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Dear Educator,
Thank you for downloading the free Hall of Ancient Egypt Student-Led Hunt for grades 6--8 at the Houston Museum of Natural Science. We are delighted that you have chosen to integrate this student-led investigation into your instructional plans and to use the world-renowned resources of HMNS as an extension of your classroom.
At HMNS, our mission is to provide exemplary educational experiences for all learners. By offering complimentary, fully editable, TEKS-aligned curriculum materials, HMNS supports rigorous learning while still giving students space to observe closely, ask questions, and share their ideas. This Student-Led Hunt is designed to help students think like historians and archaeologists as they explore geography, daily life, government, religion, art, writing, science, and the legacy of one of the world's foundational civilizations.
How to use this guide:
· Feel free to adapt, remove, or reorder questions to best fit your curriculum goals, time in the hall, and students' reading and readiness levels.
· Encourage students to work independently, in pairs, or in small groups as they move through the exhibit, using text panels, maps, reconstructions, and object labels as their main sources of information.
· Remind students to read carefully, look closely at artifacts and images, and use their own words when explaining what they notice and infer.
· Museum Visitor Services and Security staff are stationed throughout the halls and are happy to help you locate the Hall of Ancient Egypt or specific areas and objects mentioned in the hunt.
· For safety and a successful learning experience, please ensure that one adult chaperone accompanies every group of approximately ten students at all times.
For questions, please contact the HMNS Curriculum team at curriculum@hmns.org.
We appreciate the vital work educators do every day and are honored to be part of students' exploration of the ancient world. We hope you and your students enjoy your visit to the Hall of Ancient Egypt.
TEKS Alignment for Hall of Ancient Egypt: 6th-8th Grade
Grade 6 TEKS
Social Studies
· 6.2(B) Describe the social, political, economic, and cultural contributions of individuals and groups from various societies, past and present.
· 6.3(A) Identify and describe physical geographic patterns in the world such as river valleys, mountains, deserts, and climate zones.
· 6.3(B) Explain how geographic factors such as proximity to water and fertile soil influence the location and development of societies.
· 6.7(A) Compare institutions common to societies, including government, economic systems, education, and religious institutions.
· 6.14(A) Differentiate between, locate, and use valid primary and secondary sources such as artifacts, media, biographies, and reference materials to acquire information about world cultures.
· 6.14(B) Analyze information by sequencing, categorizing, identifying cause-and-effect relationships, comparing, contrasting, finding the main idea, summarizing, making generalizations and predictions, and drawing inferences and conclusions.
· 6.14(C) Organize and interpret information in visuals, including graphs, charts, timelines, maps, and diagrams.
· 6.14(E) Formulate and communicate visually, orally, or in writing a claim supported by evidence and reasoning related to a social studies topic.
· 6.15(A) Use social studies terminology correctly.
· 6.15(B) Incorporate main and supporting ideas in verbal and written communication based on knowledge and experience.
· 6.15(D) Create written and visual material such as journal entries, oral reports, and visual presentations to express ideas.
Mathematics
· 6.1(B) Use a problem-solving model that incorporates analyzing given information, formulating a plan or strategy, determining a solution, justifying the solution, and evaluating the reasonableness of the solution.
· 6.3(C) Apply proportional relationships to solve problems involving ratios, rates, and percent.
Grade 7 TEKS
Social Studies
· 7.20(A) Differentiate between, locate, and use valid primary and secondary sources such as media and news services, biographies, interviews, and artifacts to acquire information.
· 7.20(B) Analyze information by sequencing, categorizing, identifying cause-and-effect relationships, comparing, contrasting, finding the main idea, summarizing, making generalizations and predictions, and drawing inferences and conclusions.
· 7.22(A) Use social studies terminology correctly.
· 7.22(D) Create written, oral, and visual presentations of social studies information.
Science
· 7.3(C) Use evidence and logical reasoning to construct and evaluate explanations.
Mathematics
· 7.4(D) Solve problems involving proportional relationships, including percentages and scale factors.
Grade 8 TEKS
Social Studies
· 8.29(A) Differentiate between, locate, and use valid primary and secondary sources such as electronic technology, biographies, interviews, and artifacts to acquire information.
· 8.29(B) Analyze information by sequencing, categorizing, identifying cause-and-effect relationships, comparing, contrasting, finding the main idea, summarizing, making generalizations and predictions, and drawing inferences and conclusions.
· 8.29(E) Formulate and communicate visually, orally, or in writing a claim supported by evidence and reasoning related to a social studies topic.
· 8.30(D) Apply foundational language skills to engage in civil discourse about social studies topics, including those with multiple perspectives.
· 8.31(B) Use problem-solving and decision-making processes to identify a problem, gather information, consider options, choose and implement a solution, and evaluate effectiveness.
Science
· 8.3(B) Analyze, evaluate, and critique scientific explanations by using evidence, logical reasoning, and experimental and observational testing.
Art
· Art, Middle School I (2)(B) Analyze how elements of art and principles of design are used to communicate meaning in artworks from a variety of cultures.
· Art, Middle School I (3)(A) Compare and contrast artworks from various cultures and historical periods.
· Art, Middle School I (4)(A) Interpret, evaluate, and justify artistic decisions in artwork such as that in museums and galleries.



















