFE
March 25, 6 p.m.

In contrast to the dramatic Ice Age 
die-off in North America, take a 
paleontological look at modern 
African beasts. 

ICE AGE SURVIVORS:
EARLY HUMAN CIVILIZATIONS
May 27, 6 p.m.

Learn how the first peoples to 
live in the Americas dealt with 
Ice Age megafauna and how the 
geology helped and hindered 
human expansion.

With a generous dose of twists and turns, tying in facts from various exhibition 
halls, you never know what connections will be made during these unique tours 
with geologist-paleontologist James Washington. 
Members $15, Tickets $30 per session
Members-Only Package Deal! All 4 sessions for $48

SIX DEGREES OF SCIENCE hmns.org/bts
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Enjoy the museum’s exhibition halls after hours when HMNS is closed to 
the public. In our classic series Behind-the-Scenes Tours, your guide will 
tell you the ins and outs of the featured exhibit—including fascinating 
stories and little-known tidbits only museum-insiders are privy to.  

THE ART OF THE BRICK — 
CHALLENGE USING LEGO® BRICKS
January 14, 6 p.m.
March 4, 6 p.m.

Delight in artist Nathan Sawaya’s 
original and reimagined masterpieces 
of LEGO® art. Then try your hand in 
builder challenge activities. 
Members $31, Tickets $45 

ANCIENT EGYPT
AND THE AFTERLIFE 
January 15, 6 p.m.

Discover why thousands of years ago 
in ancient Egypt, death was not an 
end, but a beginning. 
Members $20, Tickets $35

FABERGÉ: 
THE ART OF PRESENTATION
February 3, 6 p.m.

The history of the pieces in the 
McFerrin Collection are as stunning 
as their beauty. Newly added is Grand 
Duchess Alexandra’s Tiara. 
Members $20, Tickets $35

FOSSIL PREP LAB EXPERIENCE 
February 5, 6 p.m.
May 20, 6 p.m.

Try your hand at techniques 
paleontologists use to take fossils 
from excavation to exhibition in this 
hands-on tour of the Fossil Prep Lab. 
Members $31, Tickets $45

COCKRELL BUTTERFLY CENTER 
March 4, 6 p.m.

Visit areas not open to the public—
the containment room and rooftop 
greenhouses—home to caterpillars, 
butterflies and their food plants. 
Members $20, Tickets $35

OFFSITE MUSEUM 
STORAGE FACILITY 
April 8, 1:30 p.m. & 6 p.m.

See old favorites no longer on display 
and new acquisitions not yet seen by 
the public at the museum’s offsite 
collections storage. 
Members $62, Tickets $75
 
SHELLS, PEARLS AND CORALS 
OF THE HALL OF MALACOLOGY
April 15, 6 p.m.

Tour the new exhibit, incorporating 
over 1,300 specimens of shells, corals 
and pearls, some of which have never 
been seen before publicly. 
Members $20, Tickets $35
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CLASSES hmns.org/SoSci

DIY IRL

Do it yourself in real life! 
Explore! Discover! Create! 

FORGETTING FOSSIL FUELS
RENEWABLE ENERGY LAB
January 15, 6 p.m.

Discover the many forms of renewable 
energy at our fingertips—solar, wind, 
biofuels, hydropower and 
geothermal energy. 
Members $18, Tickets $30

WRITE LIKE AN EGYPTIAN
January 18, 9:30 a.m.
January 29, 6 p.m.

Learn the basic elements of 
hieroglyphic inscriptions, and 
practice the artistic written 
language of ancient Egypt. 
Members $31, Tickets $45

BUTTERFLY PINNING AND 
SHADOW BOX MAKING
February 19, 6 p.m.

Whether your interest in butterflies 
is scientific or artistic, create a work 
of art, and learn the techniques of 
mounting butterflies. 
Members $42, Tickets $55

ADVENTURES OF LIGHT AND COLOR
February 26, 6 p.m.

From firefly flashes and rainbows to 
things that glow in the dark, explore 
eye-catching effects and the science 
behind them. 
Members $18, Tickets $30

BUILD YOUR OWN 
BUTTERFLY GARDEN
March 25, 6 p.m.
March 28, 9:30 a.m.

