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Dear Educator,

Thank you for downloading the free online curriculum available at HMNS. We are thrilled that you include the world-renowned Houston Museum of Natural Science in your educational toolkit.
Here at HMNS, our mission has always been to provide exemplary educational opportunities for the community. Providing educators like you with a free, fully editable curriculum is just one of many ways we are fulfilling that mission.
Thank you again, and we hope you enjoy your field trip to HMNS!

How to use this guide:
1. [bookmark: _Hlk175565489]Feel free to edit the questions to suit your student group.
2. The Knowledge Hunt is specifically for the Hall of Ancient Egypt. 
3. Visitor services and security staff are posted around the Museum and will be happy to assist you in finding any of the locations or objects mentioned.
4. Please ensure that one chaperone is with every group of ten students at all times as they complete these activities.

[bookmark: _Hlk175565520]For TEKS information or questions, contact us at curriculum@hmns.org



Student Instructions
Work in pairs or small groups as you move through the Hall of Ancient Egypt at the Houston Museum of Natural Science. Use exhibit text panels, maps, reconstructions, and object labels to answer each question. Where a question asks for your opinion or interpretation, support your ideas with specific evidence from what you see and read.​

Section 1: Geography and Environment
1. Identify the continent where Egypt is located and name the major river that shaped ancient Egyptian civilization. Explain at least two ways this river influenced settlement patterns, agriculture, or trade in Egypt.​​
2. Several panels describe annual flooding, irrigation, and the creation of fertile land along the river. Using that information, explain how the physical environment of Egypt helped support the development of a complex river‑valley civilization and compare it to one modern example where a river system still shapes human activity today.​
3. Examine any maps that show “Upper” and “Lower” Egypt. Describe where each region is located and how elevation and the direction of the Nile’s flow—not compass direction—explain these terms, then analyze how this geography might affect political or economic unity in a long, narrow river kingdom.

Section 2: Social and Political Structures
4. Find displays that discuss the role of the pharaoh or kingship. Identify at least three major responsibilities of the pharaoh and explain how these duties combined religious, political, and military authority into a single position of power.​​
5. Find text that refers to scribes, officials, and specialized artisans. Using evidence from at least two different text panels or cases, describe how specialization of labor and a social hierarchy supported the functioning of the Egyptian state.​​
6. In the United States, the power to make laws is held by a legislative branch rather than a single ruler. Compare the concentration of power in the pharaoh with how political power is distributed in a modern representative government and discuss one advantage and one disadvantage of each system.​​


Section 3: Religion, Beliefs, and Daily Life
7. Locate a panel or display that describes Egyptian religious beliefs about the afterlife. Summarize the key ideas about judgment, the soul, and the afterlife, and cite at least one type of object or practice used to prepare for life after death.​​
8. Examine any case that includes household or protective deities, medical remedies, or charms. Describe one practice or object meant to protect health or bring good fortune, then evaluate its effectiveness from a modern scientific or medical perspective.​​
9. Look for information about temples, offerings, or festivals. Explain how religion shaped public spaces and community life in ancient Egypt and give one example of how religious practice could reinforce the authority of the state.​​

Section 4: Art, Architecture, and Technology
10. Choose one example of monumental architecture featured in the hall (for example, temple columns, statues, or a reconstruction of a tomb or shrine). Describe the materials, scale, and decorative features, and explain how this structure communicated power, religious belief, or social status.​​
11. Examine at least two different works of Egyptian art (such as reliefs, statues, coffins, or painted panels). Identify visual conventions like frontal shoulders with profile heads, size hierarchies, or use of color, and explain how these conventions helped convey meaning or organize information.​​
12. Identify one technological or artistic innovation you see discussed in the exhibit (examples might include stone carving techniques, pigment preparation, metalwork, or woodworking). Explain how this innovation supported either everyday life, religious practice, or state power.​​

Section 5: Writing, Language, and Historical Sources
13. Locate a display on Egyptian writing, such as hieroglyphs, scribes, or writing materials. Define hieroglyphic writing and explain how having multiple scripts (for example, pictorial, cursive, or Greek) affected who could read and write in ancient Egypt.​​
14. Examine the replica of the Rosetta Stone. Explain how inscriptions in more than one language and script allowed modern scholars to decode hieroglyphs and discuss how this decoding changed our understanding of Egyptian history and culture.​​
15. Choose one inscription, object label, or text panel that quotes or paraphrases ancient writing. Describe what this source reveals about Egyptian values or concerns (such as justice, piety, family, or loyalty) and evaluate how reliable you think this type of source is for reconstructing daily life.​​

Section 6: Economy, Trade, and Cultural Connections
16. Look for any map, text panel, or case that mentions trade, imported goods, or foreign peoples (such as Nubians, Libyans, or people from the Mediterranean world). Identify at least two regions connected to Egypt through trade, and explain how geography (the river, deserts, or seas) helped or hindered these connections.​​
17. Examine information about materials such as gold, stone, grains, oils, or textiles. Describe how access to specific natural resources influenced Egypt’s economy and its relationship with neighboring regions.​
18. Some mummies, portraits, or objects in the exhibit may show stylistic influences from Greek or Roman culture. Identify at least one example of cultural blending you observe and explain what it suggests about Egypt’s role in larger Mediterranean and Near Eastern networks.​​

Section 7: Historical Thinking and Comparison
19. Choose one aspect of ancient Egyptian civilization you have encountered in the exhibit (for example, burial practices, monumental building, writing systems, or social hierarchy). Compare it to a different ancient civilization you have studied in class, explaining at least one significant similarity and one important difference.​​
20. Imagine that an archaeologist 3,000 years from now is studying objects from your own life the way we study Egyptian artifacts today. Choose one type of object you own and explain what conclusions that archaeologist might draw about your society’s technology, beliefs, or social structure, and how those conclusions could be accurate or misleading.​​
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