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Itinerary at a Glance 

Day 1: San Juan 

Day 2: El Yunque National Forest 

Day 3: San Juan 

Day 4: Ponce & La Parguera 

Day 5: La Parguera & San Juan  

Day 6: Fajardo & San Juan 

Day 7: Departure  
 

Pricing 

$4,500 HMNS Members Early-Bird  

$4,650 HMNS Members, per person 

$5,650 Non-Members, per person 
 

Registration Requires 

• Per person deposit 

• Completed registration form 
 

Half-balance due February 20, 2023. 

Remaining balance due March 19, 2023. 
 

$150 off Members-Only, Early-Bird 

Registration Through August 1, 2022. 
 

This trip is limited to ages 12-18 years old with a 
guardian’s permission. 

¡Bienvenidos al paraíso! 

Welcome to paradise! 
 
Rich in history and culture, with exceptional food, pristine 
beaches, and majestic mountains, adventure awaits, all 
packed into one week at a sun-kissed Caribbean paradise. 
 

Welcome to Puerto Rico, the beautiful island located in 
the Caribbean sea, where you will create a bounty of 
memorable experiences. 
 

Our HMNS tour leader on this trip is Marce Stayer. Marce 
started volunteering at HMNS in 
2006, working first with the HISD 
program, taking fourth graders 
on tours of the museum. In 2014, 
she became Director of the 
Moran Ecoteen program and 
held this position at HMNS for 7 
years before retiring in January 
of 2021. 
 

Since retiring, Marce has returned to the Volunteer Guild 
and is Chair of the Master/Mentor program and the 
malacology lead. Marce enjoys traveling, learning about 
people and their culture, sampling local cuisine and is 
excited to lead this trip where you will get to do the 
same! 

Houston Museum of Natural Science 

Puerto Rico: Island of Natural and Historical Wonders 

July 22 – 28, 2023 
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Detailed Itinerary  

Day 1: San Juan  

Welcome to San Juan! We will meet our tour guide and take a 

walking tour of San Juan, led by our Tour Director. 
 
Day 2: El Yunque National Forest 

We will explore the only tropical rainforest on U.S. soil. With 

29,000 acres to explore, this national forest is not only 

biologically diverse but also has clear mountain rivers and 

other breathtaking scenery to enjoy. Then you will enjoy free 

time at Luquillo Beach and dinner in Fajardo. 
 
Day 3: San Juan 

We will explore one of Puerto Rico’s unique cave systems 

which may include the Camuy Caverns and Cueva Ventana.  

After that, we will take a guided tour of Old San Juan. We will 

experience the history of the city and visit sites like La 

Fortaleza, San José Church, Cathedral of San Juan Bautista, the 

site of the tomb of Ponce de León, the Capitol building, and 

more! 
 
Day 4: Ponce & La Parguera 

We will travel from San Juan to Ponce where we will take a 

walking tour of the city. Then we will enjoy a cooking class and 

learn the essentials of traditional Puerto Rican cuisine. From 

Ponce we will make our way to La Parguera and visit the Cabo 

Rojo Salt Flats and Wildlife Refuge. We will make a stop at the 

historic lighthouse, El Faro de Los Morrillos, and enjoy the 

various breathtaking views of Cabo Rojo. We will finish off the 

exciting day with a boat tour of the bioluminescent bay, 

illuminated by the microscopic marine plankton. 
 
Day 5: La Parguera & San Juan 

We will explore the clear blue waters and the diverse organisms that inhabit them during a snorkeling excursion. Then, circling 

back to San Juan, we will experience San Juan's vibrant street art culture with a street art walking tour, learn about Puerto Rico's 

unique dance styles with a dancing lesson, and have the opportunity to enjoy free time in Old San Juan.  
 
Day 6: Fajardo & San Juan 

We will take a tour of one of Puerto Rico’s nature reserves, see San Juan’s vibrant street art and enjoy free time in Old San Juan.  
 
