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AFRICAN
ELEPHANT
It is the largest land
animal in the world.

Male elephants can weigh
as much as a school bus!
Their large ears help keep
them cool in the
hot African sun.
Their long tusks are
actually teeth.
They live in central, eastern,
and southern Africa.
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CABINET OF CURIOSITIES
Museums started as personal collections displayed in people’s
homes, like this display in our Cabinet of Curiosities exhibit.
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PRAYING
MANTIS
They are named after
their front legs, which are
bent and positioned in a
prayer-like position.
They can turn their head
180 degrees to look for
their prey.

They have two large
compound eyes with three
simple eyes in between.
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ATLAS
BEETLE
They can be found
in Malaysia in
southeastern Asia.
Their horns can make
up almost a third of their
body length.
The males use their horns
to fight with other males.
They feed on rotten
fruit and sap.

GIANT
LONG-LEGGED
KATYDID
They use their leaf-like
wings as camouflage to
hide from predators.
Their long antennae can
be longer than their body.
The males can produce
a loud sound to attract
females.
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ATLAS
MOTH
They are one of the largest
insects in the world.
The adults do not feed
after they have emerged
from their cocoon. Their
proboscis is small and does
not work for feeding.
The tips of its wings
resemble the head of
a cobra as a defense
mechanism.
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MADAGASCAR
HISSING
COCKROACH
The males have small horns
and use them to fight with
other males.
They are named for the
hissing noise they make by
pushing air through their
breathing holes.
They live on the forest floor
in Madagascar, an island off
the coast of Africa.
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TRICERATOPS
Triceratops lived in the late
Cretaceous period about
68-66 million years ago.
Their horns were used
to protect themselves
against predators, like
Tyrannosaurus rex.
The males also used their
horns to fight one another.
Their large frill was
probably used to protect
their neck and to let
members of the same
species recognize
each other.
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NAUTILUS

A nautilus is a
cephalopod and is related
to the squid, octopus, and
cuttlefish. Unlike its cousins,
it lives within its hard,
chambered shell.
Its soft body lives within
the largest chamber, and
it uses the other chambers
like ballasts tanks. This
allows it to propel itself
through the water.
Ammonites, a relative of
the modern-day nautilus,
lived from the Devonian
Period (419 million
years ago) through the
Cretaceous Period (66
million years ago).

TYRANNOSAURUS REX
T. rex lived at the end of the
Late Cretaceous Period about
90 to 66 million years ago.
They lived in the western
part of North America. Its fossils
are frequently found in Canada
and states like Montana and
South Dakota.

T. rex could be up to 40 feet
long and 12 feet high.
They probably weighed anywhere
from 11,000 to 15,500 pounds!
Tyrannosaurus rex means
“tyrant lizard king” and was
first discovered in 1902.
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TRILOBITE
Trilobites are arthropods
and have three-lobbed,
segmented bodies.
They first appeared about
542 million years ago.
Some grew to be quite
large at 18 inches in length
and could weigh up to 10
pounds. Others were much
smaller.
To grow, they had to shed
their exoskeleton.

COLOR

ME!

WESTERN
DIAMONDBACK
RATTLESNAKE
The western diamondback
rattlesnake is found
throughout the southwestern
United States.
Their rattle is made up
of something called keratin,
which is what our hair and
fingernails are made of.
Each time the snake sheds,
they add a new segment
to their rattle.
They can move their rattle
back and forth at a rate of
60 times per second!
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NINE-BANDED
ARMADILLO
The name armadillo
means “little banded one”
in Spanish.
They almost always
give birth to identical
quadruplets.
They are found in the
southeastern United States.
They can hold their breath
for up to 6 minutes and will
walk along the bottom of
a river.
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