
ANNUAL REPORT
24

where 
curiosity 

takes flight



ANNUAL REPORT
24

where
curiosity

thrives



HMNS 2024 ANNUAL REPORT  1

Leadership 3

Cultivating Connections: 
Partnerships That Inspire

Exhibitions Collection Highlights28 30

20

8

4

Curating Curiosity: 
Engaging Minds Through Science

Celebrating a Scientific Legacy

President’s Letter 2

Supporters and Celebrations 32

“The mission of the Houston Museum of Natural Science 
shall be to  preserve and advance the general knowledge of 

natural science; to enhance in individuals the knowledge of 
and delight in natural science and related subjects; and to 

maintain and promote a museum of the first class.”

HMNS AT HERMANN PARK
5555 Hermann Park Dr.  
Houston, Texas 77030
713-639-4629

HMNS AT SUGAR LAND
13016 University Blvd. 
Sugar Land, Texas 77479
281-313-2277

GEORGE OBSERVATORY
21901 FM 762 Rd. 
Needville, Texas 77461
979-553-3400

HMNS.ORG



LEADERSHIP HMNS 2024 ANNUAL REPORT   3

OFFICERS

Randa Duncan Williams 
Chairman

William C. Montgomery 
Vice Chairman

Matthew J. Assiff 
Treasurer

Tim Cejka 
Secretary

Al Walker 
Immediate Past Chair

ELECTED TRUSTEES

Matthew J. Assiff

Tim Cejka

Neil W. Duffin

Douglas C. Elliott

Jeff B. Gustavson

Randall B. Hale

Marie Fondren Hall

Anne Hamman Brollier

Tracey Henderson

Maynard Holt

Michael Holthouse

Sippi K. Khurana, M.D.

Joella Mach

Sean M. Maher

Derrick Mitchell

Michael K. Mithoff

David A. Pustka

Jason Sabat

Thomas E. Smith

Christopher G. Stavros

Lias J. Steen

Samuel E. Stubbs

Garry Tanner

Al Walker

Kelli Ann Weinzierl

Harry P. Weitzel

John P. Wilkirson

David W. Williams

Jack P. Williams, Jr.

James Wu

TRUSTEES EMERITI

F. Fox Benton III

Brady F. Carruth

Ernest H. Cockrell

Carolyn Davis

George R. Farris

Jason L. Fertitta

Alfred C. Glassell, III

Peter D. Huddleston

John W. Johnson

T. Mark Kelly

Truett Latimer

George Lindahl III

William C. Montgomery

Laurie N. Morian

S. Reed Morian

Carroll R. Ray

George W. Strake, III

Rusty Walter III

James D. Weaver

Eugene Werlin, Jr.

William M. Wheless, III

Randa Duncan Williams

Jeanie Kilroy Wilson

EX-OFFICIO

Joel A. Bartsch 
HMNS President and CEO

Larry D. Scott 
HMNS Guild President

Board of Trustees

President’s Letter

2024 was a big year for HMNS. We celebrated the 30th 
anniversary of the Cockrell Butterfly Center, our enchanted 
rainforest that’s been fluttering hearts for three decades now. 
We also hit an all-time high in membership, proving that more 
and more people are finding joy, inspiration, and a sense of 
community under our roof. And let’s hear it for our Museum 
Volunteers—truly the MVPs—who bring the Museum to life every 
single day with their time, energy, and passion for science.

We didn’t only reflect on the past in 2024—we built for the 
future, too. We opened The Welch Hall: Matter & Motion, 
presented by the Ting Tsung and Wei Fong Chao Foundation. 
It’s a bold, bright, and hands-on educational space that turns 
chemistry and physics into an interactive playground. During 
April’s total solar eclipse, our partnership with Buc-ee’s® 
turned Texas into one big science classroom, offering all Texas 
students a front-row seat to celestial wonders. And in our 
Morian Hall of Paleontology, new Touch & Learn panels continue 
to make the Museum more accessible.

As always, science education remains our primary mission. 
The Aramco iExplore Program continues to keep young 
minds buzzing with excitement, and the first phase of our 
new Moran Education Center gives us a solid foundation for 
even more discovery. Through community favorites like the 
Glasscock Outreach Program, H-E-B Texas Recycles Day, or 
Free Admission Day, brought to you by CITGO Petroleum 
Corporation and Houston Safe & Lock, we keep the science 
coming—for everyone.

All of this incredible momentum? It’s thanks to you. Your 
support fuels everything we do—every exhibit, every student 
visit, every lightbulb moment. You make this Museum what it 
is. So, from all of us at HMNS, thank you for being part of the 
journey in 2024. We can’t wait to see where we’ll go next.

With gratitude and wonder, 
Joel A. Bartsch

HMNS President and CEO

Science has an astonishing way of bringing people together—whether you’re 8 or 80, 
whether you love bugs, black holes, or both. At the Houston Museum of Natural Science, 
we’re all about creating those “wow” moments that spark curiosity, connect us with 
nature, and make learning an adventure.
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Museum by the Numbers

TOTAL MUSEUM ATTENDANCE

COCKRELL BUTTERFLY 
CENTER VISITORS

SPECIAL EXHIBITION 
VISITORS

BIRTHDAY PARTIES HERMANN PARK ATTENDANCE WORTHAM GIANT SCREEN 
THEATRE ADMISSIONS

SUGAR LAND ATTENDANCE

268,716268,716 273,669273,669

1,678,0071,678,007

361361 1,593,7281,593,728

76,10276,102

94,72194,721

FREE TUESDAY 
ADMISSIONS

73,58173,581

GEORGE OBSERVATORY 
ATTENDANCE

8,1178,117

BURKE BAKER PL ANETARIUM 
ADMISSIONS

165,727165,727
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30 Years of Wonder 
THE COCKRELL BUT TERFLY CENTER 

In 2024, HMNS proudly celebrated the 30th anniversary 
of the Cockrell Butterfly Center, a living symbol of our 
mission to inspire curiosity, connect people to nature, and 
bring science to life. Since its opening in 1994, the Cockrell 
Butterfly Center has become one of the Museum’s most 
iconic and beloved destinations, welcoming millions of 
visitors into its vibrant world of tropical plants and 
free-flying butterflies.

What began as a visionary project, made possible through 
generous philanthropic support, led by Janet and Ernie H. 
Cockrell, has flourished into a cornerstone of science 
education and environmental awareness. Each year, 
families, students, and educators explore the marvels 
of entomology, ecosystems, and conservation through 
unforgettable, immersive experiences.

As we celebrate three decades, we thank the donors and 
partners who helped bring this vision to life and continue 
to sustain it. Your support ensures that the Cockrell 
Butterfly Center remains a place of wonder, learning, and 
transformation for generations to come.

Chuck teaches us to 
slow down, look closely, 

and “take the time.”  
As he reminds hurried 

guests, especially school 
groups: “You’ve gotta 
stop and, as they say, 

smell the roses.”

Much has changed in the more than 25 years that 
Chuck Asaud has volunteered at HMNS, but not his 
feelings. The Cockrell Butterfly Center (CBC) is still, 
in his words, “the place to be.”

It all started with Eleanor. “All because of her,” 
Chuck says with a smile. His late wife first brought 
him to HMNS, and what began as a shared outing 
soon became a lifelong calling. “Those little ol’ winged 
things” captured both his heart and mind—and 
never let go.

