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Houston Museum of Natural Science 

Dino Dig 2022 
The Black Hills of Wyoming | Peter Larson  

July 21 –  30, 2022 

Itinerary at a Glance 
 

Day 0: Wednesday, July 20 
Arrive in Rapid City, SD 
 
Day 1: Thursday, July 21 
Black Hills Caverns, Black Hills Institute of Geological 
Research, Mount Rushmore, Homestake Mine 
 
Days 2 - 4: Friday, July 22 - Sunday, July 24 
Dino Dig at Waugh Quarry 
 
Day 5: Monday, July 25 
Devils Tower 
 
Days 6 - 8: Tuesday, July 26 - Thursday, July 28 
Dino Dig at Waugh Quarry 
 
Day 9: Friday, July 29 
Crazy Horse Memorial, The Mammoth Site 
 
Day 10: Saturday, July 30 
Depart Rapid City, SD 
 

Pricing 

$7,845 HMNS Members Early-Bird 
$8,145 HMNS Members per person 
$8,645 Non-Members per person 
$900 Single Supplement 
 

Registration Requires 

• Per person non-refundable deposit: 
$1,000 HMNS Members; $1,500 Non-Members 

• Completed registration form (pages 7-10) 

• Copy of your ID 
 

Final payment due April 8, 2022. 
 

$300 off Members-Only, Early-Bird Registration 
extended through February 14, 2022. 

Camarasaurus, Barosaurus, Stegosaurus, Brachiosaurus, 
Allosaurus, Coelurosaurus, Othnelia and Drinker—these are 
among the fossils The Black Hills Institute has collected in more 
than 10 seasons at the Waugh Quarry.  
 
The Waugh Quarry site is in the Upper Jurassic Morrison 
Formation—a real “Jurassic Park.” 
 
The Houston Museum of Natural Science is honored that the 
Black Hills Institute has offered to host our group for a trip of a 
lifetime—participating in a professional dinosaur excavation at 
an iconic dig site—with legendary paleontologist Peter Larson 
as our expedition leader.  
 
In order to supply a unique digging experience for participants, 
while maintaining the scientific priorities for the site, much care 
and preparation of the site will be provided by the staff of the 
Black Hills Institute (BHI). There will be enough experienced and 
skilled BHI staff and field guides to give one-on-one instruction 
and guidance to participants.  
 
This dig is designed to be both educational and productive, in 
the sense that we collect as much fossil material as we can in a 
safe and effective manner, and participants go home with new 
knowledge, experience and friends.  
 
As part of the excavation team, you will spend six full days with 
HMNS and the Black Hills Institute at Waugh Quarry, a private 
site in Hulett, Wyoming near Devils Tower National Monument. 
Everyone will be able to dig for and expose dinosaur bones. 
 
As bookends to your spectacular trip, you will also visit the 
Black Hills Caverns, the Black Hills Institute of Geological 
Research, Mount Rushmore, Homestake Mine, Devils Tower, 
Crazy Horse Memorial and The Mammoth Site. 
 
The group size for this extraordinary trip is limited to 20. 
Itinerary and registration information: hmns.org/dinodig2022 
 

http://www.hmns.org/dinodig2022
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Trip Leaders 
 

Peter Larson  
Peter Larson is president and founder of the Black Hills Institute and prepared several of the dinosaurs and other skeletons in 
HMNS’ Morian Hall of Paleontology. Peter led the team that excavated Sue, the largest and most complete specimen 
of Tyrannosaurus rex found to date. He has published numerous scientific and popular works on dinosaur paleontology. 
 
Black Hills Institute Staff  
BHI staff members are experienced and talented field collectors. Black Hills Institute of Geological Research, Inc. (BHI), has been the 
leader in paleontological excavations and preparation since 1974, helping supply museums and collectors the finest in 
professionally prepared fossils and cast replicas. From dinosaurs to mammals, reptiles to pteranodons, ammonites to fish, and 
crinoids to trilobites, BHI does it all, and does it well. The BHI staff slated for the excavation includes Deb Christie, Sam Farrar, 
Matthew Larson, Timothy Larson and Matt Seney. 
 
