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[bookmark: discovery_hunt_farish_hall_of_tex_4c741a]Discovery Hunt: Farish Hall of Texas Wildlife & Hamman Hall of Coastal Ecology - 3rd–5th Grade
[bookmark: dear_educator]Dear Educator
Thank you for downloading the free online curriculum for the Farish Hall of Texas Wildlife and Hamman Hall of Coastal Ecology at the Houston Museum of Natural Science. We are delighted that you have chosen to integrate this 3rd–5th grade discovery experience into your instructional plans and to use the Museum's world-renowned resources as an extension of your classroom.
At HMNS, the goal of these curriculum materials is to support rigorous, TEKS-aligned learning while still giving students space to observe closely, ask questions, compare evidence, and explain what they notice. This Discovery Hunt is designed to help upper elementary learners explore Texas habitats, animal adaptations, food chains, family behaviors, coastal ecosystems, and conservation through direct observation in the exhibit halls.
[bookmark: how_to_use_this_guide]How to use this guide
· Feel free to adapt, shorten, or reorder stops to best fit your curriculum goals, time in the halls, and students' readiness levels.
· Encourage students to work independently, with a partner, or in small groups while using exhibit labels, habitat scenes, and models as their main sources of information.
· Remind students to use their own words, record specific observations, and support their thinking with evidence from what they see.
· Museum Visitor Services and Security staff are stationed throughout the Museum and are happy to help you locate Farish Hall of Texas Wildlife and Hamman Hall of Coastal Ecology, or specific animals mentioned in the hunt.
· For safety and a successful learning experience, please ensure that one adult chaperone accompanies approximately every ten students at all times.
For questions, please contact the HMNS Curriculum team at curriculum@hmns.org.
We appreciate the important work educators do every day and are honored to be part of your students' exploration of Texas wildlife and coastal ecosystems. We hope you and your students enjoy your visit.
[bookmark: bm_3rd_5th_farish_hall_of_texas_w_a4446c]3rd–5th: Farish Hall of Texas Wildlife & Hamman Hall of Coastal Ecology — TEKS Overview
This 3rd–5th grade Discovery Hunt supports elementary Science TEKS by helping students build understanding of animal adaptations, habitats, biotic and abiotic factors, food chains, ecosystems, and human impacts on the environment. As students examine wildlife dioramas and coastal scenes, they compare habitats, analyze how body parts and behaviors help animals survive, and trace connections among plants, animals, and environmental conditions.
The hunt also supports the Scientific and Engineering Practices embedded in the elementary science standards. Students observe closely, classify, compare, identify patterns, ask questions, and explain how organisms interact with living and nonliving parts of ecosystems.
Across grades 3–5, this resource most strongly connects to TEKS strands involving:
· Organisms and environments — how animals survive, how habitats provide what organisms need, and how body structures support survival.
· Food chains and ecosystem interactions — how energy begins with the Sun and moves through plants and animals in ecosystems.
· Inheritance and behavior — how young animals resemble parents and how some behaviors are inherited or learned.
· Conservation and human impact — how people affect habitats and how wildlife and ecosystems can be protected.
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Discovery Hunt: 3rd–5th Grade — Student Sheets
Use this guide on your own or with a partner. Read labels carefully, look closely at each habitat scene, and answer on your own paper using complete sentences when you can.
[bookmark: bm_1_animal_adaptations_how_anima_4e9b94]1. Animal Adaptations: How Animals Survive
1. Choose one animal and record its name.
2. Describe one special body part or behavior you observe.
3. Explain how that adaptation helps the animal survive in its environment.
[bookmark: bm_2_texas_habitats_where_animals_live]2. Texas Habitats: Where Animals Live
1. Name one habitat and list three living things and three nonliving things you see there.
2. Explain how the animals use this habitat to find food, water, shelter, or protection.
3. Compare this habitat with one other habitat in the hall. How are they different?
[bookmark: bm_3_day_and_night_behaviors]3. Day and Night Behaviors
1. Name one animal that is active during the day and describe what it does.
2. Name one animal that is active at night and describe what it does.
3. Explain how being active at a certain time of day helps an animal survive.
[bookmark: bm_4_animal_body_parts_and_their_jobs]4. Animal Body Parts and Their Jobs
1. Find one animal and name one special body part you notice.
2. What job does this body part help the animal do?
3. Why is this body part important in the animal’s habitat?
[bookmark: bm_5_who_eats_what_food_chains]

5. Who Eats What: Food Chains
1. Record one plant, one plant-eating animal, and one meat-eating animal from a habitat display.
2. Draw arrows or describe the order to show who eats what.
3. Explain why plants and the Sun are important in every food chain.
[bookmark: bm_6_animal_families_parents_and_babies]6. Animal Families: Parents and Babies
1. Name one animal family you found.
2. How do the babies look like their parents?
3. How do the parents help protect, feed, or teach the young?
[bookmark: bm_7_protecting_texas_wildlife]7. Protecting Texas Wildlife
1. Name one Texas animal or habitat that needs protection.
2. Why does it need help?
3. What are people doing, or what can families do, to help protect it?
[bookmark: bm_8_texas_coast_adventure_hamman_7b8101]8. Texas Coast Adventure: Hamman Hall of Coastal Ecology
1. List three coastal habitats or features you see.
2. Choose one coastal animal and describe one body feature that helps it live near or in the water.
3. How is a coastal habitat different from one inland Texas habitat you observed earlier?
[bookmark: bm_9_coastal_connections]9. Coastal Connections
1. How do people use coastal waters?
2. Name two animals that depend on clean water.
3. What can people do to help keep coastal water clean?
[bookmark: bm_10_after_your_visit_putting_it_b861aa]10. After Your Visit: Putting It All Together
1. What was the most interesting animal you saw today, and why?
2. Choose one Texas habitat you learned about and list one way people affect it.
3. What is one thing people can do to protect that habitat?
[bookmark: science_words_to_know]Science Words to Know
· Adaptation: A special body part or behavior that helps an animal survive in its environment.
· Habitat: The natural home where an animal lives and finds what it needs to survive.
· Food chain: A path that shows who eats what in nature, starting with plants (The sun is at the beginning of all food chains).
· Predator: An animal that hunts and eats other animals.
· Prey: An animal that is hunted and eaten by another animal.
· Ecosystem: All the living and nonliving things in an area working together.
· Conservation: Protecting animals and their habitats so they can survive.
· Endangered: When there are only a few of one type of animal left and the species may disappear.
· Inherited trait: A characteristic passed from parents to offspring.
· Learned behavior: A behavior an animal acquires from experience or from other animals.
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