Chuck, a retired scientist, brings wonder and 
wisdom to every interaction, whether he’s speaking 
with school kids passing through or chatting with 
international visitors. “You get a front row seat to the 
entire life cycle,” he explains. “It’s so special. People 
just light up.” For him, the CBC is more than a place to 
volunteer: “That is my refuge.”

In the early mornings before his volunteer shift 
begins, Chuck savors the quiet. “I’m meditating 
here,” he says of those peaceful hours. He finds a 
deep sense of connection—to the butterflies, the 
visitors, and the meaning he sees in their delicate 
presence. “Butterflies were here before 
the dinosaurs,” he says. “That blew my mind.”

His favorite, the Blue Morpho, shimmers with both 
scientific beauty and metaphorical meaning. Chuck 
often reflects on the butterfly as a symbol of rebirth, 
transformation, and love. “I hope I am giving love and 
feeling. It’s something out of love. Sharing love—that’s 
the meaning of life.”

When asked how to get a butterfly to land on you, 
Chuck offers this:

Be quiet. Be still. Wait.

“And don’t go after them,” he adds with a knowing grin.

Volunteer Spotlight 
CHUCK ASAUD — FINDING JOY IN “THOSE LIT TLE OL’  WINGED THINGS”

We are saddened to share that Chuck passed away during the production of this report. We honor Chuck and Eleanor’s 
memory and celebrate the lasting impact of their generosity and spirit at HMNS.

Photo courtesy of Manuel Arciniega. 
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356
SENSORY FRIENDLY ATTENDEES 

SUGAR LAND1,057
SCHOOL-YEAR

SCOUTS

1,391
SUMMER
SCOUTS

Educational Stats

423,234

70,069
OUTREACH
ATTENDEES

618
OUTREACH
PROGRAMS

24,638
SCIENCE LAB
ATTENDEES

299
BADGES ON

DEMAND

1,681
UNIQUE ORGANIZATIONS

SERVED

2,771
SENSORY FRIENDLY ATTENDEES 

HERMANN PARK

TOTAL STUDENTS REACHED

1,353
EDUCATORS 

TRAINED

4,606
SUMMER

CAMPERS

1,989
GIRLS EXPLORING

MATH & SCIENCE (GEMS)

293,324
FIELD TRIP
ATTENDEES

3,500
FIELD TRIPS

BOOKED

1,245
SCIENCE LABS

BOOKED



CURATING CURIOSITY: ENGAGING MINDS THROUGH SCIENCE HMNS 2024 ANNUAL REPORT    11

Museum by the Numbers

Powering 
Discovery Together 
BUC-EES® TOTALIT Y OVER TEX AS

Thanks to the instrumental support of Buc-ee’s®, HMNS distributed a 
whopping one million solar eclipse viewers to 8,799 public schools across 
Texas in advance of the Total Solar Eclipse on April 8, 2024. Each pair of 
viewers came with safety viewing instructions and an educators’ curriculum 
guide, empowering teachers to bring real-time astronomy into their 
classrooms. This large-scale effort ensured that thousands of students—
from bustling urban centers to small rural districts—had the rare and safe 
opportunity to witness a spectacular celestial event while deepening their 
understanding of the science behind it.

Beyond the classroom, HMNS brought the eclipse experience to life with 
special viewing events at both the Hermann Park and Sugar Land locations, 
led by the Museum’s Astronomy Team. The Museum also offered guided 
travel experiences to Central Texas, giving participants front-row access to 
the path of totality. At each event, guests of all ages gathered to safely view 
the eclipse, take part in hands-on science activities, and explore the wonders 
of astronomy in real time.

Strategic partnerships like this exemplify HMNS’s mission to make science 
accessible, exciting, and memorable for all. By working with trusted 
community partners, we are able to bring science education to life for 
thousands of students and families across Texas—both inside and far beyond 
its exhibit halls.
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Accessibility Initiatives 
TOUCH & LEARN PANELS IN  
THE MORIAN HALL OF PALEONTOLOGY

As part of its ongoing commitment to accessibility and inclusion, HMNS 
introduced new Touch & Learn panels in the Morian Hall of Paleontology—
interactive tools designed to enhance the Museum experience for blind and  
low-vision guests.

Each summer, HMNS partners with Texas Workforce Solutions and Vocational 
Rehabilitation Services to connect teens with disabilities to real-world work 
experiences. This year’s group worked closely with Museum staff to identify 
objects throughout the halls that could be translated into tactile experiences.

The first panel features a T. rex wishbone and includes braille descriptions 
as well as audio recordings in both English and Spanish. This thoughtful 
addition allows guests to engage with paleontology in a new, multisensory 
way. Additional panels are currently in development, marking an exciting step 
forward in making the Museum’s rich scientific content accessible to all visitors.

Curriculum 
Highlight 
ARAMCO iEXPLORE PROGRAM

Empowering the next generation of environmental 
stewards, the Aramco iExplore Program offers fifth-
grade students a dynamic, TEKS-aligned field trip 
experience that brings science to life in the Museum’s 
exhibit halls. Made possible through the generous 
support of Aramco, this engaging program and its 
free curriculum have inspired curiosity and supported 
classroom learning since its launch in 2013.

In 2024, approximately 2,000 students participated 
in Aramco iExplore, gaining a stronger understanding 
of ecological concepts and showing measurable 
improvement in biodiversity-related STAAR 
areas. Students explored biodiversity and ecology 
firsthand through immersive exhibits—including the 
Cockrell Butterfly Center—and engaging live animal 
presentations. A complimentary curriculum guide 
reinforces learning before, during, and after the visit, 
directly supporting science objectives.

Aramco’s investment in hands-on science education 
helps ensure students from across the region have 
access to high-impact STEM learning opportunities, 
sparking curiosity and a lasting appreciation for 
the natural world.
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Laying the 
Groundwork for 
Lifelong Learning 
OPENING OF THE MORAN EDUCATION CENTER-PHASE I

In 2024, HMNS completed Phase I of the Education Campaign, a major step 
toward transforming the Museum’s 72,370-square-foot Lower Level into the state-
of-the-art Moran Education Center. Once a network of blank beige hallways, the 
space is now a vibrant, immersive environment designed to spark curiosity and 
deepen learning for the more than 500,000 students, teachers, and families who 
pass through each year.

Colorful murals now line the walls, floors, and ceilings—depicting natural biomes, 
indigenous plants and animals, ecosystems, and other curriculum-based science 
concepts. These dynamic visuals serve both as educational tools and wayfinding 
guides, turning the entire Lower Level into a cohesive and engaging learning space.

The transformation has been met with enthusiasm from educators and parents 
alike. Students linger to explore, interact, and learn—turning a once-transitional 
space into a destination.

Looking ahead, Phase II, slated for completion in 2028, will establish a first-in-
class Early Childhood Learning Center. This dedicated space will serve children 
ages 2–6 and provide a welcoming environment for sensory-sensitive visitors—
audiences not currently reached by existing programming.

The Education Campaign represents more than a renovation. It reflects HMNS’s 
long-term commitment to serving learners of all ages and abilities with spaces  
that inspire, inform, and adapt to the needs of the community.