Black Hills Institute Field Crew  
Experienced volunteer field crew members who have worked with BHI in the Waugh Quarry for several seasons will join the BHI 
staff as our field leaders.  
 
David Temple 
HMNS paleontologist David Temple developed the current Paleontology Field Program for HMNS. His team excavates a Permian 
locality in North Texas, looking for fossils of the fierce predator Dimetrodon. He has led several travel programs for the Museum 
with destinations including Tanzania, Wyoming and Germany. He worked closely with Peter Larson and BHI for the opening of the 
Morian Hall of Paleontology at HMNS. 

Trip Itinerary  
 

Day 0 (July 20): Travel Day (D) 
 

This evening you will meet the group in Rapid City, South Dakota. 
 
Day 1 (July 21): Black Hills Caverns / Black Hills Institute / Mount Rushmore / 
Homestake Mine (B, L, D) 
 

Our charter bus will depart the hotel in the morning for a 3.75-hour trip to Hulett, 
Wyoming. While driving through the expanse of mixed-grass prairie, we may see 
bison, bighorn sheep, prairie dogs and black-footed ferrets. 
 
Our first stop will be at the Black Hills Caverns, discovered in 1882 by gold seekers, 
though the Lakota Indians located the caverns centuries before. True to those 
early visitors to the cave, Black Hills Caverns is free of elevators or escalators 
spoiling its natural beauty. While walking surfaces, steps, hand rails and lighting 
have been added to the cave, the tours still give you an idea of what the original 
explorers experienced, with the cave pathways kept as natural as possible. The 
cave temperature remains consistent between 48 and 50 degrees Fahrenheit. 
 
We will then journey to our VIP behind-the-scenes tour of the Black Hills Institute 
of Geological Research with paleontologist Peter Larson and his staff. In addition 
to learning about the amazing dinosaur skeletons on display in the museum 
exhibition halls, we will have an exclusive behind-the-scenes tour of the fossil prep 
lab and the work done by the professional paleontology staff. At BHI we will also 
have an orientation for our field experience. Everyone will receive a personal dig 
kit, complete with all the toolsyou will need for our expedition. (Having your own 
set is a luxury not often offered for most group fossil trips. This means there will be 
no waiting on someone else to finish with a tool.) Of course you will also have time 
in the BHI gift shop for excellent dino souvenirs. 
 
Our lunch will be at the Alpine Inn, located on Hill City, South Dakota’s historic 
Main Street which was “once the site of rowdiness and gunfights.” The hotel, 
originally named the Harney Peak Hotel, was built in 1883 for mining executives 
after the 1876 discovery of placer gold deposits.  

http://www.hmns.org/dinodig2022
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After lunch we will visit the Mount Rushmore National Memorial, featuring the 
sculpted 60-foot heads of Presidents George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, 
Theodore Roosevelt, and Abraham Lincoln, carved into the granite face of Mount 
Rushmore. The four presidents were chosen to represent the nation's birth, growth, 
development, and preservation, respectively. 
 
Then we will continue on to tour the Sandford Lab at Homestake Mining Company in 
Lead, South Dakota. The Homestake deposit was discovered in 1876 by three 
prospectors, one being Hank Harney who opened the hotel in Hill City. When this 
mine closed in 2002, it had yielded over 40 million troy ounces of gold and was the 
largest and deepest gold mine in North America. 
 
In the 1960s Raymond Davis, Jr. performed the Homestake Experiment in the mine to 
collect and count neutrinos emitted by nuclear fusion taking place in the Sun. For this 
work, he was awarded Nobel Prize in Physics in 2002. In 2007, the National Science 
Foundation selected the mine for the Deep Underground Science and Engineering 
Laboratory. It is now operated as the Sanford Underground Research Facility (SURF), 
which continues conducting research on neutrinos and dark matter. 
 

