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Discovery Hunt: Farish Hall of Texas Wildlife & Hamman Hall of Coastal Ecology - Kindergarten–2nd Grade
Dear Educator
Thank you for downloading the free online curriculum for the Farish Hall of Texas Wildlife and Hamman Hall of Coastal Ecology at the Houston Museum of Natural Science. We are delighted that you have chosen to integrate this Kindergarten–2nd Grade discovery experience into your instructional plans and to use the Museum’s world-renowned resources as an extension of your classroom.
At HMNS, our goal is to support rigorous, TEKS-aligned learning while still giving young students space to explore, talk, move, and wonder. This Discovery Hunt is designed to help early elementary learners notice animal body parts, habitats, and simple food chains while building language to describe how living things survive and interact in Texas environments.
How to use this guide
· Feel free to adapt, shorten, or reorder stops to best fit your curriculum goals, time in the halls, and students’ attention spans.
· Encourage students to work with their chaperone while using dioramas, labels, and simple models as sources of information.
· Read the “Look for,” “Talk About,” and activity prompts aloud, and use the movement-based activities to keep students engaged through observation and play.
· Museum Visitor Services and Security staff are stationed throughout the halls and are happy to help you locate Farish Hall of Texas Wildlife, Hamman Hall of Coastal Ecology, or specific animals and scenes mentioned in the hunt.
· For safety and a successful learning experience, please ensure that one adult chaperone accompanies approximately every ten students at all times.
For questions, please contact the HMNS Curriculum team at curriculum@hmns.org.
We appreciate the important work educators do every day and are honored to be part of your students’ first explorations of Texas wildlife and coastal ecosystems. We hope you and your students enjoy your visit.

K–2: Farish Hall of Texas Wildlife & Hamman Hall of Coastal Ecology — TEKS Overview
This Kindergarten–2nd Grade Farish Hall of Texas Wildlife & Hamman Hall of Coastal Ecology Discovery Hunt supports primary Science TEKS by helping students build understanding of animal characteristics, basic needs, habitats, and simple food chains in familiar Texas and coastal environments. As students explore forest, grassland, desert, and coastal “neighborhoods,” they compare body parts, notice where animals live, and talk about how plants and animals depend on one another.
The hunt also supports the Scientific and Engineering Practices embedded in the primary science TEKS. Students ask questions, make observations, sort and compare animals, describe patterns (day vs. night, land vs. water), and communicate ideas through movement, drawing, and simple explanations.
Across Kindergarten, Grade 1, and Grade 2, this resource most strongly connects to TEKS strands involving:
· Organisms and environments – animal body parts and behaviors, basic needs (food, water, air, shelter), and how different habitats support different animals.
· Ecosystems and food chains – recognizing that plants, plant-eaters, and meat-eaters form simple food chains and that plants are an important starting point.
· Earth and space/landforms – noticing differences among Texas environments such as forests, grasslands, deserts, marshes, and coastal areas.
· Scientific observation and communication – observing carefully, classifying by visible traits, describing patterns, and sharing new ideas about animals and their homes.



Kindergarten–2nd Grade Discovery Hunt: Chaperone Guide
This guide helps young scientists explore animal homes, body parts, and how creatures work together in nature using short prompts, kid-friendly questions, and simple activities. Chaperones can use it to lead a talk-friendly tour through the Farish Hall of Texas Wildlife and Hamman Hall of Coastal Ecology.

Before We Start: Let’s Wonder!
Ask your group:
· What kinds of animals do you think live in Texas? (Animals with wings, fur, scales, or something else.)
· What do animals need to stay alive? (Food, water, air, and safe places to live.)
· How are ocean animals different from forest animals? (For example, fish have fins to swim, but squirrels have claws to climb.)

Farish Hall of Texas Wildlife
Animal Neighborhoods (Biomes)
Look for:
Different “neighborhoods” like forests (lots of trees), grasslands (wide open spaces), and deserts (places with few plants).
Talk About:
· Which neighborhood has the most trees?
· Can you find an animal with feathers? Why might it need them? (To fly or for protection.)
· If you were a forest animal, how would you move? (Hop like a rabbit, slither like a snake, creep like a bobcat.)
Activity – “Home Match”
Say the name of an animal you see and have students point to or walk (with you) toward the habitat where it belongs (for example, a duck near water, a lizard in the desert).

Special Body Parts (Adaptations)
Look for:
· Bird beaks (some pointy for pecking, others flat for scooping).
· Animal feet (webbed for swimming, claws for gripping or digging).
Talk About:
· Why do ducks have webbed feet? (To paddle in water, like flippers.)
· How do sharp teeth help a wolf? (To bite and eat meat.)
Activity – “Body Part Charades”
Invite students to act out how animals use special body parts: flap arms like wings, “peck” gently with a finger as a beak, or “chomp” with hands as teeth.

Daytime vs. Nighttime Animals
Look for:
· Nocturnal animals with big eyes for seeing in the dark (like owls).
· Daytime animals with bright colors (like butterflies).
Talk About:
· Why do some animals hide during the day? (To stay safe from predators.)
· What sounds might you hear at night where you live? (Owls hooting, crickets chirping, frogs croaking.)
Activity – “Sun & Moon Freeze”
When you say “sun,” students move like daytime animals (flutter, hop, run in place). When you say “moon,” they freeze in a pose like nighttime creatures.

Hamman Hall of Texas Coastal Ecology
Coastal Waters and Beach Homes
Look for:
· Marsh grasses (tall plants with roots in water or wet mud).
· Shells (hard coverings that protect animals, like crabs or oysters).
Talk About:
· Why do marsh grasses have long roots? (To hold tight in wet, muddy ground.)
· How do shells help animals? (They act like a portable house and shield.)
Activity – “Beach Detective”
Ask students to quietly count how many animals they can see that have shells and how many have fur, then share which kind they found more of.

Who Eats Whom? (Food Chains)
Look for:
· Plants that some animals eat.
· Smaller animals and bigger animals that might eat them.
Talk About:
· What happens if there are no plants? (Plant‑eaters have no food, and then meat‑eaters also lose food.)
Activity – “Food Chain Line-Up”
Choose four volunteers to stand in a line as plant → snail → bird → alligator. Have the group say the chain in order and briefly explain how each one needs the others.

Wrap-Up: Share What You Learned!
Ask your group:
· Which animal’s body parts surprised you the most, and why?
· What is one new idea you learned about animal homes or food chains?
Activity – “Draw or Act It Out!”
Back in class, invite students to draw or act out their favorite Texas or coastal animal and its home, and point to or label one special body part that helps it survive.
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