Help our native Texas pollinators 
by creating new habitat right in your 
own yard or patio with our Butterfly 
Center staff. 
Members $30, Tickets $45

SHAPE SCIENCE WORKS OF ART
April 21, 6 p.m.

Science, math and the art of shapes! 
Play with arrangements of shapes, 
and construct an original tessellation 
and a Soma cube. 
Members $18, Tickets $30

GROWING ORCHIDS & AIR PLANTS
May 13, 6 p.m.
May 16, 9:30 a.m.

Learn to pot, fertilize and care for 
epiphytes, exotic yet ideal houseplants 
that grow perched upon other plants. 
One is yours to take home. 
Members $30, Tickets $45

CHAINMAILLE, CREATING 
LINKS TO THE PAST
May 27, 6 p.m.
May 30, 9:30 a.m.

Chainmaille has a vast global history. 
Learn its importance as a vital 
garment, and create a finished piece 
of chainmaille jewelry. 
Members $42, Tickets $55
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FOSSIL PREP: GREEN RIVER FISH
May 27, 6 p.m.
May 30, 9:30 a.m.

Guided by paleontologist David 
Temple, excavate your own Green 
River fossil fish from its matrix, which 
is yours to keep for your collection. 
Members $56, Tickets $70

ART + SCIENCE: 
DRAWING IN THE GALLERIES
3 Part Series
Three Mondays: January 27, February 
24, March 30; 8 a.m.

Inspired by HMNS? Art instructor Bill 
Ferguson leads this three-part artistic 
journey through the museum’s exhibit 
halls. Registration includes supply kit. 
Members $280, Tickets $360 for 
3-session course

Shape & Form,
Hall of Texas Wildlife 
Study shape and form as you draw 
the awesome taxidermy, and learn 
how the curve of the spine controls 
the pose. 

Highlights & Values,
Hall of Paleontology 
Explore highlights and values as 
you study core shadows, reflected 
highlights and types of shading of 
the superbly lit dinosaur skeletons.

Perspective & Composition,
Butterfly Center 
Learn perspective and composition 
as well as color basics and how to 
incorporate watercolor into your work.

CSI HOUSTON

Delve into the world of forensics. 
Learn the techniques crime scene 
investigators use to collect and 
examine evidence. 

In addition to the classroom 
presentation, these hands-on classes 
give you the opportunity to perform 
various techniques for collecting and 
examining physical evidence used in 

the field and lab to illuminate what 
happened and point to who did it. 
Members $37, Tickets $50 per session

BLOOD SPATTER
January 18, 9:30 a.m.
January 29, 6 p.m.

FORENSIC ANTHROPOLOGY
February 19, 6 p.m.
February 22, 9:30 a.m.

FINGERPRINTING
April 15, 6 p.m.
April 25, 9:30 a.m.

FANTASTICAL BEASTS

Animal lovers, these hands-on 
experiences are for you!
Members $18, Tickets $30 per session
Members-Only Package Deal! 
All 5 sessions for $72

SPINELESS WONDERS
January 29, 6 p.m.

Lacking a spine can be beneficial!  
Meet live insects, arachnids and more, 
and learn how unique adaptations help 
them survive.

IN COLD BLOOD
February 19, 6 p.m.

Leapin’ lizards! Examine how reptiles 
and amphibians have evolved to 
help them survive in specialized 
environments around the world.

SHELLABRATION OF MOLLUSKS 
AND THEIR DIY HOMES 
March 25, 6 p.m.

Dive into Earth’s largest ecosystem, 
and examine intriguing examples of 
diverse ocean life, from microscopic 
snails to giant squids.

AMAZING ARTHROPODS 
April 15, 6 p.m.

These ultimate survivors have unique 
traits. Meet giant millipedes, hissing 
cockroaches, walking sticks, tarantulas 
and more.

NATIVE TEXANS, 
LONE STAR CRITTERS
May 20, 6 p.m.

Texas hosts an amazing range of 
native animals—many thriving, some 
endangered or threatened, and sadly, 
several extinct.
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CUTTING CLASS

Our spring dissections labs focus 
on amazing organs of mammals.  
Members $37, Tickets $50 per session 

BRAIN, THINK ABOUT IT!
January 18, 9:30 a.m.
January 29, 6 p.m.