Our private tour of Homestake includes a tram ride around historic gold mine 
operation, through the company town of Lead, ending in the mine facility which is 
now the cutting-edge Sanford Underground Research Facility. 
 

Following our day of touring fascinating geology sites of the Black Hills, we will arrive 
in Hulett, Wyoming. After checking into the Devils Tower Inn, a welcome dinner will 
be hosted at the local saloon, Ponderosa Café—a short walk from our hotel in this 
one-light Old West town.  

Days 2 - 4 (July 22 - 24): Waugh Quarry Dinosaur Excavation (B, L, D) 
 

During your time at Waugh Quarry you will learn proper excavation techniques and 
become productive members of the dig team. All participants will perform the 
various field tasks including digging out bone from the soft siltstone matrix with 
knives and brushes, shoveling away dirt, jacketing bones for removal and other 
necessary field work activities.  
 

Throughout the time in the field, you will learn the history of the Waugh Quarry 
site and hear the fascinating stories of dinosaur discoveries by Peter Larson and 
the BHI crew. Getting to know experts in their field and hearing about their work in 
a relaxed, personable setting is a cherished part of our past paleo expeditions. 
 

We will spend a total of six full days in the field. Breakfast at the hotel begins at 
6:30 a.m. We will depart for the site at 8:00 a.m. Lunch will be provided at the site. 
After our day in the field excavating dinosaur bones, we will enjoy a group dinner. 
 
Typical Daily Schedule: 
6:30 a.m. – Breakfast opens at hotel 
8:00 a.m. – Depart for Waugh Quarry (5 minute drive) 
8:15 a.m. – Daily briefing by BHI staff  
8:30 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. – Diggin’ up dinos! 
Noonish – Lunch at camp 
6:00 p.m. – Close site for evening  
6:30 p.m. – Return to hotel 
7:30 p.m. – Dinner 
 
NOTE: You are welcome to take as many breaks in the shade as necessary 
throughout the day. We suggest drinking plenty of water since you will be in the 
dry heat and high altitude 

Photo: Austin Madison 

http://www.hmns.org/dinodig2022
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When completed, the finished sculpture of Lakota Warrior Crazy Horse upon his 
Steed will be 563’ high and 641’ long. We will also visit The Indian Museum of 
North America and The Native American Educational and Cultural Center, which 
feature American Indian art and artifacts from tribal Nations across North 
America. 
 
After lunch, we will visit The Mammoth Site, an indoor working paleontological dig 
site that is in a climate controlled building, featuring the fossils of over 60 
mammoths and 87 other Ice Age animals. 
 
When we arrive in Rapid City, you will have some free time to explore the city on 
your own before our final dinner together as a group. 

 

Hotels  
 

The Rushmore Hotel & Suites 
445 Mount Rushmore Rd. 
Rapid City, SD 57701 
(605) 646-4690 
 
Devils Tower Inn, Best Western 
229 WY-24 
Hulett, WY 82720 
(307) 467-5747 

Day 5 (July 25): Devils Tower (B, L, D) 
 

After breakfast, we will head out to Devils Tower, where you will have the 
opportunity to hike various trails, see playful prairie dogs frolic, enjoy a picnic lunch, 
and experience the spectacular beauty of the igneous intrusion, Devils Tower, which 
formed about 50 million years ago. (The erosion which exposed the Tower likely took 
place between 5 and 10 million years ago.) The five hiking trails in the park provide 
excellent views of Devils Tower and allow for adventures of all lengths and 
experience. 
 
Days 6 - 8 (July 26 - 28): Waugh Quarry Dinosaur Excavation (B, L, D) 
 

We will return to the dig site to continue learning proper excavation techniques and 
become productive members of the dig team. 

Day 9 (July 29): Crazy Horse 
Memorial / The Mammoth Site 
(B, L, D) 
 

Our charter bus will depart the 
hotel in the morning for a 
4.25-hour trip back to Rapid City, 
South Dakota. 
 