THE FOLLOWING 
DONORS HAVE MADE 

THIS WORK POSSIBLE

THE W.T.  AND LOUISE J. 
MORAN FOUNDATION 

THE BENTON FAMILY FOUNDATION 

THE MELBERN G. AND SUSANNE M. 
GL ASSCOCK FOUNDATION 

KINDER MORGAN 
FOUNDATION 

THE JOHN M. O’QUINN 
FOUNDATION 

CFP FOUNDATION 

OCCIDENTAL

CENTERPOINT ENERGY 
FOUNDATION

MR. BILL FRISON 

SUSAN VAUGHAN FOUNDATION

“I am blown away 
with the new Lower Level! 
It makes me want to show 
up early for camp drop-off 

and pick-up so I can explore 
with my kids.”  

–SUMMER CAMP 
PARENT
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Matter & Motion 
A BOLD NEW ERA OF SCIENCE AT HMNS

The Welch Hall: Matter & Motion, presented by the Ting 
Tsung and Wei Fong Chao Foundation, stands as one of 
the most transformative additions in the history of HMNS.
Spanning nearly 16,000 square feet, this innovative hall 
invites visitors to explore the dynamic forces that shape our 
universe—chemistry and physics—and their profound role in 
daily life.

Designed with accessibility and engagement in mind, the 
exhibit features 10 immersive galleries that break down 
complex scientific concepts into learning experiences 
that are fun, interactive, and deeply relevant. Whether 
through hands-on models, bold graphics, or real-time 
experiments, Matter & Motion transforms abstract science 
into meaningful, memorable discovery.

Each section of Matter & Motion contributes to a larger 
story—how science touches everything, from the makeup 
of the human body to the infrastructure of a city. Guests 
begin with the Houston Connection, grounding the exhibit 
in local industry and innovation. From there, they move 
through topics like Quarks to Quasars, It’s Elementary!, 
and Biochemistry: The Matter of Life, gaining a broad but 
accessible understanding of the natural world.

Other highlights include Basic Physics: Matter in Motion, 
Crafting Matter: Nano to Mega, and Astrophysics: Go Big!, 
each showcasing science at different scales, and the impact 
of physics and chemistry in technology, engineering, and 
even outer space. The Alchemy Hall offers historical context, 
while the Frontiers of Science gallery looks ahead, exploring 
emerging research and cutting-edge breakthroughs.
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This connection between big ideas and local relevance 
is what sets Matter & Motion apart. By tying science 
to the industries and innovations that define Houston, 
the hall gives visitors a powerful sense of place and 
a deeper appreciation for how science affects the 
world around them.

Since its debut in March 2024, Matter & Motion has 
become a centerpiece of the HMNS experience. In 
its first year alone, the hall welcomed 1,062,630 
visitors, making it one of the most visited exhibit 
spaces in the Museum. More than 75,000 member 
households accessed the hall free of charge, returning 
again and again to explore its engaging content.

A dedicated team of 159 volunteer docents 
were trained as subject experts and led 47 guided 
tours for more than 2,000 guests, extending the 
learning through dialogue, questions, and live 
demonstrations. One of the most popular features is 
the Shell Demonstration Lab, where science comes 
alive through real-time experiments that wow guests 
and deepen understanding.

With its central location on the Museum’s main 
floor, Matter & Motion is more than an exhibit—it’s 
a starting point for exploration. It reflects HMNS’s 
mission to spark curiosity, celebrate discovery, and 
connect people to the science that shapes their lives.

GENEROUS SUPPORTERS 

TING TSUNG AND WEI FONG CHAO 
    FOUNDATION

CHEVRON 

WESTLAKE CORPORATION

THE BROWN FOUNDATION, INC.

BOBBIE NAU 

SHELL USA , INC.

ALBERT AND ETHEL HERZSTEIN 
    CHARITABLE FOUNDATION

THE GORDON A . CAIN 
    FOUNDATION 

HMW ENTERTAINMENT

OXY

THE WELCH FOUNDATION
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Q&A with Neal Desai, Exhibits Director
WHAT WAS YOUR ROLE IN 
DEVELOPING MATTER & MOTION? 

My team and I were responsible for developing all the 
digital media, animations, and interactive elements 
throughout Matter & Motion. This encompassed 
everything from the animated atoms sculpture at the 
entrance to the complex interactive elements like the 
periodic table interactive floor.

We designed each interactive with multiple engagement 
levels to appeal to different learning styles and age groups. 
Our goal was to create “information layering” where casual 
visitors could enjoy the visual spectacle and hands-on 
engagement, while more curious visitors could dive deeper 
into the scientific concepts.

WHY ARE INTERACTIVE 
EXPERIENCES IMPORTANT IN 
A SCIENCE MUSEUM SETTING, 
ESPECIALLY FOR YOUNG LEARNERS? 

Interactivity transforms complex concepts into memorable 
experiences, particularly for young learners who absorb 
knowledge best through play and hands-on exploration. 
It shifts science from something you read or watch into 
something you do and discover, building lasting connections 
and deeper understanding.

DID YOU TEST THE INTERACTIVES 
WITH KIDS BEFORE INSTALLATION? 
WHAT WAS THAT LIKE?

Testing with our target audience was absolutely essential 
and often the most illuminating part of our development 
process. We conducted several rounds of prototype testing 
with children and families, using everything from simple 
cardboard mockups to functioning digital prototypes.

Their feedback fundamentally changed our approach. We 
realized we needed to make the exhibit more exploratory 
and less guided.

WHAT DO YOU HOPE VISITORS TAKE 
AWAY FROM THEIR EXPERIENCE 
WITH THE INTERACTIVES?

Beyond specific scientific facts, I hope visitors leave with a 
transformed relationship with science itself. Many people 
enter science museums with the belief that chemistry and 
physics are abstract, difficult subjects accessible only to 
specialists. If our interactives are successful, visitors leave 
understanding that these disciplines are actually powerful 
lenses for understanding the everyday world around them.

CAN YOU DESCRIBE THE CREATIVE 
PROCESS BEHIND DESIGNING ONE 
OF THE INTERACTIVES IN MATTER 
& MOTION? 

The “Quarks to Quasars” experience is a great example 
of our creative process. We started with an intimidating 
challenge: how do we help visitors comprehend the almost 
unimaginable scale of our universe, from subatomic 
particles to galactic structures?

We began with extensive research, consulting with 
physicists and science educators to identify the 
key concepts that would give visitors a meaningful 
understanding of scale. Then came the conceptual 
development—we envisioned a wrap-around, floor-to-
ceiling projection that would create an immersive journey.

The technical development was particularly complex. We 
needed to create animations that accurately represented 
scale while remaining visually engaging. We developed 
a series of scenes that allowed visitors to control the pace 
of their journey, starting with subatomic particles and 
zooming out through atoms, cells, humans, planets, and 
finally to the scale of galaxies and the cosmos.

Testing was crucial. We initially found that visitors 
were overwhelmed by the information, so we refined 
the experience to include pause points with focused 
information about key transitions in scale. 

The result is an exhibit that consistently engages visitors 
and prompts discussions about our place in the universe—
exactly the kind of engaged learning we aimed to create.