Think about it! It’s the body’s most 
complex organ. Put your axons to 
work as you examine nerves and 
neurotransmitters of the brain. 

EYEBALL, SEES THE DAY! 
February 12, 6 p.m. 
February 15, 9:30 a.m.

Blind spots, color blindness or myopia 
a problem? Come find out why as you 
take an inside look at the eye and see 
how it functions. 

HEART, TUGGING ON 
YOUR HEARTSTRINGS
April 15, 6 p.m. 
April 25, 9:30 a.m.

Nothing beats the powerful muscle 
and vital body organ, the heart.

KIDNEY, WASTE NOT, WANT NOT
May 13, 6 p.m.

From filtration to waste removal, 
investigate the body’s very own 
specialized water treatment plant and 
body fluid balancer, the kidney.

ORGANICALLY DELICIOUS

Get growing in gardening classes 
with Urban Harvest!
Members $30, Tickets $40 per session
Members-Only Package Deal! 
All 6 sessions for $150 

FRUIT TREE TRAINING 
& PRUNING
January 11, 10 a.m.

Learn the basic principles of pruning 
and training your fruit trees with 
instructor Dr. Bob Randall.

GROWING FRUIT TREES 
IN A SMALL SPACE
January 18, 9:30 a.m.

Learn high density orchard techniques, 
and quadruple the variety of fruit you 
can grow in a small space.

BASIC FRUIT TREE CARE 
AND PLANTING 
February 22, 9:30 a.m.

With appropriate trees and 
techniques, you can be rewarded 
with organically-grown fruit while 
supporting pollinators and 
providing habitats.

BASIC ORGANIC 
VEGETABLE GARDENING
February 29, 9:30 a.m.

Learn proven techniques to growing 
vegetables organically in Houston, 
from site selection and bed building 
to plant care and maintenance.

EDIBLE LANDSCAPES
April 18, 9:30 a.m.

Learn to create beautiful and edible 
landscapes using food plants, from 
traditional vegetable crops to edible 
flowers, fruit trees and more.

SQUARE FOOT GARDENING
May 9, 9:30 a.m.

Square foot vegetable gardening 
utilizes raised beds—a successful 
method for Houston’s deluges, 
droughts, heat and humidity!

SMARTPHONE
PHOTOGRAPHY

Create museum-quality images 
with your phone! Our in-house 
photographer Michael Rathke will 
show you how to push the limits 
with your phone’s camera to 
create stunning images. 
Members $41, Tickets $55 per session
Members only Package Deal!
All 3 sessions for $100

MUSEUM QUALITY IMAGES
January 15, 6 p.m.

Take it to the next level! Learn how 
your phone camera can create 
stunning shots with photography 
basics and out-of-the-box concepts.
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NATURE PHOTOGRAPHY, 
LANDSCAPES AND WILDLIFE
February 5, 6 p.m.

Learn to compose natural elements 
and textures to create a beautiful 
photograph of our local landscape 
and wildlife. 

LIGHT & GOLDEN HOUR
April 8, 6 p.m.

Practice the various techniques to 
use, and manipulate light during 
outdoor photography’s Golden Hour 
to create a dazzling masterpiece.

SPACE OUT!

Experiences of astronomical 
proportions, only at HMNS!

WINTER STARGAZING CLASS
January 14, 6 p.m.

Learn to spot the fantastical winter 
constellations. Cloudy, rain or shine! 
Skies are always clear and bright 
inside the Burke Baker Planetarium. 
Members $14, Tickets $25

MISSION TO THE MOON
February 19, 6 p.m.
February 22, 9:30 a.m.

Don’t miss this opportunity to 
participate in real astronaut training as 
a mission control or crew aboard the 
Space Station Observer. 
Members $22, Tickets $35

EXPEDITION REEF
March 11, 6 p.m.

Travel to inner spaces! Plunge into 
the bustling, biodiverse communities 
within coral reef ecosystems with 
research scientists. 
Members $14, Tickets $25

SPRING STARGAZING CLASS
April 7, 6 p.m.