Our first stop will be the Crazy 
Horse Memorial honoring the 
legendary warrior and leader of 
the Lakota Sioux, credited with 
defeating Custer at the Battle of 
Little Bighorn. 

Photo: The Mammoth Site 
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Dig Tools & Bone Exposure  
 

BHI will provide all the necessary tools and training for participants on specific digging techniques developed over many years of 
dig experience in various types of dig conditions. Even if you have participated in other types of digs with other groups, you may be 
asked to change your techniques to our preferred methods. If you do not, you may damage the fossils. If instructions are not 
followed, you will be reassigned to other duties that do not involve working with the fossils. 
 
Bone excavation is more about moving earth than moving bone. As part of the process of excavation, each digger will be expected 
to help with and use all of the following processes and tools:  

• Picks and shovels are used to remove significant amounts of dirt where we don’t expect to find bone.  

• Brooms are used to sweep away loose rock and dirt before digging continues.  

• Six- to eight-inch digging knives are used to dig through the bone layer where we do expect to find bone. These same knives 
are used to locate the bone as well. Sweeping away loose rock and dirt is vital to locating bones.  

• X-ACTO® knives are used to do the more detailed work around bones once they are discovered, while small brushes are used 
at this stage to clear the loose dirt from the bone, exposing fractures.  

• Cyanoacrylate glue is used to mend cracks in the bone and stabilize the bone for removal.  

• Burlap, plaster, and sometimes wood are used to jacket and strengthen the larger bones for removal.  

• Excess dirt is removed from the dig area using brooms, hoes, shovels and wheelbarrows. Everyone is expected to help remove 
excess dirt. 

 
The Physical Environment  
 

The Waugh Quarry in Hulett, Wyoming is 3,700+ feet above sea level, an elevation to which you may not be accustomed. The air is 
thinner here than at lower elevations. You may find yourself becoming winded with less effort than usual at home.  
 
The sun is more intense at higher elevations and protection from the sun is essential. Bring plenty of sunblock and apply it often. 
Wear a wide-brimmed hat, drink plenty of water, and take breaks as necessary. Some folks also bring shade umbrellas. There are 
trees for some shade but often very little breeze.  
 
Temperatures can vary substantially in any 24-hour period from over one hundred degrees during the day, to near freezing at 
night. July is usually hot and dry and the fire danger can be extremely high. At the same time, thunderstorms can be sudden and 
are often accompanied by hail, wind, and blowing dust.  
 
Insects, including mosquitoes and "no-see-ums" are sometimes plentiful. Bring a supply of insect repellent.  
 
Field paleontology can be physically demanding. If you have any concerns about your ability to physically participate in this 
environment, it is important you consult your physician and HMNS staff before registering for this trip.  
 
You are expected to keep your digging area clean. This requires brushing, sweeping, shoveling, and occasionally operating the 
wheelbarrow. If you can’t see what and where you are digging, you will damage the bone.  
 
All dig participants will help out with clean-up and other activities to close the site for the night. The process entails picking up and 
disposing of trash, gathering tools and excavated fossil material, stabilizing bones still in the ground and possibly securing tarps 
over the bone layer to protect it from weather.  

http://www.hmns.org/dinodig2022
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Dig-Site Facilities 
 

The Waugh family has generously built a camp for BHI excavation teams. The camp 
has a covered area with picnic tables, storage closets for equipment and a small 
indoor food service room. A men’s and ladies’ porta potty is another luxury not 
often found at an excavation site. There is no running water, electricity, heaters or 
air conditioning. In case of medical necessity, a BHI air-conditioned trailer is 
available. Cell phone service is only available from Verizon.  
 
Clothing & Personal Gear  
 

Layered clothing that is lightweight is recommended. Although you can dig 
wearing shorts, it is generally more comfortable to wear long pants. Much of your 
work will be laying or kneeling on the ground, frequently on chunks of dirt and 
rock. Some diggers prefer long-sleeved, lightweight shirts for the protection they 
provide from the sun. Include a jacket and/or sweatshirt for the cave visit and for 
evenings.  
 