Day 7: Departure 

http://www.hmns.org/teen-PR2023


www.hmns.org/teen-PR2023  3 

 

Pricing: Puerto Rico 2023 

$4,500 HMNS Members-Only Early-Bird, per person 
(through August 1, 2022) 

$4,650 HMNS Members, per person 

$5,650 Non-Members, per person 
 

Pricing Includes 

• Flights 

• All Meals 

• Hotels 

• Overnight Security 

• Tips 

• Guided Tours 

• At Least One Full-time Tour Director 

• HMNS Chaperone 

• General Liability Insurance 
 

REGISTRATION 

This trip is limited to ages 12-18 years old with a guardian’s 
permission. Registration requires (A) a per person deposit of 
$1,000 for HMNS Members, $1,500 Non-Members, (B) 
completed registration form (pages 3-6), (C) copy of 
guardian’s driver’s license. 

$600 of your deposit is non-refundable.  

By registering, you understand and agree to the 
Cancellations & Refunds and Traveler Terms & Conditions 
listing Physical Requirements; Participant Requirements, 
Responsibilities and Notices; Participation Advisory; 
Houston Museum of Natural Science - Release and Consent, 
and EF Travel - Release and Consent. 

Availability is based by order of complete registration. Half of 
the balance is due by February 20, 2023. The remaining 
balance is due by March 19, 2023. 
 

CANCELLATIONS & REFUNDS 

• Cancellations must be received by HMNS in writing.  

• $600 of your deposit is non-refundable. 

• A minimum of 12 registrants by September 30, 2022 is 
required for this trip. If the participant minimum is not 
reached by the deadline, HMNS will issue a refund for 
100% of the deposits and payments made. 

• Cancellations received on or before January 20, 2023 will 
forfeit 10% of the final payment and 100% of the deposit.  

• Cancellations received between January 21 and February 
4, 2023 will forfeit 50% of the final payment and 100% of 
the deposit. 

• Cancellations received between February 5 and February 
19, 2023 will forfeit 75% of the final payment and 100% of 
the deposit.  

• Cancellations received February 20, 2023 and beyond and 
“no shows” will forfeit 100% of the final payment and 
100% of the deposit. 

• No refunds will be made for missed group activities on the 

trip, including meals, accommodations, transportation 
transfers, tours and any other services voluntarily not 
taken. 

• If for any reason HMNS or EF Travel cancels this trip, 
HMNS will use commercially reasonable efforts to work 
with travelers and EF Travel to refund all recoverable 
funds but does not guarantee that a full refund will be 
available. HMNS reserves the right to cancel, postpone or 
reschedule the trip for any reason and at any point in 
time, up to and including during the period of travel. It is 
recommended that travelers secure their own travel 
insurance policies to cover the circumstance that some 
funds are unrecoverable through HMNS or EF Travel. 

• I have read and accept the terms stated above in 
Cancellations & Refunds. Initial here: _____ 

 

TRAVELER TERMS & CONDITIONS 

Acknowledgment and agreement to the below traveler terms 
and conditions by signature on the registration form is 
required for trip registration. 
 

Physical Requirements 

• This trip requires physical independence and mobility. 
Participants should be in good physical condition and 
capable of traversing unpaved terrain.  

• Travelers requiring assistance must travel with a 
companion who will be responsible to assist them.  

• Participants are responsible for carrying their own luggage 
and belongings. 

• Travelers must be able to embark and disembark motor 
coaches and vans alone or with minimal assistance from 
your traveling companion, as well as climb stairs and step 
on unpaved terrain without assistance. 

• Unfortunately, handicap accessibility is not available at all 
sites.  

• In case of an emergency situation, any physical or mental 
condition that may require special medical attention or 
other assistance must be reported in writing when you 
make your reservation. This includes allergies, dietary 
restrictions, as well as mental, mobility, vision and hearing 
impairments. HMNS may make efforts to accommodate 
such condition or impairments in its sole discretion, but 
each participant is solely responsible for any physical or 
mental condition or other impairments. 

• If asked, participants will provide a written release from 
your doctor stating your level of physical fitness or mental 
health is adequate for this trip. 