Ultimately, I hope 
visitors take away 

the understanding that 
science isn’t a static body of 
knowledge, but a dynamic, 

ongoing process of discovery.  
–NEAL DESAI 
Exhibits Director
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Middle School Minds 
Meet Big Science 
THE GLASSCOCK OUTREACH PROGRAM

In 2024, HMNS expanded the reach of the Glasscock Outreach 
Program, delivering dynamic science programming to 2,497 
students at 25 organizations across the Greater Houston area. 
Designed to engage middle school students—a critical stage 
of development—the Program brings the wonders of natural 
science directly to after-school sites that serve children who 
may never have visited the Museum District.

The curriculum offers a range of flexible, interactive 
presentations, including topics like Dinosaur Discovery, 
Leonardo da Vinci’s Innovations, Our Place in Space, and the 
engineering marvels of Siege Machines. Each lesson is designed 
to excite curiosity, reinforce STEM objectives taught in the 
classroom, and inspire a deeper interest in the natural world.
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119 
BOTTLES 
- 
5.8LBS 
Sunday, Nov. 17

50 
BOTTLES 
- 
2LBS 
Friday, Nov. 15

68 
BOTTLES 
- 
2.7LBS 
Saturday, Nov. 16

TOTAL BOTTLES RECYCLED 237 -  10.5LBS

137 VOUCHERS 
Friday, Nov. 15

342 VOUCHERS 
Sunday, Nov. 17

120 VOUCHERS 
Saturday, Nov. 16

CBC VOUCHERS REDEEMED	 TOTAL REDEEMED: 599

203 
Friday, Nov. 15

57 
Saturday, Nov. 16

198 
Sunday, Nov. 17

TOTAL 
BAGS

RECYCLED
458

Free to Wonder  
FREE ADMISSION DAY PRESENTED BY 
CITGO PETROLEUM CORPORATION AND HOUSTON SAFE & LOCK

On August 20, 2024, all Museum guests enjoyed complimentary admission to HMNS’s 16 
permanent exhibit halls, such as the Laurie and Reed Morian Cabinet of Curiosities, as well as 
special discounts to featured exhibitions and venues.

This initiative reflects HMNS’s deep commitment to accessibility and inclusion. By removing 
financial barriers, Free Admission Day opens the doors of scientific discovery to those who might 
not otherwise have the opportunity to explore the Museum. For many, it is a first-time visit, 
sparking curiosity, inspiring future learning, and fostering a lifelong connection to science.

Strategic partnerships are vital to making these efforts possible. With the generous support of 
CITGO Petroleum Corporation and Houston Safe & Lock, HMNS welcomed 5,101 visitors on this 
special day. These collaborations not only expand the Museum’s reach but also demonstrate a 
shared investment in education, equity, and community enrichment—reinforcing the Museum’s 
mission to serve all members of the community.

2024 Texas Recycles Day Numbers  

H-E-B Texas 
Recycles Day
RECYCLING IN ACTION: H-E-B AND HMNS 
PARTNER FOR CHANGE 

In November, H-E-B and HMNS partnered to celebrate Texas Recycles 
Day and engage the Houston community on the environmental 
benefits of recycling.

As part of the initiative, visitors were encouraged to bring plastic 
single-use bags and bottles to HMNS in exchange for free admission 
vouchers to the Cockrell Butterfly Center. 

The event was a tremendous success, with 599 participants 
collectively contributing 237 plastic bottles and 458 plastic 
bags for recycling!



CULTIVATING CONNECTIONS: PARTNERSHIPS THAT INSPIRE HMNS 2024 ANNUAL REPORT    25

Partnership in Action  
HMNS SUGAR LAND AND THE CITY OF SUGAR LAND 
UTILITIES DEPARTMENT

The partnership between HMNS at Sugar Land and the City of Sugar Land 
Utilities Department is a proud example of how strategic collaboration can 
inspire meaningful community impact. Each year, the City sponsors a special 
exhibit at HMNS Sugar Land focused on vital topics like water conservation 
and extreme weather, issues of critical importance to the region.

In 2024, the exhibit Ocean Bound! continued this tradition, inviting visitors of 
all ages to explore from where their water comes, why conservation matters, 
and how everyday actions can create lasting environmental change. Through 
hands-on stations and interactive learning, families left inspired to think 
more deeply about their connection to natural resources.

For the City of Sugar Land, partnering with HMNS at Sugar Land furthers their 
commitment to public education, sustainability, and community engagement. 
It also strengthens the Museum’s role as a source of local pride, a place 
where Sugar Land’s young scientists, future engineers, and lifelong learners 
can discover, explore, and grow.

HMNS Sugar Land is proud to serve as a cultural anchor in the region, and this 
partnership highlights the shared values that unite the Museum and the City: 
education, stewardship, and civic pride. Together, we are empowering the 
next generation to make smart choices that shape a stronger future for 
Sugar Land and beyond.

Volunteers 
Powered by the 
Stars
Since 1986, HMNS and the Fort Bend Astronomy Club 
(FBAC) have shared a bold vision: to spark wonder and 
discovery through astronomy outreach. What began as 
weekly Halley’s Comet viewings at Brazos Bend State Park 
led to the creation of the George Observatory, where FBAC 
members have volunteered since day one, operating the East 
Dome telescope and inspiring visitors of all ages. 

In 2024, this enduring partnership reached new heights 
with FBAC’s investment in major upgrades to the East Dome 
telescope and equipment. Together, HMNS and FBAC are 
expanding access to the cosmos, one stargazing moment 
at a time. Through shared expertise and passion, HMNS 
and FBAC continue to create extraordinary opportunities 
for the public to experience astronomy firsthand—building 
connections to science that last a lifetime.
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Sharing Culture, 
Celebrating 
Community
In honor of Native American Heritage Month in November, 
HMNS partnered with the Alabama-Coushatta Tribe of Texas 
to present a daylong celebration of culture, tradition, and 
storytelling. Visitors experienced the power of drumbeats, 
vibrant dances, and live demonstrations by skilled artisans. 
Each performance reflected the enduring strength and 
continuity of Indigenous traditions. Visitors also explored the 
John P. McGovern Hall of the Americas to discover a wide-
ranging narrative of Native innovation from 10,000-year-
old hunting tools to modern-day art and design. The event 
created space for meaningful connection with the histories 
and ongoing contributions of Native communities.

Museum Store
Houston artists Ruben and Tristan have turned their passion for insects into 
“Bug in the Box,” a business that artfully preserves and showcases insects. 
Their creations grace homes, museums, and galleries, blending the beauty 
of nature with artistic design. Ruben attended University of Houston for 
graphic design and uses his artistic background to enhance the presentation 
of insects. His Houston upbringing and Mexican heritage influence his 
sophisticated approach, making each display a blend of art and nature, 
often encased within art itself as a multi-dimensional aesthetic display.