Nearly any kind of closed shoe is acceptable. You may find some kind of hiking 
shoe or boot to be most versatile. If you bring boots, you might also want to bring 
a lighter pair of shoes or sandals for after the digging day is done.  
 
Expect that any clothing or gear you bring to the dig will show some wear. You may 
wish to wear the same pants and shirt each day, but also bring extra changes of 
clothing and more than one pair of shoes in case you need them. Laundry facilities 
are available at the hotel. 
 
General work gloves are highly recommended. We encourage you to bring a pair 
that fits you well, and is comfortable to wear for an extended period.  
 
Foam gardening cushions and knee pads are also recommended for the hours you 
will spend sitting and laying on rock and hard ground. 
 
Expectations of Our Hosts  
 

Leslie and Elaine Waugh, the owners of the ranch, are our gracious hosts and have 
been kind enough to allow the Black Hills Institute to bring a Houston Museum of 
Natural Science group to visit their property and participate in a real dinosaur dig. 
You must always remember that we are guests of the Waughs. They and their 
property are to be treated with the utmost respect. We should take every 
opportunity to show them our appreciation for their generosity. Please follow 
these rules: 

• Leave the property in the same condition we find it, minus the fossils BHI is 
allowed to remove. All of the bones at the quarry are the property of the 
Waughs. No fossils leave the property until legal arrangements have been 
made with Black Hills Institute staff for their sale, donation or loan.  

• No smoking is permitted. 

• No campfires or open flames of any kind are permitted at any time. 

• All trash and refuse of any kind must be deposited in designated trash 
receptacles and carried out at the end of each day.  

• Food preparation takes place only in designated areas, under the guidance of 
BHI staff.  

• Gates that you find closed should be closed again immediately after you pass 
through them. This is a working ranch with livestock.  

• To avoid excessive wear and tear on their property, no personal cars can be 
driven to the site by trip participants. Vehicles should be parked upon arrival 
and moved only if absolutely necessary. Driving is only allowed on designated 
trails only, to avoid damaging fragile prairie grasses and other vegetation. 

http://www.hmns.org/dinodig2022


www.hmns.org/dinodig2022   7 

 

PRICING - DINO DIG 2022 
 

$7,845 HMNS Members Early-Bird, per person, double 
occupancy (extended through February 14, 2022) 
$8,145 HMNS Members per person, double occupancy 
$8,645 Non-Members per person, double occupancy 
$900 Single Supplement for those registering as a single 
traveler 
 

Price Includes: 

• 29 meals (10 breakfasts, 9 lunches, 10 dinners) 

• Tips for guides, drivers, service staff 

• Hotel accommodations for 10 nights 

• Ground transportation 

• All activities included unless noted in the itinerary, except 
those listed as optional  

• Accompanying expert: David Temple 

• Admissions and fees for group activities listed in the 
itinerary  

 

Prices Do Not Include: 

• Adult beverages  

• Optional excursions that require an additional payment 
 
REGISTRATION 
 

Registration requires (A) a per person deposit of $1,000 for 
HMNS Members, $1,500 Non-Members, (B) completed 
registration form (pages 7-10), (C) copy of your valid ID.  
 

By registering, you understand and agree to the Cancellations 
& Refunds and Traveler Terms & Conditions listing Physical 
Requirements; Participant Requirements, Responsibilities and 
Notices; Participation Advisory; Houston Museum of Natural 
Science - Release and Consent, and Black Hills Institute - 
Release and Consent. 
 

Availability is based by order of complete registration. Final 
payment is due April 8, 2022. 
 
CANCELLATIONS & REFUNDS  
 

• Cancellations must be received by HMNS in writing.  

• Cancellations received on or before February 26 will forfeit 
10% of the final payment and 100% of the deposit.  

