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Death by Natural Causes 

The following activities are designed to supplement a visit to the exhibit. Death by Natural Causes 

will introduce students to the range of “animal, vegetable and mineral” dangers that lurk in their 

everyday lives.  Through a collection of specimens, text and interactives, they will see what can 

cause a death, either directly or indirectly, from the natural world.  

Entrance 

Look in the mirror, what do you see? Listen to the introductory video before you begin your 

journey. 

Room One 

Text Panel: Death by Natural Causes 

Read the text panel. Note the difference between cause of death and manner of death. In the 

space below, give an example of a cause of death and an example of a manner of death. 

Cause of Death Manner of Death 

 

 

 

 

 

In this same area, locate the death certificates. Can you locate the cause of death on each? Find 

the death certificate for Sammy Davis Jr. What is listed as his cause of death? Determine his 

manner of death given that information. Fill in your answers below. 

Cause of Death: 

 

 

 

Manner of Death:  

 



   

Death by Natural Causes 

Exhibit Activity  

Room Two 

Locate the Fortune Teller interactive. Use the touch screen to answer the questions. Peer into 

the crystal ball. How many years do you have to live? Write this number in the crystal ball below. 

List ways you can improve your longevity. 

 

How I can improve my longevity: 

 

 

 

 

Text panel: What is a Poison? 

Fill in the missing words: A poison causes a negative biological reaction when _______________, 

__________________, or ____________________. 

 

Text Panel: What is a Venom? 

Fill in the missing words:  A venom is actively ________________ into a wound through a 

______________ or a _________________. 

 

Knowing the difference between a venom and a poison, complete the following sentence:  

If you bite it and die, it is ___________________; if it bites you and you die, it is 

_____________________. 
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Locate the diamondback rattlesnake, Gila monster, centipede, and the Arizona bark scorpion. 

Read each of the text panels and then fill out the chart below. 

Animal Venom type Venom Delivery 

Method 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

Locate the This or That Interactives – at each of the stations, choose what you believe to be the 

least likely way to die. Fill in the chart below. 

 Were you 

correct? 

Odds of Each Interesting Fact 

Choking vs. Heart Disease  

 

  

Lightning vs Dogs with Guns  

 

  

Bicycle vs. Car  

 

  

Botulism vs. Lawnmower  

 

  

Selfie vs. Meteorite  

 

  

Sitting vs. Furniture  

 

  

 

Text Panel: A Fashionable Folly  

Read the text panel and look at the artifact. Can you think of any modern examples of this type 

of accidental environmental poisoning? If so, list them below. 

• Example: Some paints used prior to 1978 contained lead. Many children suffered lead 

poisoning from eating paint chips. 
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Room Three 

Locate the Elements of Life and Death Interactive Periodic Table. Six elements make up 99% of 

the human body. Do you know what they are? List as many as you can in the chart below. Press 

the first button. The correct elements will light up. How many did you get correct? List the 

correct elements in the second column of the chart. 

Elements I think make up the human body Elements that make up the human body 

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

Look at all of the elemental specimens in this room. Locate and circle each of the elements on 

the periodic table below. Is there a patterns to where they are located? What, if anything, does 

this suggest? Write your answer below. 
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Locate the Art of Death interactive. “Paint” one of the pictures using the touch screen. Allow the 

computer to analyze the colors you used. Which color was the most toxic? What symptoms 

suggest a poisoning by this particular paint? Write your answers below. 

Most dangerous color: Presenting symptoms of poisoning: 

 

 

 

 

 

Locate the first autopsy table. Look at the symptoms presented by the body. Illustrate what you 

see on the body outline below. Using what you have learned, hypothesize the cause of death. 

Write your answer below. Place your hand in the box to reveal the cause of death. Were you 

correct? Is it possible to determine manner of death with the information you have available? 