For a full selection of pieces from Bug in the Box, please visit 
the Museum Store.
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2024 Exhibitions Axiom Space Station
MAY 3–SEPTEMBER 15,  2024 
Cullen Grand Hall

Trains Over Texas
NOVEMBER 22,  2024– 
JANUARY 12,  2025 
Cullen Grand Hall

American Antique 
Glass Masterpieces
AUGUST 1–18, 2024 
Hamill Gallery

Sharks! The Meg, 
The Monsters & the 
Myths
MAY 26, 2023 
–MARCH 16, 2025 
Lower Level

The Welch Hall: Matter & Motion 
presented by the Ting Tsung and 
Wei Fong Chao Foundation
OPENED MARCH 9,  2024 
Main Level

King Tut’s 
Tomb Discovery 
Experience
OCTOBER 28,  2022 
–CURRENT 
Dan L Duncan Family Wing

Moon by Luke Jerram
MARCH 22–APRIL 9,  2024 
Cullen Grand Hall

Select Highlights from the David 
P. Wilbur and Anthony Gugliotti 
Barber Bottle Collections
AUGUST 1–5, 2024 
Brown Gallery

ON-GOING EXHIBITS 

NEW EXHIBITS 2024

Everyday Fabergé
AUGUST 4,  2023 
–JULY 7,  2024 
McFerrin Gallery in Brown Hall

Death By Natural Causes
JUNE 28,  2024–ONGOING  
Dan L Duncan Family Wing

Gaia, Earth by 
Luke Jerram
APRIL 12–28, 2024 
Cullen Grand Hall

Water’s Extreme 
Journey
JANUARY 26 
–MAY 12,  2024 
HMNS at Sugar Land

Views: Inside-Outside 
The Works of Manual Arciniega 
and Brian Zievert
APRIL 1–JULY 7,  2024 
Hamill Gallery

Fabergé Eggs and 
Timeless Treasures
SEPTEMBER 27,  2024 
–SEPTEMBER 2026  
McFerrin Gallery in Brown Hall

Mystery of the Mayan Medallion
MAY 24–SEPTEMBER 2,  2024 
HMNS at Sugar Land
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2024 Collections Highlights 

Angelo State University

Bat-World Mid-Cities

Cody Bartlett

Dan Brooks

Lucy Clampit

Randall Cook

John Danielson

Jack Eitniear

Forrest Hoglund

Benson Harer

Houston Audubon

Houston Zoo

Panus Karpidas

Adam Mekler

Tim McSweeney

Marcia Rhodes

San Diego Zoo

Dana Simon

David Temple

USFWS

Webb

William Wheless

Egyptology
This remarkable pair of larger-than-life sized eyes—each measuring 5½ inches wide—is crafted from white stone 
(alabaster or limestone, pending analysis) and obsidian, set within copper-alloy frames. From their size, materials, 
and form, they can be identified as inlays from the exterior of a rectangular coffin dating to Egypt’s Middle Kingdom.

During this period, coffins were often adorned with pairs of inlaid eyes on one side, allowing the deceased to 
symbolically gaze out toward the rising sun and the world beyond. The scale and quality of this pair suggest they 
once belonged to an exceptionally fine and luxurious coffin.

These striking inlays make a notable addition to the Hall of Ancient Egypt’s funerary display. HMNS currently 
exhibits a smaller Middle Kingdom coffin on loan, decorated with painted eyes; by contrast, this new acquisition 
demonstrates the extraordinary craftsmanship and material sophistication of higher-status burials. The use of 
Egyptian white stone, copper alloy derived from Sinai ores, and obsidian sourced from Abyssinia highlights the 
far-reaching trade networks and technical ingenuity of ancient Egyptian artisans.

Pair of 
Sarcophagus Eyes
Middle Kingdom Egypt

Alabaster, black obsidian in copper 
alloy frames

MUSEUM PURCHASE

2024.10

Anthropology
Artist and skateboarder Di’Orr Greenwood brings her Navajo heritage to life through vibrant, contemporary design. 
At first glance, her work may appear simple, but each detail carries deep cultural meaning and reflects the wisdom 
and traditions of her community.

In these two pairs of custom skateboarding shoes, Greenwood incorporates Indigenous symbolism to affirm the 
continued presence and resilience of her people. The insoles represent her homeland, while every motif on the 
shoes holds special significance—together declaring, “We are still here.”

This message resonates strongly within the John P. McGovern Hall of the Americas, where Greenwood’s work 
bridges past and present. A future installation will feature her new skateboard designs and biographical highlights, 
further underscoring the vitality of Indigenous creativity and identity today.

Two Pairs of 
Skateboard Sneakers

Di’Orr Greenwood, Diné

GIFT OF JOHN DANIELSON

2024.29

112
ARTIFACTS

73
SALVAGES

111
SPECIMENS

MADE POSSIBLE, 
IN LARGE PART, 
BY GENEROUS 
GIFTS FROM THE 
FOLLOWING DONORS

IN 2024, HMNS ACQUIRED A TOTAL OF:
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Critter Crawl: 
It’s Magic!
Critter Crawl: It’s Magic, presented by Frost Bank, was a 
spellbinding day of science, surprises, and serious fun! 
Chaired by Julia Morales Clark and Matt Clark, Adrienne 
and Jared Crane, and Krystal and Garrett Thompson, this 
extraordinary event gave families exclusive access to Sharks! 
The Meg, The Monsters & The Myths and a sneak peek at the 
all-new Matter & Motion Hall. From witnessing the magic of 
metamorphosis to getting hands-on with creepy crawlers at 
the insect petting zoo, and even daring to taste a tempura 
scorpion, every corner of the Museum held a new wonder. 
Kids uncovered glowing fossils and minerals, created arts 
and crafts, and enjoyed a special movie screening in the 
Wortham Giant Screen Theatre, while adults sipped 
coffee and mimosas.

The event raised more than $207,500, ensuring HMNS 
continues to spark curiosity and inspire young scientists.

Mr. Andrew Abendshein

Mr. and Mrs. Mark B. Abendshein

Dorothy and Mickey Ables

Ms. Taylor Anne Adams

Adler Foundation +

Veronika and Marc Adler / 
    Texas Art Supply

AIG

Akerman LLP

Jenna and Forbes Alcott

The Joan and Stanford Alexander 
    Family Fund

Mr. and Mrs. John M. Allen

Mrs. Nancy C. Allen

Amegy Bank

Apache Corporation

Dr. and Mrs. Bruce S. Appelbaum

Aramco

Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Ardell

Mr. Charles Asaud

Aston Martin Houston

Ms. Decie Autin

Mrs. Dannine Avara

Mr. and Mrs. Robert R. Awe

Mr. John Ayers

Mr. and Mrs. Richard H. Bachmann

Mr. and Mrs. James P. Bailey, Jr.

Michelle and Lorne Bain

Dr. Carol J. Baker

Susan and Jim Baker

Bank of America, Houston

Barn Road Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. F. T. Barr

Sarah and Scott Barrett

Mr. and Mrs. Joel A. Bartsch

Harry W. Bass, Jr. Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Victor G. Beghini

F. Fox & Monica Benton Foundation

Monica and Fox Benton

Kristen and John Berger

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Bertuccio

Sudha and Ajay Bidani

Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Biehl 
    In memory of June Perry Lentz

Ashley and Steven Birdwell

Mrs. Jessie Blackmon-Rychlicki and 
    Mr. Matthew Rychlicki

Kathryn and Travis Boeker

Julie and Brian Borque

Martha and Sam Bowen

bp America

Mr. and Mrs. Bradley Bracewell III

Mr. Frank Bradley

Mr. and Mrs. Edward Braun

Lindsay and Clay Brett

Mary and Clinton Brisco

Mr. and Mrs. David A. Bristol, Jr.