• Notify travel@hmns.org to inquire about accommodations 
that are necessary for you to enjoy the tour prior to 
registration. HMNS may make efforts to make special 
accommodations in its sole discretion, but each 
participant is solely responsible for such special 
accommodations. 

• I have read and accept the terms stated above in Physical 
Requirements. Initial here: _____ 
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Participant Requirements, Responsibilities & Notices 

• Due to current travel restrictions, a full COVID-19 vaccine 
will be required for all participants at least 14 days prior to 
departure. Failure to provide proof of vaccination may 
result in a participant being turned away with no refund.  

• Participants should be in good physical condition and capable 
of traversing unpaved terrain. Unfortunately, not all sites are 
handicap accessible. Please check with HMNS if you have any 
required accessibility accommodations that are necessary for 
you to enjoy the tour prior to registration. HMNS may make 
efforts to make special accommodations in its sole discretion, 
but each participant is solely responsible for accessibility 
accommodations. 

• Participants must be self-sufficient and carry their own 
belongings and luggage.  

• Participants are expected to conduct themselves in a safe and 
courteous manner. Unsafe, unprofessional, or otherwise 
inappropriate behavior (as determined by the quarry field 
guides) could result in your immediate dismissal from the trip 
with no refund for missed activities.  

• Tour guides and trip leaders will be treated with utmost 
courtesy at all times. 

• The minimum age of participant for this trip is 12 years. Each 
minor must have permission from an adult guardian. 
Guardians are responsible for the supervision and safety of 
their minors. Misbehaving or disrespectful minors could be 
asked, to sit out during activities with no refund.  

• Illegal substances and firearms are not allowed.  

• It is required for travelers bring a device with WhatsApp for 
communication with trip leaders during trip. Travelers may 
have to purchase Wi-Fi in order to use WhatsApp. 

• Participants are not considered registered participants until 
their receipt of Trip Confirmation Notification from HMNS. 
This requires a fully completed registration form and paid 
deposit. 

• No partial refunds will be made for missed activities. 
Participants who are late to the departure time and miss the 
bus are responsible for making their own arrangements to 
meet the group. 

• The trip itinerary and accommodations are subject to change 
due to inclement weather and unforeseen events.  

• Ground transportation during the trip is included in the trip 
package.  

• Room configuration cannot be guaranteed. We will try to 
accommodate preferences. 

• I have read and accept the terms stated above in Participant 
Requirements, Responsibilities & Notices. Initial here: _____ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HOUSTON MUSEUM OF NATURAL SCIENCE - 

RELEASE AND CONSENT 

• Although HMNS hopes that no participant is ever injured or 
hurt, injuries are a possibility of participation in this Trip. The 
risk of injuries, illness and death is a risk that the participant 
voluntarily agrees to assume in exchange for the privilege of 
registering for and participating in the Trip. The participant 
understands and agrees that this risk is not a risk that HMNS, 
its contractors including EF Travel, or employees assumes and 
that HMNS is not responsible for any injuries to the 
participant.  

• Accordingly, the participant voluntarily releases, discharges, 
and waives the right to sue HMNS and its directors, officers, 
employees, volunteers, agents, contractors, representatives 
and all persons acting by, through under or in concert with 
HMNS (collectively, the “Released Parties”) for any and all 
losses, demands, claims, suits, causes of action, liability, costs, 
expenses, and judgments whether arising in equity, at 
common law, or by statute, under the law of contracts, torts, 
or property, for personal injury (including without limitation 
emotional distress), illness, death or damage to property, 
arising in favor of the participant or anyone claiming through 
us based upon, in connection with, relating to or arising out 
of, directly or indirectly, the participant’s participation in the 
Puerto Rico 2022 trip (collectively, “Claims”) even if any such 
claims are due to the Released Parties’ own negligence, strict 
liability without regard to fault, violation of statute, or other 
fault, including any negligent act, omission, or intentional act 
intended to promote my safety or well-being. 

• The participant hereby gives his/her permission to the 
Released Parties to obtain emergency medical treatment for 
the participant if any Released Party deems in its discretion 
that such emergency medical treatment is necessary. The 
Released Parties have no liability as to any such medical 
treatment, including the outcome of such medical treatment, 
or whether such medical treatment is provided to a 
participant. 