• Cancellations received between February 27 and March 19 
will forfeit 50% of the final payment and 100% of the 
deposit.  

• Cancellations received between March 20 and April 7, 
2022 will forfeit 85% of the final payment and 100% of the 
deposit.  

• Cancellations received April 8, 2022 and beyond and “no 
shows” will forfeit 100% of the final payment and 100% of 
the deposit.  

• No refunds will be made for missed group activities on the 
trip, including meals, accommodations, transportation 
transfers, tours and any other services voluntarily not 
taken. 

• If for any reason HMNS or Black Hills Institute (BHI) cancels 
this trip, HMNS will use commercially reasonable efforts to 
work with travelers and BHI to refund all recoverable funds 
but does not guarantee that a full refund will be available. 
HMNS reserves the right to cancel, postpone or reschedule 
the trip for any reason and at any point in time, up to and 
including during the period of travel. It is recommended 
that travelers secure their own travel insurance policies to 
cover the circumstance that some funds are unrecoverable 
through HMNS and BHI. 

• I have read and accept the terms stated above in 
Cancellations & Refunds. Initial here: _____ 

 
TRAVELER TERMS & CONDITIONS 
 

Acknowledgment and agreement to the below traveler terms 
and conditions by signature on the registration form is required 
for trip registration. 
 

Physical Requirements 
 

• This trip requires physical independence and mobility. 
Participants should be in good physical condition and 
capable of traversing unpaved terrain.  

• Travelers requiring assistance must travel with a 
companion who will be responsible to assist them.  

• Participants are responsible for carrying their own luggage 
and belongings. 

• Travelers must be able to embark and disembark motor 
coaches and vans alone or with minimal assistance from 
your traveling companion, as well as climb stairs and step 
on unpaved terrain without assistance. 

• Unfortunately, handicap accessibility is not available at all 
sites.  

• In case of an emergency situation, any physical or mental 
condition that may require special medical attention or 
other assistance must be reported in writing when you 
make your reservation. This includes allergies, dietary 
restrictions, as well as mental, mobility, vision and hearing 
impairments. HMNS may make efforts to accommodate 
such condition or impairments in its sole discretion, but 
each participant is solely responsible for any physical or 
mental condition or other impairments. 

• If asked, participants will provide a written release from 
your doctor stating your level of physical fitness or mental 
health is adequate for this trip. 

• Notify travel@hmns.org to inquire about accommodations 
that are necessary for you to enjoy the tour prior to 
registration. HMNS may make efforts to make special 
accommodations in its sole discretion, but each participant 
is solely responsible for such special accommodations. 

• I have read and accept the terms stated above in Physical 
Requirements. Initial here: _____ 
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Participant Requirements, Responsibilities & Notices 
 

• Participants should be in good physical condition and 
capable of traversing unpaved terrain at high altitude. 
Unfortunately, not all sites are handicap accessible. Please 
check with HMNS if you have any required accessibility 
accommodations that are necessary for you to enjoy the 
tour prior to registration. HMNS may make efforts to make 
special accommodations in its sole discretion, but each 
participant is solely responsible for accessibility 
accommodations. 

• Participants must be self-sufficient and carry their own 
belongings and luggage.  

• Participants are expected to conduct themselves in a safe 
and courteous manner. Unsafe, unprofessional, or 
otherwise inappropriate behavior (as determined by the 
quarry field guides) could result in your immediate 
dismissal from the dig with no refund for missed activities.  

• Participants of this trip are not permitted to keep any fossil 
or partial fossil found, discovered, or excavated on this 
trip. The fossils are owned by the landowner, who has 
given us permission to be on the property for the purpose 
of excavation. 

• Field guides and trip leaders will be treated with utmost 
courtesy at all times. Field guides are there not only to 
instruct but also to ensure the safety of the fossils as well 
as the participants. 

