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Hall of Ancient Egypt: 3rd–5th Grade Student Hunt 
Dear Educator,
Thank you for downloading the free Hall of Ancient Egypt Knowledge Hunt for grades 3–5 at the Houston Museum of Natural Science. We are delighted that you have chosen to integrate this student-led investigation into your instructional plans and to use the world‑renowned resources of HMNS as an extension of your classroom.
At HMNS, our mission is to provide exemplary educational experiences for all learners. By offering you complimentary, fully editable, TEKS‑aligned curriculum materials, we hope to support rigorous learning that still gives students space to observe closely, ask questions, and share their ideas. This Hall of Ancient Egypt 3rd–5th Grade Student Hunt is designed to help your students think like historians and archaeologists as they explore geography, daily life, government, religion, art, writing, and the legacy of one of the world’s foundational civilizations.
How to use this guide:
· Feel free to adapt, remove, or reorder questions to best fit your curriculum goals, time in the hall, and students’ reading and readiness levels.
· Encourage students to work in pairs or small groups as they move through the exhibit, using text panels, maps, reconstructions, and object labels as their main sources of information.
· Remind students to read carefully, look closely at artifacts and images, and use their own words when explaining what they notice and infer.
· Museum Visitor Services and Security staff are stationed throughout the halls and are happy to help you locate the Hall of Ancient Egypt or specific areas and objects mentioned in the hunt.
· For safety and a successful learning experience, please ensure that one adult chaperone accompanies every group of approximately ten students at all times.
For questions about this curriculum, TEKS information, or other HMNS resources, please contact the HMNS Curriculum team at curriculum@hmns.org.
We appreciate the vital work you do every day and are honored to be part of your students’ exploration of the ancient world. We hope you and your students enjoy your visit to the Hall of Ancient Egypt.
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Grade 3 TEKS
Social Studies
· 3.3(A) Describe similarities and differences in the physical environment, including climate, landforms, natural resources, and natural hazards.
· 3.3(B) Identify and compare how people in different communities adapt to or modify the physical environment in which they live.
· 3.14(A) Gather information, including historical and geographic data, using a variety of resources.
· 3.14(B) Interpret oral, visual, and print material by sequencing, categorizing, identifying the main idea, distinguishing between fact and opinion, identifying cause and effect, comparing, and contrasting.
· 3.14(F) Develop and communicate a claim and supporting evidence visually, orally, or in writing related to a social studies topic.
· 3.15(A) Use social studies terminology correctly.
· 3.15(B) Create and interpret timelines.
· 3.15(E) Create written and visual material such as stories, pictures, maps, and graphic organizers to express ideas.
· 3.16(B) Use problem-solving and decision-making processes to identify a problem, gather information, consider options, choose and implement a solution, and evaluate effectiveness.
[bookmark: elar]
ELAR
· 3.6(F) Make inferences and use evidence to support understanding.
· 3.7(C) Use text evidence to support an appropriate response.
· 3.13(C) Identify and gather relevant information from a variety of sources.
· [bookmark: mathematics]3.13(D) Identify primary and secondary sources.
Mathematics
· 3.1(B) Use a problem-solving model that incorporates analyzing given information, determining a solution, justifying the solution, and evaluating reasonableness.
· 3.4(K) Solve one-step and two-step problems involving multiplication and division within 100.
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[bookmark: social_studies_2]Social Studies
· 4.19(B) Analyze information by sequencing, categorizing, identifying cause-and-effect relationships, comparing, contrasting, finding the main idea, summarizing, making generalizations and predictions, and drawing inferences and conclusions.
· 4.19(D) Organize and interpret information in outlines, reports, databases, and visuals, including graphs, charts, timelines, and maps.
· 4.21(A) Use social studies terminology correctly.
· 4.21(B) Incorporate main and supporting ideas in verbal and written communication.
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· 4.6(F) Make inferences and use evidence to support understanding.
· 4.7(C) Use text evidence to support an appropriate response.
· 4.13(C) Identify and gather relevant information from a variety of sources.
· 4.13(D) Identify primary and secondary sources.
[bookmark: mathematics_2]Mathematics
· 4.1(B) Use a problem-solving model that incorporates analyzing given information, formulating a plan or strategy, determining a solution, justifying the solution, and evaluating the reasonableness of the solution.
· 4.4(H) Solve with fluency one- and two-step problems involving multiplication and division, including interpreting remainders.
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[bookmark: social_studies_3]Social Studies
· 5.24(B) Analyze information by sequencing, categorizing, identifying cause-and-effect relationships, comparing, contrasting, finding the main idea, summarizing, making generalizations and predictions, and drawing inferences and conclusions.
· 5.24(C) Organize and interpret information in outlines, reports, databases, and visuals, including graphs, charts, timelines, and maps.
· 5.25(A) Use social studies terminology correctly.
· 5.25(B) Incorporate main and supporting ideas in verbal and written communication.
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· 5.6(F) Make inferences and use evidence to support understanding.
· 5.7(C) Use text evidence to support an appropriate response.
· 5.13(C) Identify and gather relevant information from a variety of sources.
· 5.13(D) Understand credibility of primary and secondary sources.
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Mathematics
· 5.1(B) Use a problem-solving model that incorporates analyzing given information, formulating a plan or strategy, determining a solution, justifying the solution, and evaluating the reasonableness of the solution.
· 5.3(A) Estimate to determine solutions to mathematical and real-world problems involving addition, subtraction, multiplication, or division.