• The participant acknowledges and agrees that any photos, 
videos, pictorial images, voice recordings, or quotations 
including those of participant taken, created or shared by any 
Released Party (including without limitation any taken by any 
photographer or videographer paid by or volunteering for any 
Released Party) during or relating to the Program may be used 
by HMNS in future publications, web pages, promotions, 
advertisements, social media and exhibits of HMNS (or any 
other person authorized to use such images by HMNS) 
without the need of any additional permission from or 
consideration to the participant.  

• I release and waive for myself and anyone claiming through 
me all claims based on the right of privacy, right of publicity, 
moral rights, or any other intellectual property rights related 
to the rights granted by me to HMNS. Initial here: _____ 

• I have read and accept the terms stated above in Houston 

Museum of Natural Science - Release and Consent. Initial 

here: _____ 
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EF TRAVEL - RELEASE AND CONSENT 
 

• I voluntarily release and agree to hold harmless and 
indemnify the EF Travel, their staff and volunteers, and all 
other persons or entities acting in any capacity on its 
behalf, from any and all liability, claims, demands, actions, 
or rights of action, whether known or unknown, foreseen 
or unforeseen, relating to or arising out of my presence or 
activities while on an EF Travel field trip. 

• I give EF Travel staff and/or volunteers permission to assist 
in medical assistance in the event of an emergency. Please 
contact my emergency contact listed below in case of 
emergency. 

• I give EF Travel permission to use my image in photographs 
in print or digital media. 

• I have read and accept the terms stated above in EF 
Travel - Release and Consent. Initial here: _____ 

• I understand that I may have additional Release and 
Consent forms from EF Travel to sign. Initial here: _____ 
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Houston Museum of Natural Science 

Puerto Rico 2023: Island of Natural and Historical Wonders  |  July 22 - 28, 2023 

Traveler Registration Form 

Scan/e-mail: travel@hmns.org  ǀ  Fax: 866.828.8648  ǀ  Mail: Travel, HMNS, 5555 Hermann Park Drive, Houston, Texas 77030  
 

Participant’s Name : ________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Parent/Guardian’s Name: ________________________________________  HMNS Membership #: ________________ 
 

Parent/Guardian’s Email Address: _____________________________________________________________________   
 

Mailing Address: ___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Parent/Guardian’s Cell Phone: ________________________ Participant’s Cell Phone: ___________________________   
 

Emergency Contact Name, Cell and Email: 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

Participant’s Dietary Restrictions / Allergies / Physical Limitations / Medical Conditions / Mental Limitations:  

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

Selections 

 $4,500 HMNS Members-Only Early-Bird, per person, double occupancy (through August 1, 2022) 

 $4,650 HMNS Members per person, double occupancy 

 $5,650 Non-Members per person, double occupancy 
 

Preferences 

Roommate’s Name: ____________________________________ (separate registration form required for roommate) 
 

Deposit Due  

Deposit is $1,000 per person for HMNS Members, $1,500 for Non-Members. $600 of your deposit is non-refundable 

and will go towards the total cost of the trip. Click here to pay your deposit online. 
 

Registration Confirmation 

Registration requires a completed registration form (pages 3-6), copy of guardian’s driver’s license and paid deposit. 

After HMNS Travel has processed your registration, you will receive a confirmation email with invoice for your final 

payment.  
 

Half of the balance is due by February 20, 2023. The remaining balance is due by March 19, 2023. 
 

Traveler Agreement 

I confirm that I am mentally and physically capable of full participation in this tour, and that I have read this complete 

trip document and I understand and agree to the Cancellations & Refunds and Traveler Terms & Conditions (pages 3-6) 

listing Physical Requirements; Participant Requirements, Responsibilities and Notices; Participation Advisory; Houston 

Museum of Natural Science - Release and Consent; and EF Travel - Release and Consent. 

Guardian of Participant’s Signature                    Date 

http://www.hmns.org/teen-PR2023
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