Learn to spot our spectacular spring 
constellations. Cloudy, rain or shine! 
Skies are always clear and bright 
inside the Burke Baker Planetarium. 
Members $14, Tickets $25

BETTER SAFE...

DON’T LET TEXAS MESS WITH YOU
March 25, 6 p.m.

Learn to stay safe outdoors while 
getting up close and personal with 
the toxic creatures and plants in the 
museum’s collection. 
Members $40, Tickets $55

SENIOR SCIENCE

Still curious after all these years? 
Explore a wide variety of topics with 
like-minded learners. Coffee provided. 
Includes admission to a featured 
exhibition hall.
Members $10, Tickets $20 per session
Package Deal! All 5 sessions for $40, 
Members only

TEXAS WILDLIFE, 
LONE STAR DIVERSITY
January 15, 9 a.m.

ROCKS AND MINERALS, 
FOUNDATIONS OF THE EARTH
February 5, 9 a.m.

PALEONTOLOGY 101
March 25, 9 a.m.

OUR VAST OCEAN, 
EARTH’S MOST DIVERSE AND 
UNEXPLAINED ECOSYSTEM
April 8, 9 a.m.

AMERICAN INDIANS, LIFESTYLES OF 
THE INVENTIVE AND RESOURCEFUL 
May 13, 9 a.m.
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GENERAL INFORMATION
Registration: hmns.org/SoSci
Museum Box Office
(713) 639-4629

Online registration is preferred 
and provides instant confirmation. 
Your tickets can be picked up at 
HMNS Box Office or printed at kiosks 
inside the museum entrance. 
Programs are intended for participants 
age 15+ unless noted otherwise. 

MEMBER DISCOUNTS

HMNS members receive discounted 
tickets, members-only priority 
registration dates and access 
to members-only events. Your 
membership level determines the 
number of tickets you can purchase 
at the member rate. Visit hmns.org/
membership for all membership 
information. 

EARLY-BIRD DEALS

Some events have special discounts 
for tickets purchased in advance. 
Tickets must be purchased by the 
early-bird deadline listed for the event. 
Deadlines are programmed into the 
ticketing system. Once time’s up, 
the deal expires. There is no way to 
turn back the clock or the price after 
the deadline!

PACKAGE DEALS

For HMNS Members only, packages 
must be purchased prior to the 
start time of the first session in 
the package.

AT THE MUSEUM

Please allow extra time for traffic, 
parking in the museum garage and 
picking your tickets up at the box 
office or kiosk when you arrive to 
the museum. 

MORE INFO

All programs in this catalog are 
also listed online. The online listings 
may contain more details. Please 
visit hmns.org/SoSci for additional 
program details—and possibly 
new programs that have not been 
published in the catalog. 

CANCELLATIONS, 
EXCHANGES, REFUNDS

• Due to the high demand              
for our programs, each sale is 
considered final. No refunds for 
missed sessions.

• Registrations are transferable. 
Please notify aed@hmns.org at 
least 72 hours in advance with 
the name on the reservation, 
transaction number and name of 
the guest using your reservation. 

• The museum reserves the right 
to reschedule or cancel programs 
that do not meet minimum 
enrollment, due to inclement 
weather, or due to unforeseeable 
circumstances. If a program is 
cancelled by the museum, patrons 
will receive a full refund. 

• The museum will contact those 
who are registered as quickly as 
possible via their email address 
and phone number linked to their 
HMNS account/ticket purchase in 
the event a program is rescheduled 
or cancelled.

RULES OF THE ROAD FOR DAY 
EXCURSIONS & TRAVEL PROGRAMS 

• Tickets must be purchased in 
advance. Those registered will 
be contacted by HMNS staff in 
advance of the trip and emailed 
directions and packing list. Your 
cell phone number will also be 
requested to keep you posted on 
any trip updates.

• Please note that the meeting spot 
may not be at the museum.

• Cancellation and refund options 
for Travel Programs vary per trip.

• Depending on the itinerary, some 
programs have specific minimum 
age and physical requirements, 
along with traveler terms, 
conditions and responsibilities,   
for participation.

• All programs are restricted to ages 
15+ unless otherwise noted. Minors 
under 18 must be accompanied by 
a ticketed adult.

CONTACT INFO 
aed@hmns.org
(713) 639-4737
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