 

Hypothesis for Cause of Death: 

 

 

 

 

 

Actual Cause of Death: 

Can you determine manner of death? Circle one:    YES/NO 

Room Four 

Find the No Bold or Old Mushroom Hunters interactive. Read the text panel and play the game. 

How many times did you make an incorrect choice? Calculate the percentage of the times you 

chose the correct mushroom. Show your calculations and answer in the space below. Would 

these odds make you feel safe collecting and eating wild mushrooms? 
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Text Panel: Death Around the House  

Read the text panel. Out of 2,591,955 deaths that occurred at home, 47,000 were cause by 

plants. What mathematical formula would you use to determine the percentage of deaths 

caused by plants? Write the equation below.  

 

 

Text Panel: Ergot Poisoning  

There are two physical presentations of ergot poisoning: Convulsive ergotism and gangrenous 

ergotism. List the symptoms of each under the correct heading.  

Convulsive Ergotism Gangrenous Ergotism 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

Text Panel: Outbreak  

Read the text panel. Paragraph 2 describes the symptoms of a historical outbreak of ergotism. 

What type of ergotism is described? Write your answer below. 

 

 

 

Text Panel: Death in the Pantry  

Read the text panel and look at the specimens in the case. Which of the foods displayed are the 

most likely to trigger a fatal food allergy? Make a four-step plan to keep someone with allergies 

safe. 
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Locate the painting the Triptych of Temptation of St. Anthony and read the text panel. Focus on 

the center panel of the painting. What elements in the painting could symbolize ergot 

poisoning? Circle those elements in the picture below. 

 

 

Locate the second autopsy table. Look at the symptoms presented by the body. Illustrate what 

you see on the body outline below. Using what you have learned, hypothesize the cause of 

death. Write your answer below. Place your hand in the box to reveal the cause of death. Were 

you correct? Is it possible to determine manner of death with the information you have 

available? 

 

Hypothesis for Cause of Death: 

 

 

 

 

Actual Cause of Death: 

Can you determine manner of death? Circle one:    YES/NO 
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Room Five 

Text Panel: Virulent Viruses 

List the seven characteristics that must be met for something to be considered living. Circle the 

one characteristic that viruses do not possess.  Scientists disagree if viruses are alive or not. 

What do you think? Explain why. 

Characteristics of Life 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Locate the Virus Models. List the three different viruses represented by the models. Pick one of 

the viruses and make a sketch below. 

 

 

 

Room Six 

Text Panel: Once Bitten  

Read the text panel and look at the specimens. Observe the different types of teeth used to 

deliver venom. Sketch the solenoglyphos tooth below. Explain how this type of tooth operates 

like a medical syringe. 

 

 

 

Room Seven 

Text Panel: Vicious Fishes  

Read the text panel. Locate the stingray and lionfish and read about the mechanisms they use to 

deliver venom. How are these methods similar? How are they different? What do the two 

animals have in common that may partially account for the similarities?  
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Locate the Plague Doctor Mannequin. Read the text panel and look at the different parts of the 

costume. Label the various parts on the picture below and suggest the purpose of each. 

 

 

Read the plague doctor poem. What does the poem suggest about the nature of a plague doctor 

and how they were perceived by society? 

 

 

 

Text Panel: Beastly Bacteria 

Read the text panel. What did people think caused disease before we understood the role of 

microorganisms?  What do you think promoted this belief? 
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Room Eight 

Locate an animal that has been responsible for more deaths than all the wars combined.  List the 

name below. How did this animal cause so many deaths? 

 

Locate the third autopsy table. Look at the symptoms presented by the body. Illustrate what you 

see on the body outline below. Using what you have learned, hypothesize the cause of death. 

Write your answer below. Place your hand in the box to reveal the cause of death. Were you 

correct? Is it possible to determine manner of death with the information you have available? 

 

Hypothesis for Cause of Death: 

 

 

 

 

Actual Cause of Death: 

Can you determine manner of death? Circle one:    YES/NO 