• The minimum age of participant for this trip is 15 years. 
Each minor must be accompanied by one adult guardian. 
Guardians are responsible for the supervision and safety of 
their minors. Misbehaving or disrespectful minors could be 
asked, along with their parents/guardians, to leave the dig 
with no refund for missed activities. 

• At times participants may be in isolated locations where 
response to a medical emergency could be lengthy, or 
emergency responses may not be available.  

• Smoking (including e-cigarettes) and open flames are not 
permitted at the site.  

• Our hotels are smoke-free. 

• Illegal substances and firearms are not allowed.  

• All travelers must bring a device with WhatsApp for 
communication with trip leaders during trip. 

• Participants are not considered registered participants 
until their receipt of Trip Confirmation Notification from 
HMNS. This requires a fully completed registration form, 
paid deposit and copy of ID.  

• No partial refunds will be made for missed activities. 
Participants who are late to the departure time and miss 
the bus are responsible for making their own 
arrangements to meet the group. 

• The trip itinerary and accommodations are subject to 
change due to inclement weather and unforeseen events.  

• Ground transportation during the trip is included in the 
trip package.  

• Participants must book their own transportation to arrive 
in Rapid City, South Dakota. 

• Room configuration cannot be guaranteed. We will try to 
accommodate preferences. 

• I have read and accept the terms stated above in 
Participant Requirements, Responsibilities & Notices. 
Initial here: _____ 

 

Participation Advisory 
 

• Trip guides and leaders have the right to deny a 
participant’s participation in an activity if, in the sole 
judgment and discretion of HMNS or BHI, the participant 
and safety of others could be compromised. You should 
only sign up for this trip if you are confident you are 
capable of the physical requirements and responsibilities 
listed above.  

• HMNS reserves the right to accept or decline any 
individuals as members of the tour. 

• HMNS reserves the right to charge an extended service fee 
for travelers who require additional assistance during the 
trip. 

• I have read and accept the terms stated above in 
Participation Advisory. Initial here: _____ 

 
HOUSTON MUSEUM OF NATURAL SCIENCE - 
RELEASE AND CONSENT 
 

• Although HMNS hopes that no participant is ever injured 
or hurt, injuries are a possibility of participation in this Trip. 
The risk of injuries, illness and death is a risk that the 
participant voluntarily agrees to assume in exchange for 
the privilege of registering for and participating in the Trip. 
The participant understands and agrees that this risk is not 
a risk that HMNS, its contractors including Black Hills 
Institute (BHI), or employees assumes and that HMNS is 
not responsible for any injuries to the participant.  

• Accordingly, the participant voluntarily releases, 
discharges, and waives the right to sue HMNS and its 
directors, officers, employees, volunteers, agents, 
contractors, representatives and all persons acting by, 
through under or in concert with HMNS (collectively, the 
“Released Parties”) for any and all losses, demands, claims, 
suits, causes of action, liability, costs, expenses, and 
judgments whether arising in equity, at common law, or by 
statute, under the law of contracts, torts, or property, for 
personal injury (including without limitation emotional 
distress), illness, death or damage to property, arising in 
favor of the participant or anyone claiming through us 
based upon, in connection with, relating to or arising out 
of, directly or indirectly, the participant’s participation in 
the Dino Dig 2022 trip (collectively, “Claims”) even if any 
such claims are due to the Released Parties’ own 
negligence, strict liability without regard to fault, violation 
of statute, or other fault, including any negligent act, 
omission, or intentional act intended to promote my safety 
or well-being. 

• The participant hereby gives his/her permission to the 
Released Parties to obtain emergency medical treatment 
for the participant if any Released Party deems in its 
discretion that such emergency medical treatment is 
necessary. The Released Parties have no liability as to any 
such medical treatment, including the outcome of such 
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medical treatment, or whether such medical treatment is 
provided to a participant. 