British International School of Houston

Gwen and Eric Britt

Anne and Stephen Brollier

The Brown Foundation, Inc. +

Dr. and Mrs. Dale Brown 

Mr. and Mrs. Mike Brown

Mrs. Barbara A. Bryan

Sandy and Bill Bryan

Dr. Shelly Buffington and 
    Mr. Jesse Buffington

The Bunchberry Foundation

Mr. William D. Burton, Jr.

Carol A. Butler

Elizabeth and Phillip Butler

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Bybee

The Gordon A. Cain Foundation

Caldwell Companies

Claire Calvin

Mr. and Mrs. Clay Callaway

Mr. and Mrs. Patrick M. Cannon

David and Rosangela Capobianco

Dr. Robert J. Card and 
    Ms. Karol Kreymer

Mr. and Mrs. Carl P. Carlucci

The Carruth Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Brady Carruth

Mr. and Mrs. Buddy Carruth

Deb and Tim Cejka 
    In memory of Mary Nall

CenterPoint Energy Foundation

Century Fine Arts Music School

CFP Foundation

David and Skye Chao 

Ting Tsung and Wei Fong Chao 
    Foundation

Chevron

Chiang Law Firm PLLC

Bud Childers

The Chuchla Family

CITGO Petroleum Corporation

CL&F Offshore LLC

Dr. Virginia Clark

Kathleen and Bob Clarke

Cathy and Joe Cleary

The Cockrell Foundation

Janet and Ernie H. Cockrell + 
    In memory of Laura Higley

Mr. and Mrs. James Collins

The Coneway Family Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Conly

ConocoPhillips

Mrs. Amy Cope-Gibbs and 
    Mr. Jon Gibbs

The Crain Foundation

Adrienne and Jared Crane

Our Supporters 

+ Donors who gave in memory of S. Reed Morian  * Individuals who passed away in 2024
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2024 Gala 
Big Energy! 
Big Energy! brought the heat on March 2, 2024, 
as guests traded formalwear for neon lights, 
electric brights, and anything that glowed! 
Chaired by Michelle and Alan Smith, this high-
voltage evening transformed HMNS into an 
upscale ‘80s club, buzzing with excitement, 
surprises, and, of course, the legendary Joel 
Bartsch silent auction. Guests bid on an 
electrifying lineup of items, from rare gems and 
fossils to a 1983 DeLorean DMC-12 and a spot 
on the exclusive Total Eclipse Expedition. 

It was an unforgettable night of power, 
passion, and philanthropy—raising more than 
$1,828,000 to support Museum operations and 
ignite a passion for science in nearly two million 
visitors and 500,000 students.

$1.8M
RAISED

Mr. and Mrs. Gary T. Crum +

Ann and Jay Cuclis 
    In honor of Michelle Marlar

Mr. and Mrs. Ronald P. Cuenod, Jr.

The Cullen Foundation

John Czach

Mr. and Mrs. Dominio Dai

Dan L Duncan Foundation

Judy and Mike Dane

Mr. and Mrs. Charles D. Davidson

Davis Francis Insurance Agency Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. Bob Davis

Mr. and Mrs. Platt W. Davis

Mrs. Lois Davis

Margot and Zach Davis

The James C. and Teresa K. Day 
    Foundation

Andrew Delaney Foundation

Aline Deming Survivor’s Trust

Denman Newman Foundation

Mr. David DeVido

Ms. Carol E. Dinkins

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Dishberger

David Doll

DoReMusique Studio

Marianne and Neil Duffin

Mr. and Mrs. Marshall E. Dujka

Anne S. Duncan

Jimmy Dunne

Cornelius Dupré II

Mary and John Eads

The Bruce and Pamela Earthman  
    Foundation

Mrs. Hayley Edwards and 
    Mr. Firas Aziz

Benjamin Eldred

Jenny Elkins +

Mr. and Mrs. John C. Elkins

Lesha and Tom Elsenbrook

Jane and Dale Embry

Julia and Ethan Engelbrink

Engineers’ Council of Houston

C.C. and Duke Ensell

Mr. and Mrs. Eric Estopinal

Billy and Mitzi Euell

Mr. and Mrs. Peter A. Eversley

ExxonMobil

Fabergé

Mr. and Mrs. George R. Farris

Carrie and Tom Field

Mr. and Mrs. Richard B. Finger 
    In honor of Michelle Marlar

Walter and Toni Finger Family

First Horizon Bank

Ray C. Fish Foundation

Cherie and Jim Flores

Catalina Flores-Rau and Shu Rau

Mr. and Mrs. Michael C. Foley

Fort Bend Business Coalition

Ann and Randy Fowler

The Friedkin Group

Mr. Bill Frison

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Fritz

Frost Bank

Fruehauf Foundation

Jo and Jim Furr

Jack and Kristin Fusco

Ms. Kerry Ann Galvin and 
    Ms. Eileen DeArman

Mr. and Mrs. John Gamble

Meredith Gamble and 
    Rohan Shetty

The Garden Club of Houston

Geophysical Pursuit, Inc.

Cynthia and Wiley George 
    In honor of Michelle Marlar

Karen and Larry George

GetGemstoned LLC

Hannah and Ethan Gibson

The Melbern G. and Susanne M. 
    Glasscock Foundation

Susie and Mel Glasscock

The Glassell Family Foundation, Inc.

Marli Andrade and 
    Alfred C. Glassell, III

Christina and William Goodwin

Mr. and Mrs. Martyn Goossen

Mr. and Mrs. Fred Gorman

Mr. and Mrs. Robert H. Graham

Dr. Milton Gray

Ms. Pamela Gray and Mr. Tyler Gray

Green Mountain Minerals LLC

The Greentree Fund

Mr. and Mrs. Charles H. Gregory

Garney and Janita Griggs

Mr. and Mrs. David M. Grimes II +

Dr. Elizabeth A. Grimm and 
    Dr. Jack A. Roth

GRITS Foundation

Mrs. Harriet Grossman

Mr. and Mrs. Jeff B. Gustavson

Gwin Family Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Halevy

Marie and Gray Hall

The Hamill Foundation

Claire and Thomas Hamilton

George and Mary Josephine Hamman 
    Foundation

James and Pamela Harris

Ann and Billy Harrison

James and Winnie Hart

Diana and Russell Hawkins

Barbara Hawthorn 
    In memory of Kathy Huddleston

+ Donors who gave in memory of S. Reed Morian  * Individuals who passed away in 2024

Photo courtesy of Daniel Ortiz.

Our Supporters Continued
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Excellence in 
Science Luncheon
For more than 30 years, the Excellence in Science Luncheon 
has celebrated outstanding STEM education, recognizing 
exceptional students and teachers through an endowed 
fund from The Cockrell Foundation. In 2024, the Ann 
and Johnny Johnson Family proudly chaired the event, 
warmly welcoming more than 300 guests for an inspiring 
afternoon devoted to celebrating science, education, and 
discovery. This year’s event featured legendary ethologist 
and conservationist Dr. Jane Goodall, who shared a powerful 
message of HOPE, highlighting the impact of education, 
curiosity, and action in shaping a better future. Guests were 
captivated by her insights, reinforcing the Museum’s mission 
to ignite wonder and discovery in young minds.