Hall of Ancient Egypt: Student Questions
Use this as an independent guide or in small groups. Move in order from the entrance through the hall. For each stop, read the exhibit labels carefully, examine the objects, and respond in complete sentences on your own paper.

1. Entry Room – Egypt and the Nile
Find the timeline, the “Egypt: Gift of the Nile” panel, and the statues of Amenhotep II.
1. On which continent is Egypt located?
2. What is the name of the river that runs through Egypt?
3. Heavy seasonal rains in Ethiopia (south of Egypt) cause the Nile floodplain to overflow each year. What does this suggest about the direction the Nile flows? Explain your reasoning.

2. Pillar Room – Architecture, Status, and Time
Walk into the Pillar Room and look down the line of pillars.
1. As you move along the pathway, how do the pillars change in color and condition? Describe at least two differences between “newer” and “older” looking pillars.
2. Estimate what percentage of the pillars appear “brand new” versus worn. Show or explain how you made your estimate (for example, “4 out of 16 pillars ≈ 25%”).

3. Cosmetics – Science, Health, and Risk
On the right-hand wall, find the kohl pots and cosmetic containers.
1. Estimate the radius of the opening of one kohl pot (in centimeters) and use it to estimate the circumference using the formula . Show your work in words or numbers.
2. Why might it have been practical for these containers to have such small openings? Give one reason related to how they were used.
3. Some ancient eye makeup contained lead compounds that may have reduced bacterial infections but also posed health risks. Using what you know about lead today, write a short argument for or against the use of these cosmetics in ancient Egypt. Support your position with at least two points.

4. Writing and Scribes – Scripts as Technology
Find the cases about writing, scribes, and hieroglyphs.
1. Define “hieroglyph” based on the exhibit text: what kind of writing system is it, and what does it use as symbols?
2. What was the purpose of scribal schools in ancient Egypt, and what does that suggest about who had access to literacy?

5. Gods in the Home – Medicine and Belief
Locate the case of ancient Egyptian household gods.
1. According to the exhibit, what remedy might an ancient Egyptian have used for a stomachache?
2. Do you think this would have been an effective treatment by modern medical standards? Why or why not?
3. If you had a stomachache today, what steps would you take instead, and what does that show about how medical knowledge has changed?

6. Pharaoh: Lord of the Two Lands – Power and Government
At the far end of the Pillar Room, find the panel “Pharaoh: Lord of the Two Lands.”
1. List three core responsibilities of the pharaoh described in the panel.
2. What are the “two lands” the pharaoh ruled, and why are they named that way?
3. The pharaoh made laws in ancient Egypt. In the United States, which branch of government is responsible for making laws? Explain one similarity and one difference between these systems.


7. Temple Hallway – Temples and Materials
Enter the hallway modeled after an Egyptian temple and find the “Temples” panel (first alcove on the right).
1. What building materials did Egyptians use for temples, and why were these specific materials chosen?
2. How did these choices affect how long temples could survive compared with ordinary houses or markets?

8. Shabti Figures – Workforces in the Afterlife
In the larger room at the end of the hallway, locate the shabti figures.
1. What work were shabti figures believed to do for the deceased in the afterlife?
2. Some burials used a ratio of one overseer shabti for every ten worker shabtis. If a tomb contained 723 shabtis, how many overseer shabtis would be needed? Show your math or explain how you figured it out.

9. Neskhons’ Coffin – Reading Visual Information
In the mummy alcove, look at the coffin and lid of Neskhons.
1. Choose two hieroglyphs or symbols on the coffin and describe their shapes (for example, angles, curves, or geometric forms).
2. For one of the symbols you chose, suggest what it might represent or why it may have been important to include on a coffin. Use evidence from elsewhere in the hall if you can.

10. Old Kingdom Room – Geography and Food
Move into the Old Kingdom room and find the map panel and the “case for a food offering.”
1. On the map, is Lower Egypt located north or south of Upper Egypt, and why does this seem “backwards” at first?
2. Based on this, in which direction does the Nile River flow—north to south or south to north?
3. The “case for a food offering” once held mummified meat for the afterlife. Based on its shape, what kind of food do you think it contained? What food would you choose for your own tomb, and why?

11. Middle and New Kingdom Rooms – Objects as Evidence
Look around at objects people wanted to take into the afterlife.
1. Choose one artifact and explain why an ancient Egyptian might have wanted to bring this specific item into the afterlife.
2. Pick a different artifact and explain how it could serve as a clue for a modern archaeologist trying to understand daily life in ancient Egypt.

12. Coffin Room – Identity and Diversity
Enter the large room with several mummies and coffins.
1. Choose one coffin in this room. Describe at least two details you notice about its appearance (for example: colors, images, or symbols on the coffin). What might those details tell you about the person’s status, beliefs, or identity?
2. Choose a different coffin. Compare it to the first one:
· Describe one similarity between the two (such as materials, layout, or type of decoration).
· Describe one difference that might suggest a different time period, social status, or cultural influence. Explain your reasoning.

13. Final Room – The Rosetta Stone and Decoding
Find the replica of the Rosetta Stone.
1. List the three types of writing inscribed on the Rosetta Stone.
2. Explain how the Rosetta Stone helped scholars decode hieroglyphs. In your answer, describe why having the same text written in different scripts was so important.
Egypt Education at HMNS is generously supported by Apache Corporation.
Developed by theHoustonMuseumofnaturalscience. All rights reserved
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