• The participant acknowledges and agrees that any photos, 
videos, pictorial images, voice recordings, or quotations 
including those of participant taken, created or shared by 
any Released Party (including without limitation any taken 
by any photographer or videographer paid by or 
volunteering for any Released Party) during or relating to 
the Program may be used by HMNS in future publications, 
web pages, promotions, advertisements, social media and 
exhibits of HMNS (or any other person authorized to use 
such images by HMNS) without the need of any additional 
permission from or consideration to the participant.  

• I release and waive for myself and anyone claiming 
through me all claims based on the right of privacy, right of 
publicity, moral rights, or any other intellectual property 
rights related to the rights granted by me to HMNS. 
Initial here: _____ 

• I have read and accept the terms stated above in Houston 
Museum of Natural Science - Release and Consent. Initial 
here: _____ 

BLACK HILLS INSTITUTE - RELEASE AND CONSENT 
 

• I voluntarily release and agree to hold harmless and 
indemnify the Black Hills Institute (BHI), their staff and 
volunteers, and all other persons or entities acting in any 
capacity on its behalf, from any and all liability, claims, 
demands, actions, or rights of action, whether known or 
unknown, foreseen or unforeseen, relating to or arising 
out of my presence or activities while on a BHI field trip. 

• I give BHI staff and/or volunteers permission to assist in 
medical assistance in the event of an emergency. Please 
contact my emergency contact listed below in case of 
emergency. 

• I give BHI permission to use my image in photographs in 
print or digital media. 

• I have read and accept the terms stated above in Black 
Hills Institute - Release and Consent. Initial here: _____ 

• I understand that I may have additional Release and 
Consent forms from the Black Hills Institute to sign. Initial 
here: _____ 

http://www.hmns.org/dinodig2022
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Houston Museum of Natural Science 
Dino Dig 2022: July 21 - 30, 2022  
 

Traveler Registration Form 
Scan/e-mail: travel@hmns.org  ǀ  Fax: 866.828.8648  ǀ  Mail: Travel, HMNS, 5555 Hermann Park Drive, Houston, Texas 77030  
 

Name as it appears on ID:  ________________________________________           
 

Email address: _________________________________________________   HMNS Membership #: ________________ 
 

Mailing Address:  __________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Home Phone: _____________________________   Cell Phone: _____________________________    
 
Emergency Contact Name, Cell and Email: 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 
Dietary Restrictions / Allergies / Physical Limitations / Medical Conditions / Mental Limitations:   
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

Selections 
 $7,845 HMNS Members Early-Bird, per person, double occupancy (extended through February 14, 2022) 
 $8,145 HMNS Members per person, double occupancy 
 $8,645 Non-Members per person, double occupancy 
       Roommate: ____________________________________  (separate registration form required for roommate) 
 $900 Single Supplement for those registering as a single traveler 
 I would like help finding a roommate but will pay the single supplement of $900 if one is not found. 
 I understand that I must book my own travel to Rapid City, South Dakota.  
 

Preferences 
 We/I prefer one queen bed            My travel companion and I prefer two double beds    
 I understand that all rooms are non-smoking rooms. 
 

Deposit Due  
Deposit is $1,000 per person for HMNS Members, $1,500 for Non-Members. Deposits are non-refundable and will go 
towards the total cost of the trip. Click here to pay your deposit online. 
 

Registration Confirmation 
Registration requires a completed registration form (pages 7-10), copy of traveler’s ID and paid deposit. After HMNS 
Travel has processed your registration, you will receive a confirmation email with invoice for your final payment.  
 

Final payment is due April 8, 2022. 
 

Traveler Agreement 
I confirm that I am mentally and physically capable of full participation in this tour, and that I have read this complete 
trip document and I understand and agree to the Cancellations & Refunds and Traveler Terms & Conditions (pages 7-9) 
listing Physical Requirements; Participant Requirements, Responsibilities and Notices; Participation Advisory; Houston 
Museum of Natural Science - Release and Consent; and Black Hills Institute - Release and Consent. 

Participant Signature     Date 

http://www.hmns.org/dinodig2022
https://store.hmns.org/Selection.aspx?sch=1366531