An incredible $771,202 was raised to support HMNS youth 
education programs, including school tours, outreach 
initiatives, teacher workshops, and educator open houses—
ensuring the next generation of scientists, explorers, and 
innovators continues to thrive.

Dr. and Mrs. W. Greg Hazlett

Erin and Boyd Heath

H-E-B

Kay and David Hedges

Tracey Henderson and Laura Couch

Mr. and Mrs. Juan Herrera

Laura and Bob Higley
HMNS Guild 
    In memory of Jay Charles O’Brien, 
    Robert Bertram (Bob) Joyce, Robert 
    (Bob) Cochran, and Bill McClaskey

Vivian Ho and Alex Boylan

Hobby Center for the 
    Performing Arts

Holivy Investments

Holland & Knight LLP

Kay and Ned Holmes

The Holthouse Foundation for Kids

Lisa and Michael Holthouse

Mr. and Mrs. Henry W. Hope

Eliza Hopper and James Graney

Mrs. and Dr. Gabriel Hortobagyi

The City of Houston through the 
    Houston Arts Alliance

Bradley Houston

Letty and Don Howell

Mr. Peter D. Huddleston

Huff Family Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. John Huff

Huffington Foundation

Ms. Veronica P. Hunt 
    and Mr. John P. Stein

Dr. Lu-Yu Hwang

Dr. Inda Immega 
    and Dr. Neal Immega

Mr. and Mrs. Carl Isaac

The Izquierdo Suarez Family

J Squared Family Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Larry A. Jacobson

Mr. and Mrs. Peter K. Jameson +

Jill and Dunham Jewett

James W. Johnson 

Jenny and Chris Johnson

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Jorden

Mr. and Mrs. Russell C. Joseph

The Junior League of Houston, Inc

Dr. and Mrs. Michael G. Kaldis

Nicole and Evan H. Katz

Patty and T. Mark Kelly

Mr. and Mrs. Ryan Kelly

The Khandelwal Family

Sippi and Ajay Khurana

Ms. Anne L. Kinder 

Kinder Foundation +

Kinder Morgan Foundation

Mr. Christopher King

Ms. Jenna K. Klein

Dr. Angela Chen  
    and Mr. Mark R. Klitzke

Mr. Rajiv Kohli

Devorah and David Krieger

Krista and James Kuhl

Karen Kurt

Mrs. Brittany Sakowitz Kushner 
    and Mr. Kevin Kushner

Mr. and Mrs. Randall B. Lake

Jennifer and Chris Laporte

Latham & Watkins, LLP

Harriet and Truett Latimer

Mr. and Mrs. Rob Lavinsky

Susan and David Lazarus

Le Vian / Jared

Ms. Pamela F. Lea

Allison and Geoff Leach

Amy and Gentry Lee

Liz and David Leiman

George Lindahl III

Mr. and Mrs. Darren Lindamood

The Lindley Family Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Lindley

Mr. and Mrs. John D. Lindley

Shelli and Steve Lindley +

Nicole and Craig Loewenstern

Mr. Richard J. Loewenstern

Mrs. Cornelia C. Long

Janiece Longoria

Doris and Terry Looper

Mr. Robert J. Lorio

Ms. Frances Ann Lummis

Ms. Isabel Stude Lummis +

Ms. Louisa R. Lummis

Ms. Margarett B. Lummis

Mrs. Marilyn G. Lummis

Tama Lundquist and 
    Dr. Peter Farrell

M. D. Anderson Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Steve Mach +

Mr. and Mrs. John Maclay

Dr. and Mrs. Robert A. MacLean

Ms. Martha E. Magee

Magnolia Oil & Gas

Simone and Sean Maher

Mr. and Mrs. William S. Manuel, III

Ms. Diane M. Marcinek

Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth C. Margolis

Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin L. Marshall

Kim and Scott Martin

Scottie and Christopher McCord

Ms. Dominique McCormick

Ms. Meghan McCulla 
    and Mr. Scott Gutterman

Artie and Dorothy McFerrin Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Hugh McGee
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Mr. and Mrs. David Schwarz

Kelley and Jeff Scofield

Kate and Woody Scott

Kevin Scroggins

Mrs. Clarruth A. Seaton-Barriault and 
    Mr. Arthur G. Barriault

The Seff Family

Mr. and Mrs. Robbie Segler

Leena Rivina and Daniel Seidner

Mandy Selber

The Russell Family 

Mr. and Mrs. Russell D. Sellen

Mr. and Mrs. Bobby S. Shackouls

Ms. Weiyang Shao and 
    Mr. Daniel Wieczynski

Maria Shaw and Kent McCreight

Shell USA, Inc.

Joan Shook and Jeffrey Starke

Mr. and Mrs. Tom S. Simms

Judy and Chris Simon

Ms. Melanie S. Slagle

Vivian L. Smith Foundation

Michelle and Alan Smith

Terry and Thomas E. Smith

Mr. and Mrs. William A. Smith

Sodexo Live!

Aydin and Daniele Soheili

Southwestern Energy

Ms. Anne-Marie Soza

H. J.  and Janet Springer

Allison and Spencer Stasney

Cynde and Chris Stavros

Mr. and Mrs. Stuart W. Stedman +

Barbara and Jeff Steen 
    In memory of Kathy Huddleston 

Steen Family Foundation

Sterling-Turner Foundation

Jonathan and Danielle Sternberg /    
    Navitas Petroleum

Keith and Mattie Stevenson Foundation

Strake Foundation

Scott Struthers 
    In honor of Lauren Davidson

Melinda and Sam Stubbs

Susan Vaughan Foundation

Dr. and Mrs. Michael Sweeney	 +

Swift Events LLC

John P. McGovern Foundation

Laura McIngvale-Brown and 
    Phillip Brown

Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas McKie

Mr. and Mrs. Michael C. McMurray

McNeill Charitable Foundation

Mr. Douglas McNiel and 
    Mr. Robert McNiel

Dr. Diana H. McSherry and 
    Mr. Patrick H. Poe	

Mr. and Mrs. Tim McWilliams

Melcher Charitable Foundation

Mrs. Anne Mendelsohn

Methodist Sugar Land Hospital

J. Morgan Micheletti, M.D.

Ruthie and Adam Miller

The Mithoff Family Foundation / 
    Michael and Melissa Mithoff

Ginni and Richard Mithoff

Mitsubishi Corporation (Americas)

Kelly and Bill Montgomery

Mr. Dan M. Moody, Jr.

The W.T. and Louise J. Moran 
    Foundation

Morgan Stanley

Laurie and Reed Morian Foundation

Kimball and David Moriniere

Moss Adams

Mr. and Mrs. R. Robert Mullins

Murphy Oil Corporation

Dr. Cullen K. Geiselman Muse and 
    Mr. Robert C. Muse

Bobbie Nau

John L. Nau, III

Mary and Ron Neal

Ms. Caroline Negley	

Michelle and Mitch New

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Nickens

Novum Energy

Mr. and Mrs. John Null

OCuSOFT Inc.