Hall of Ancient Egypt: Student Questions
Use this hunt as you explore the hall. Read each prompt, look closely at the objects and text panels, and write your answers on your own paper.

1. Egypt: Gift of the Nile – Entry Room
Find the timeline and the panel called “Egypt: Gift of the Nile.”
· Name two natural features or events that helped Egyptian civilization begin more than 5,000 years ago.
· In your own words, explain why the Nile’s yearly flooding was so important for people living along its banks.

2. Pillar Room – Changing Pillars
Walk into the Pillar Room and look closely at the tall pillars.
· Describe how the color and decoration on the pillars near the entrance compare to those farther down the hall.
· Give one reason real temple pillars might become worn or faded over hundreds of years.

3. Writing in Egypt – Hieroglyphic and Hieratic
Find the cases about scribes, writing tools, and scripts.
· Write a short definition of “hieroglyphic” script. Where was it usually used?
· Write a short definition of “hieratic” script. Why do you think Egyptians developed this style of writing?

4. Pharaoh: Lord of the Two Lands
Find the panel titled “Pharaoh: Lord of the Two Lands.”
· What did the word “pharaoh” mean or stand for in ancient Egypt?
· Name one way the job of a pharaoh is like the job of a modern national leader, and one way it is different.

5. Temples and Religion – Temple Hallway
In the first alcove on the right, read about temples.
· What was one main purpose of temples in ancient Egypt?
· Describe one way the pharaoh was connected to the temples or religious life of the people.

6. Shabti Figures – Helpers in the Afterlife
Go to the room with the case of shabti figures.
· What job were shabtis believed to do for a person in the afterlife?
· If there is one overseer shabti for every ten workers, about how many overseers would someone buried with 365 shabtis need? Show or explain your thinking.

7. Neskhons’ Coffin – Symbols and Meaning (Optional)
In the mummy alcove, find the coffin of Neskhons.
· Describe two symbols or shapes you see on the coffin.
· For one symbol, explain what you think it might represent (for example, protection, a god, or a journey).

8. Food for the Afterlife – Old Kingdom Room
Find the artifact labeled “case for a food offering.”
· Based on its shape, what kind of food do you think this container once held?
· What food would you choose to include in your own tomb for the afterlife, and why?


9. Treasures for the Afterlife – Middle & New Kingdom
Choose one object in these rooms that you would want to take into the afterlife.
· Name the object and explain why it would be important or useful to you.
· What does your choice say about what you value in your life today?

10. The Rosetta Stone – Final Room
Find the replica of the Rosetta Stone.
· Why was the Rosetta Stone such an important discovery for understanding ancient Egypt?
· Name the three types of writing carved on the stone.
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