Margaret and Kevin O’Donnell	

Mr. and Mrs. Jerry J. Oliver

Robert R. & Kay M. Onstead Foundation

The John M. O’Quinn Foundation

Outer-Continental Shelf Advisory Board

Cabrina and Steven Owsley

Oxy

The Carl M. Padgett Family 

Ms. Claire Padgett

Paula and Jeff Paine

Palmer Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. H.D. Pappas

Ms. Serena Paquette and 
    Mr. Robert Boblitt

Fred and Mabel R. Parks Foundation

Ron Pasadyn

Ashley and Seth Patterson

PBExhibits

Cathy and John Pearson 

Mrs. Cheri Peper

Dr. Gail L. Peterkin and 
    Mr. John T. Peterkin	

Phillips 66

Phillips Family Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Plank +

Sheridan and Robert Plumb

The Powell Foundation

PPG Foundation

Kat and Ryan Pressly

Ms. Dee Price

Susanne and William E. Pritchard III	  	
    In memory of Kathy Huddleston

Jay and Paula Pryor	

Nancy and David Pustka + 
    In honor of Michelle Marlar

Quantum Capital Group

Radoff Family Foundation

Drs. Amina Malik and Shad Rahman

Carroll and Hugh Ray 
    In honor of Mr. & Mrs. John Adkins, Jr.; 
    Mr. & Mrs. Peter Baumann; Mr. & Mrs. 
    Robert Collie, Jr.; Mrs. Shawn Dalio; 
    Mr. & Mrs. Phil Ferguson; Mr. & Mrs. 
    Grover Geiselman; Mr. & Mrs. James 
    Gordon; Mrs. & Dr. James McBride, 
    Jr.; Mr. & Mrs. Shea Morenz; Mr. & 
    Mrs. Corbin J. Robertson III; Mr. & Mrs. 
    Corbin J. Robertson, Jr.; Mr. & Mrs. Will 
    Robertson; and Mrs. Lisa Rebori

Stephanie and Jonathan Regan

Mr. and Mrs. Albert L. Richey

Carol Ritter and Rachel Schmidt

Beth Robertson and Steve Pearce

Charles J. Robertson III 
    In memory of Jay O’Brien

Barbara and Corbin J. Robertson, Jr.

Lillie T. Robertson

Regina Rogers

Lindsay Rolph

Phyllis and Barrett Rouse

The RR Family Foundation +

Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Rubenstein	

Ms. Kristiann Rushton

Mrs. Sandy Rushworth and 
    Mr. David L. Risch

Ms. June R. Russell and 
    Mr. Robert D. Ulrich

Ms. Jessica Hays and Mr. Patrick Ryan

Carolyn and Jake Sabat

Tim and Julie Samson

Ms. Candice Sanchez and 
    Mr. Robert G. Gwin

Laurie and Bret Sanders

Sarah Frances Hawes Estate

Mrs. Leslie Elkins Sasser and 
    Mr. Shannon Sasser

Judy Sauer

The Scala Family

Schissler Foundation

Jingle Tree at HMNS Sugar Land 
On November 21, 2024, HMNS Sugar Land celebrated the holiday season with Jingle Tree: Festive Finale, presented 
by Houston Methodist Sugar Land Hospital and Honorary Chairs Judi Dai and Catalina Flores-Rau. Guests enjoyed 
a lively evening of entertainment, curated bites and beverages, and final bidding on beautifully decorated designer 
trees and holiday décor.

The event raised $122,713, supporting HMNS Sugar Land’s partnerships with more than 150 Fort Bend area 
schools and 40 local nonprofits. Proceeds also help expand Museum access for seniors and more than 13,500 
school-aged children—ensuring that science learning and discovery remain accessible to all.
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All photos courtesy of Mike Rathke 
unless otherwise noted.

+ Donors who gave in memory of S. Reed Morian  * Individuals who have passed in 2024

Carolyn and Garry Tanner

The Tapeats Fund

Ms. Genevieve Tarlton and 
    Mr. Alexander Witschey

Judy and Charles Tate

Dr. and Mrs. Gary F. Teletzke

Tellepsen

Ms. Alexandra Tennant

Mr. and Mrs. James Tennant

Mrs. Latha Thomas and Mr. Gary Reisen

Mr. and Mrs. Ralph B. Thomas +

Mr. Charles K. Thompson

Mr. and Mrs. Glenn Thompson	

Krystal and Garrett Thompson

Mr. John F. Thorlin III

Three G Foundation +

Thunder Exploration, Inc.

Thurlow Foundation

Todd Brock Family Foundation

TotalEnergies

Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Toups

Transocean

Mr. and Mrs. Clayton K. Trier

Stephanie and Frank Tsuru

Ms. Sheila Turner

Mr. and Mrs. Dan C. Tutcher

TXU Energy

Mr. and Mrs. Timothy J. Unger	

USI Insurance Services

David Waterbor Uthe

Hallie Vanderhider

Jennifer and Wil VanLoh

Leo A. Vecellio Jr. +

Maggie and Rob Vermillion

Vinson & Elkins LLP 

Al Walker	

Mr. and Mrs. Gary Walker

Mr. and Mrs. John B. Walker

Shannon and Mark Wallace

Walter Oil & Gas Corporation 
    In memory of Kathy Huddleston

Ms. Ellye Anderson and Mr. Carter Ware

Mr. R. Paul Wear, Jr. 
    and Mrs. Millicent Wear

Mr. and Mrs. James D. Weaver

Mr. and Mrs. James W. Webb

Josh and Amanda Weber

Jennifer and Blake Webster

Mr. and Mrs. Richard W. Weekley

Randa and K. C. Weiner

Kelli and John Weinzierl

Mr. and Mrs. Richard T. Weiss

Mr. and Mrs. Hap Weitzel

Jennifer and Ellis Welker

Kay Lee and Gene Werlin +

Laura and Bill Wheless

Mr. and Mrs. Jordan White

Mrs. Sandra P. Wilkens

Nancy Wilkes

Mr. and Mrs. Brice Wilkinson

Stacy and John Wilkirson 
    In memory of Kathy Huddleston

William S. and Lora Jean Kilroy  
    Foundation

Williams

Mr. and Mrs. Charles A. Williams +

Mr. and Mrs. David W. Williams

Mr. and Mrs. Jack P. Williams, Jr.

Janne Williams

Mrs. Margaret A. Williams +

Ms. Jessica DeMarr 
    and Mr. Richard Williams

Mrs. Kay Wilson 
    In memory of Doug Wilson

Mrs. Cyvia G. Wolff +

Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Wong

Liz and Woody Woodard

Mr. Thomas M. Woodell

Woodforest National Bank

Woodside Energy

Mr. T. Madison Woodward

The Wortham Foundation, Inc.

Mr. Ryan Writt and Mr. Rod Jahromi

Mr. James Wu

Missy and Ted Wurfel

Lisa Young and Matt Assiff +

Mr. and Mrs. Daniel M. Zilkha

Zinn Petroleum Company

Sue and Ed Zinni

Mr. and Mrs. Russell C. Andorka

Mr. Charles Asaud 

Mr. Anthony P. Banham

Mr. and Mrs. Joel A. Bartsch

Mrs. Mary Callaway

Dr. Kathleen R. Gibson

Mr. Fred H. Gilmore

Ms. Marilyn Knight 

Mrs. Diane Krobusek Perez

Mrs. Laurie Morian

Ms. Linda C. Murray

Mrs. Agnes M. Short, Jr.

Mr. Thomas E. Smith
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